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Heard learned counsel for the petitioner and the State.

The petitioner is aggrieved by the order dated 16.07.2012
appended as part of Annexure-3 by which the application for grant of
licence of N.P. Bore pistol has been rejected, even though the
Superintendent of Police has recommended for grant of such licence,
on the ground that the petitioner is already having licence for N.P.
Bore rife and gun.

In my view, the aforesaid cannot form a ground for
refusal of arms licence as Section 3 (2) of the Arms Act, 1959
(hereinafter referred to as “the Act”) lays down in clear terms that a
person can hold licence for maximum three firearms. The petitioner

was having two weapons and he had applied for third one. Section 14
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of the Act also does not reveal that holding one or two licenses can
form a ground for refusal of another licence which is permissible
under Section 3 (2) of the Act.

Accordingly, this writ application succeeds. The
impugned order dated 16.07.2012 is quashed and set aside. The matter
1s remitted back to the licensing authority to take fresh decision in
accordance with law within a period of two months from the date of

receipt/production of a copy of this order.

(Dr. Ravi Ranjan, J)
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