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P.V.ASHA, J.

Dated this the 6™ day of August, 2015

JUDGMENT

The petitioner is a Last Grade Servant working in
Plantation Corporation of Kerala. According to her, she is a
graduate eligible for appointment as LDC in the Plantation
Corporation or in the equivalent post of Junior Assistant/
Field Assistant. Government has issued orders as per Ext.P5
by which 10% of the vacancies in the post of LDC's, LD
Typists etc. are earmarked for appointing last grade
servants and employees in lower categories on the basis of
their qualifications and seniority.

2. The writ petition is filed challenging Ext.P8 and
praying for a direction to the respondent Corporation to give
promotion to the petitioner by accepting her Degree
Certificate in Economics without insisting for equivalency
certificate. By Ext.P8, the 1°' respondent Corporation had
directed the petitioner to produce an equivalency certificate

from Calicut University to the effect that her degree awarded
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through correspondence course is equivalent to the regular
degree course.

3. According to the petitioner the qualification
prescribed for LDC/Junior Assistant/Field Assistant is only a
recognised degree from a University. Therefore it is not
necessary to seek production of the equivalency certificate
for the purpose of considering her for appointment as
Junior Assistant in Corporation.

4. The Corporation has by Ext.P8 directed the
petitioner to produce equivalency certificate. Ext.P7 is the
degree certificate of the petitioner, showing that the
University of Calicut has conferred on the petitioner the
degree of BA in the faculty of Humanities. Learned counsel
for the respondent Corporation submitted that Ext.R1(d)
would show that the petitioner completed her course as a
student of private study undergoing distance education.
Learned Standing counsel for the University submits that no
equivalency certificate is necessary as far as the degree
awarded by Calicut University is concerned and the degree

awarded for a student who has undergone regular course of
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study and by distance education under the University are
one and the same. Therefore there is no necessity to issue
equivalency certificate in such case.

5. Under the above circumstances, the petitioner will
be treated as having the requisite qualification viz. BA
degree for the purpose of appointment as Junior Assistant
and there will be a direction to the 1° respondent to
consider her appointment to the post of Junior Assistant in
accordance with law as and when Rules permit.

6. The 1°* respondent Corporation has filed a
statement pointing out that the Government order, Ext.P5
by which additional 10% of the vacancies have been
earmarked for last grade servants and employees in lower
categories in subordinate services are yet to be adopted by
the Corporation. It is also stated that the Corporation
has already approached Government submitting their
resolution No.405 for approval from Government for
implementation of Ext.P5 order. So far Government has not
passed any orders according to sanction for the same,

hence it is not implemented.
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7. State of Kerala is impleaded as 3™ respondent in
this writ petition. In the above circumstances there will be
a direction to the Government to pass appropriate orders on
Ext.P4 resolution of the 1° respondent Corporation, in
which they have requested for permission to implement
Ext.P5 order, within a period of one month.

Hence this Writ Petition is disposed of with the above
observations.

Sd/-

P.V.ASHA, JUDGE
SKV



