BEFORE THE MADURAI BENCH OF MADRAS HIGH COURT
14/05/2015
CORAM
THE HONOURABLE MR. JUSTICE T.S.SIVAGNANAM
W.P. (MD) No.8149 of 2015
C.Lakshmi ... Petitioner
VS

1.The District Revenue Officer,

Ramanathapuram,

Ramanathapuram District.

2.The Sub Inspector of Police,

CSCID Ramnad Wing,

Ramanathapuram District. ... Respondents
prayer: Writ petition is filed under Article 226 of the Constitution of
India praying for an issuance of a writ of mandamus to direct the 1°°
respondent to consider the petitioner's representation dated 12.05.2015
and release the wvehicle bearing Registration No.TN 65 V 2802 1in
connection with Crime No.132/2015.

For Petitioner : Mr.A.Uthayakumar
For Respondents : Mr.D.Muruganantham
Additional Government Pleader
ORDER

The petitioner seeks for issuance of a writ of mandamus directing the
1°*  respondent to consider the ©petitioner's representation dated
12.05.2015 and release the vehicle bearing Registration No.TN 65 V 2802
in connection with Crime No.132/2015.

2. By consent, the writ petition is taken up for final disposal.

3. Heard the learned counsel for the petitioner and the learned
Additional Government Pleader for the respondents.

4. The petitioner's vehicle has been seized for alleged
transportation of PDS rice. It is stated that the petitioner is not an
accused in the criminal case.

5. The learned Additional Government Pleader, on instructions,

submitted that proceedings have been initiated under the provisions of
Essential Commodities Act for confiscation by the first respondent and a
notice in this regard was 1issued for the hearing date on 08.05.2015.
Subsequently, hearing date has been adjourned to 22.05.2015, since the
petitioner did not appear.

6. In the light of the above, the question of granting an order to
release the wvehicle, at this juncture, 1is not proper, since confiscation
proceedings has already been commenced. Accordingly, there will be a
direction to the petitioner to appear for the enquiry before the first
respondent on 22.05.2015 and if the petitioner appears for enquiry, the
first respondent shall consider the petitioner's submission and pass
orders within a period of two weeks therefrom.

The writ petition stands disposed of with the above direction. No
costs.
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Vacation Officer
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1.The District Revenue Officer,
Ramanathapuram,
Ramanathapuram District.

2.The Sub Inspector of Police,
CSCID Ramnad Wing,
Ramanathapuram District.

+lcc to Special Government Pleader in SR.No. 25431
+lcc to Mr.A.Uthaya Kumar, Advocate in SR.No. 25406
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