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HI GH COURT OF UTTARAKHAND AT NAI NI TAL 

HON’BLE THE CHI EF JUSTI CE MR. MANOJ KUMAR GUPTA 

AND  

HON’BLE SRI  JUSTI CE SUBHASH UPADHYAY 

2 5 TH FEBRUARY, 2 0 2 6  

W RI T PETI TI ON ( S/ B)  NO. 1 0 2  OF 2 0 2 6  

Rajani Rawat       …...Pet it ioner. 

Ver su s 

State of Ut tarakhand & others   ….Respondents. 

 
Counsel for the Pet it ioner :  Mr. Abhijay Negi, learned counsel. 

Counsel for the State :  Mr. B.S. Parihar, learned Addit ional 

Chief Standing Counsel with Ms. Rajni 

Supyal, learned Brief Holder. 

JUDGMENT : (per  Mr . Man o j  Ku m ar  Gu p t a, C.J.)  

1.  The pet it ioner is current ly posted as Chief 

Adm inist rat ive Officer in the Directorate of Medical Health 

Services, Dehradun, Ut tarakhand. She has assailed the 

order of her t ransfer in the sam e capacity to Dist r ict  

Hospital Cham oli by order dated 13.02.2026, issued by 

Director General,  Medical Health and Fam ily Welfare, 

Dehradun.  The order recites that  the t ransfer has been 

m ade on adm inist rat ive grounds. 

 

2.  Learned counsel for the pet it ioner subm its that  

the t ransfer of the pet it ioner on adm inist rat ive grounds has 

been m ade on basis of report  dated 30.06.2025 by Director 

General,  Medical Health to the State Governm ent .  He 

subm its that  the said report  was subm it ted on basis of 

allegat ions levelled against  the pet it ioner by other 
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em ployees of the Departm ent  at  Dehradun without  seeking 

explanat ion from  the pet it ioner and also without  holding 

any proper inquiry. Reliance has been placed on Sect ion 

18(4)  of the Ut tarakhand Annual Transfer for Public 

Servants Act , 2017, which reads as follows: -  

“18(4)  On enquiry, on the grounds of serious 

com plaints of m isconduct , m isbehavior with senior officers 

and lack of interest  in work etc. after necessary enquiry and 

confirm at ion, t ransfer of such em ployees m ay be m ade on 

adm inist rat ive grounds:  

Provided that  the t ransfer on adm inist rat ive grounds 

shall not  be m ade casually or on the basis of com plaints of 

rout ine nature and in the orders of such t ransfer it  shall be 

necessary to m ent ion Adm inist rat ive Grounds.”  

 

3.  I t  is subm it ted that  the Statute it self provides for 

necessary safeguards while ordering t ransfer  on 

adm inist rat ive grounds. Necessary inquiry has to be held 

and the allegat ions levelled in any com plaint  have to be 

verified and which pre-supposes that  the concerned 

em ployee would be given opportunity of hearing to rebut  

the allegat ions and to lead the evidence in support  of his/  

her case.  I t  is urged that  no such procedure has been 

followed. 

 

4.  Learned State Counsel has placed on record the 

inst ruct ions from  the Assistant  Director (Adm inist rat ion)  on 

behalf of the Director General, Medical Health and Fam ily 

Welfare, Ut tarakhand, Dehradun.  Therein, it  is alleged that  
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the pet it ioner has not  com plied with the order of inter-

departm ental t ransfer  issued in the past .  Reliance has also 

been placed on the com plaint  filed against  t he pet it ioner by 

other em ployees.  I t  is also stated that  there are allegat ions 

of financial irregularit ies against  t he pet it ioner and on basis 

of the said allegat ions, by order of the Director  General, 

Medical Health dated 14.10.2025, an I nquiry Com m it tee 

was const ituted.  However, what  happened in the said 

inquiry has not  been disclosed.  I t  is also stated that  the 

pet it ioner was required to subm it  audit  reports of last  six 

years of t he Ut taranchal Medical and Public Health 

Minister ial Associat ion, Ut tarakhand, in which, she rem ained 

President  for a considerable period.  However, she also 

failed to com ply with the said direct ion. 

 

5.  Although, it  is stated that  during inquiry, 

pet it ioner was given full opportunity, but  none of the 

docum ents annexed along with the inst ruct ions, reveal that  

any opportunity of hearing was given to the pet it ioner.  

There is no reference to the explanat ion of the pet it ioner to 

the alleged default s on her part .  

 

6.  Consequent ly, we find that  the im pugned 

t ransfer order, though passed on adm inist rat ive grounds, 

was not  preceded by proper inquiry and the observat ions 

m ade by Director General, Medical Health and Fam ily 
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Welfare, in the report  subm it ted on 30.06.2025, was based 

on her own percept ion. 

 

7.  This, in our considered opinion, does not  fulfill 

the requirem ent  of law.  Consequent ly, t he t ransfer  order 

passed on adm inist rat ive grounds cannot  be sustained and 

is, hereby, quashed. 

 

8.  The pet it ioner has already subm it ted a detailed 

representat ion on 15.02.2026 in respect  of the allegat ions 

m ent ioned in the report  of the Director General, Medical 

Health and Fam ily Welfare, dated 30.06.2025.  We perm it  

the respondents to pass a fresh order after taking into 

considerat ion the said representat ion and affording proper 

opportunity of hearing to the pet it ioner.   

 

9.  Accordingly, the writ  pet it ion stands disposed of. 

 

10.  I t  is m ade clear that  the pet it ioner will cooperate 

in the inquiry. 

 

11.  Pending applicat ion, if any, also stands disposed 

of.  

 

  MANOJ KUMAR GUPTA, C.J. 

 

 

SUBHASH UPADHYAY, J. 
Dated:  25 th February, 2026 
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