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1. By this PIL which is filed under Article 226 of the
Constitution of India, Petitioners are seeking following reliefs:

“(a) Rule be issued.

(b) This Hon'ble Court may be pleased to issue a writ of

mandamus or any other writ, order, or direction in
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the nature of mandamus and be pleased to declare
that the action of Respondent No. 1, Collector to
transfer the land belonging to  Nagaon
Grampanchayat is arbitrary, illegal and against the
public interest and therefore, bad in law and be
further pleased to direct the Respondent No. 1 to
restore back the said land belonging to Nagaon
Grampanchayat from Respondent Nos. 2 and 3 to the

original owners i.e. Nagaon Grampanchayat.”

2. The learned senior counsel appearing on behalf of
Respondent No. 3 has taken a preliminary objection about
maintainability of the PIL on the ground that the land was transferred

way back in 1973, and after lapse of almost 40 years this PIL is filed.

3. We find the averments made in paragraph 4 of the PIL
that 10 acres of land was transferred to Respondent No. 2. Similarly,
in paragraph 5 of the PIL it is stated that 74.64 Hectors of land was
transferred to Respondent No. 2 — Maharashtra Tourism Development
Corporation. The said land was transferred for the purpose of
promoting tourism throughout Maharashtra. Thereafter, in 2006
Respondent No. 2 invited tender on 7" June, 2006. It was given to

Respondent No. 3. It is not in dispute that Respondent No. 3 paid the
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entire amount of Rs. 4,31,00,000/-, as stipulated by the Letter of
Allotment. In our view, there is a gross delay in filing the PIL.
Moreover, in our view, if the Grampanchayat was aggrieved by the
said Letter of Allotment issued in favour of Respondent Nos. 2 and 3,
they would have approached this Court. Taking into consideration the
aforesaid fact, we are of the view that there is no public interest
involved in this PIL, and secondly, the aggrieved persons can
approach this Court. Reserving the right of such persons, PIL is

disposed of.

Sd/- Sd/-
[Smt. SWAPNA S. JOSHI, J.] [V. M. KANADE, J.]

3/3



