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RAO C.M.A.No.803 OF 2004 JUDGMENT: The injured claimant preferred the appeal impugning the quantum of compensation, awarded
by the Il Additional chief Judge, City Civil Courts, Hyderabad (for short, "Tribunal’) passed on 19.12.2003 in O.P. NO.1431 of 2000, of
Rs.2,25,000/- with interest at 9% per annum against the claim of Rs.15,00,000/- in the claim petition under Section 166 of the Motor
Vehicle Act, 1988 (for short, ‘the Act’), is utterly low and requires enhancement, 2. Heard learned counsel for appellant and learned
Standing Counsel for respondents. Perused the material on record. The parties hereinafter are referred to as arrayed before the Tribunal
for the sake of convenience in the appeal. 3. Whereas it is the contention of the standing counsel for APSRTC that the drivers of the two
buses collided with each other, from which, the bus in which the petitioner was traveling as passenger turned turtle and he further stated
that the compensation awarded by the Tribunal is just but for to reduce the rate of interest awarded at 9% per annum is excessive and
there is nothing to interfere, hence to dismiss the appeal. 4. Now the points that arise for consideration in the appeal are: Whether there
is any dispute on the manner of accident and out come of negligence of one of the drivers to the two buses belongs to Respondents 1
and 2, if so what is the just compensation? To what result? POINT-1: 5. Now coming to the injuries sustained by the petitioner and
disability is concerned, the evidence on record more particularly from that of PW.2—Dr.K.Madhukar Reddy of L.V.Prasad Eye Hospital
clearly proves with reference to Ex.A2—wound certificate and Ex.A3—medical report that she lost the vision of both eyes and she had
optic atrophy and she is irreversibly blind in both the eyes and no chance of getting back her vision even by any eye surgery. He further
stated that the claimant had no perception and light in both the eyes, pupils of both the eyes of PW.1 have no motion because their
nerves supply is found cut from the brain. Thus, as per W.C Act, Schedule — |, ltem Nos.25 and 26 where there is loss of vision of one
eye without complications or disfigurement of eye ball, and other being normal itis 30%. Having regard to the above, itis just to take 70%
permanent disability for loss of vision of both eyes, though it is the contention of the claimant to take 100% disability not to take so, for
nothing to say from loss of vision it is impaired any avocation fully as she is only a house wife and what is proved from Ex.A6—pahanies
and the evidence of PW.3, her husband got some property. 6. Coming to the earnings, there is no proof of her earnings, as per Latha
Wadhwa vs State of Bihar, which expression delivered in December, 2000, in the absence of proof of earnings even domestic
contribution of a house woman can be assessed at Rs.3,000/- per month, as the accident is occurred more than 3 2 year prior to the said
expression, even taken at Rs.2,000/- per month as domestic contribution, the multiplier applicable is ‘18’ from which the TC certificate
shows that she studied 10th class with date of birth 1976, thereby it comes to Rs.4,32,000/- (Rs.2,000/- X 12 X 18). If the disability is
taken at 70% it comes to Rs.3,02,400/-. With regard to the medical expenses, the Tribunal since granted Rs.16,000/- same is retained
and for the injuries which are two lacerated including one over right frontal region Rs.15,000/- is to be awarded besides Rs.10,000/-
towards attendant charges and transport charges, which comes to Rs.3,43,400/- is just compensation. However, to reduce the rate of
interest from 9% per annum to 7.5% per annum vide TN Transport vs Raja Priya and Rajesh v. Rajbir Singh. Accordingly, point No.1 is
answered. POINT No.2: 7. In the result, the appeal allowed in part by enhancing the compensation from Rs.2,25,000/- to Rs.3,43,400/-
(Rupees three lakhs forty three thousand four hundred only); however by reducing the rate of interest from 9% per annum to 7.5% per
annum from the date of claim petition till the date of realization. Rest of the terms of the award of the Tribunal holds good. There is no
order as to costs. 8. Miscellaneous petitions, if any pending in this appeal, shall stand closed. Dr.B. SIVA
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