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IN THE HIGH COURT FOR THE STATE OF TELANGANA
AT HYDERABAD
(Special Original Jurisdiction)

WEDNESDAY, THE NINETEENTH DAY OF AUGUST
TWO THOUSAND AND TWENTY SIX

PRESENT
THE HONOURABLE SRI JUSTICE SUDDALA CHALAPATHI RAO

WRIT PETITION NO: 27217 OF 2026

Between:

AND

Cheruku Ahalya Devi, W/o Late Cheruku Aga Reddy Aged about 95 years
Occ Housewife R/o HNo 6-25 (Old HNo 4-13) Nimmanapally Village
Peddapalli Mandal DistrictTelangana - 505174

..PETITIONER

The Union of India, Rep by principal Secretary Ministry of Home Affairs North
Block Central Secretariat New Delhi - 110001

The Under Secretary to the Government of India, Ministry of Home Affairs
Freedom Fighters Division / Swatantrata Sainik Samman Prabhag
(Hyderabad Cell - Pension) 2nd Floor NDCC-II Building Jai Singh Road New
Delhi - 110001

The State of Telangana, Rep by its Principal Secretary Revenue / General
Administration Department Telangana Secretariat BRKR Bhavan Hyderabad
Telangana - 500063

The District Collector, Peddapalli District Telangana - 505172

The Tahsildar / Mandal Revenue Officer, Peddapalli Mandal Peddapalli
District Telangana - 505174

Union Bank of India, Rep by its Chief Manager Centralized Pension
Processing Centre (CPPC) 2nd Floor S-24 Shri Aurobindo Marg Block-A
Green Park Extension New Delhi - 110016

Union Bank of India Rep by its Branch Manager P '
ink , edd
Peddapalli District Telangana - 505174 ’ el Branch

...RESPONDENTS

Petition under Article 226 of the Constitution of India praying that in the

cirqumstances 'stated in the_affidavit filed therewith, the High Court may be pleased
to issue a Writ order or direction more particularly one in the nature of Writ of




Certiorari to call for the records relating to Letter No 112/6968/97-FF(HC) dated
14.07.2025 and Letter No 112/6968/97-FF(HC) dated 11.06.2026 passed by
Respondent No 2 and quash the same as illegal arbitrary unconstitutional and in
violation of Articles 14 and 21 of the Constitution of India and consequently to
declare the action of Respondent No 2 in rejecting the application for dependent
family pension vide Letter No 112/6968/97-FF(HC) dated 14.07.2025 and Letter No
112/6968/97-FF(HC) dated 11/06/2026 as illegal arbitrary and to direct Respondent
Nos 1 and 2 to sanction and disburse dependent family pension to the Petitioner
under the Swatantrata Sainik Samman Yojana (SSSY) under PPO No
MHAFF0508668 along with accrued arrears from 19-02-2022.

LA. NO: 1 OF 2026

Petition under Section 151 CPC praying that in the circumstances stated in the
affidavit filed in support of the petition, the High Court may be pleased to direct
Respondent Nos. 1 and 2 to sanction and disburse dependent family pension to the
Petitioner under the Swatantrata Sainik Samman Yojana (8SSY) under PPO No
MHAFF0508668 along with accrued arrears from 19-02-2022 pending disposal of
the above Writ Petition.

Counsel for the Petitioner: MR. SRINIVAS VELAGAPUDI

Counsef for the Respondent Nos. 1 and 2: MR. KATA ARVIND KUMAR, S.C.
FOR CENTRAL GOVT

Counsel for the Respondent Nos. 3to 7: ----

The Court made the following: ORDER



IN THE HIGH COURT FOR THE STATE OF TELANGANA
AT HYDERABAD

THE HON’BLE SRI JUSTICE SUDDALA CHALAPATHI RAO

WRIT PETITION No.27217 of 2026

DATE: 19.08.2026

Between:

Cheruku Ahalya Devi
...Petitioner

AND

The Union of India,
Rep. by Principal Secretary,
Ministry of Home Affairs,
North Block, Central Secretariat,
New Delhi — 110001 and others
...Respondents

ORDER:

Heard Mr.Srinivas Velagapudi, learned counsel for
petitioner and Mr.Kata Arvind Kumar, learned Standing
Counsel for Central Government appearing for respondent

Nos.1 and 2.

2. The present Writ Petition has been filed seeking the

following relief :-

“« to issue a writ, order or direction more particularly
one in the nature of writ of certiorari to call for the
records relating to Letter No.112/6968/ 97-FF(HC} dated

I




14.07.2025 and Letter No.112/6968/97-FF(HC)} dated
11.06.2026 passed by respondent No.2, and quash the
same as illegal, arbitrary, unconstitutional and in
violation of Articles 14 and 21 of the Constitution of
India and consequently to declare the action of
respondent No.2 in rejecting the application for
dependent family pension vide Letter No.112/6968/97-
FF(HC) dated 14.07.2025 and Letter No.112/6968/97-
FF(HC) dated 11.06.2026 as illegal, arbitrary and to
direct respondent Nos.1 and 2 to sanction and disburse
dependent family pension to the petitioner under the
Swatantrata Sainitk Samman Yojana (SSSY; under PPO
No.MHAFF0508668 along with accrued arrears from
19.02.2022 and pass such other order or orders as this
Hon’ble Court may deems fit and proper in the
circumstances of the case...”

3. The grievance of the petitioner is that her husband,
late Sri Cheruku Aga Reddyv, was a verified freedom fighter
and was granted pension by respondent No.1 under PPO
No.MHAFF0508668 and he died on 18.02.2022. The
petitioner, being his legallv wedded wife, is entitled to
dependent familv pension under the Swatantrata Sainik
Samman Yojana ({SSSY), submitted an application for
dependent familv pension on 07.01.2025. However, the said
application was rejected by respondent No.2 on the ground

that the “claim of those spouse and unmarried and,

unemployed daughters for dependent pension will be



considered only if it is applied within three years of death of

the original freedom fighter”.

4. Learned Standing Counsel for the Central Government
submits that under Paragraph 4(ii) of the Revised Policy
Guidelines for Disbursement of Central Samman Pension,
the application is required to be submitted within three
years frém the date of death, the application was filed three
years and ten days after the death of the freedom fighter,
and thus, there is a delay of about ten days beyond the

prescribed period under the Scheme.

5. In reply, learned counsel for the petitioner submits
that the respondents have erroneously calculated the
period of three years. It is contended that the petitioner’s
husband died on 18.02.2022 and the application for
de}:;endent family pension was submitted on 07.01.2025,
which is admittedly within three years from the date of
death.

6. Having considered the rival submissions and upon
perusal of the material placed on record, it is evident from
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the communication dated 19.08.2025 addressed by the
Senior Manager. Centralised Pension Processing Centre,
New Delhi to respondent No.2 that as the original
application submitted bv the petitioner on 07.01.2025 was
not complete. the petitioner was requested to provide
complete application again with proper attestation and
verification. Pursuant to the same, the petitioner submitted
enother application dated 01.03.2025 and thus the
petitioner made the dependent family pension application
within three vears from the date of death of her husband on
18.02.2022. Therefore, the reason assigned by respondent
No.2 for rejecting the petitioner’s claim on the ground of

delay of ten davs is factually unsustainable.

7. In that view of the matter, the impugned Letter
NG 112/6968/97-FF(HC) dated 14.07.2025, cannot be

sustained.

$. Accordingly, the Writ Petition 1s allowed and the
mpugned Letter No.112/6968/97-FF(HC) dated

14.07.2025 s set aside, directing respondent No.2 to



reconsider the petitioner’s applications dated 07.01.2025
and 01.03.2025 for dependent family pension under the
Swatantrata Sainik Samman Yojana, in accordance with
the applicable scheme basing on the documents.furnished
| by the petitioner. If the petitioner is found eligible and has
complied with all the requirements under the Scheme, the
respondents shall sanction and disburse the dependent
family pension to her in accordance with law. The entire
exercise shall be completed within a period of four (04)
weeks from the date of receipt of a copy of this order. There

shall be no order as to costs.

Miscellaneous petitions, if any, pending in these Writ

Petitions shall stand closed.

SD/- K.V.0O. Narsi Babu
ASSISTANT REGISTRA
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ECTION OFFICER
To,

1. The principal Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs North Block Central
Secretariat Union of India, New Delhi - 110001

2. The Under Secretary to the Government of India, Ministry of Home Affairs
Freedom Fighters Division / Swatantrata Sainik Samman Prabhag
(Hyderabad Cell - Pension) 2nd Floor NDCC-Hl Building Jai Singh Road New
Dethi - 110001

3. The Principal Secretary Revenue / General Administration Department
Telangana Secretariat BRKR Bhavan Hyderabad State of Telangana,
Telangana - 500063

4. The District Collector, Peddapalli District Telangana - 505172

5. The Tahsildar / Mandal Revenue Officer, Peddapalli Mandal Peddapalli
District Telangana - 505174




8.

9

The Chief Manager, Union Bank of India, Centralized Pension Processing
Centre (CPPC) 2nd Floor 5-24 Shri Aurobindo Marg Block-A Green Park
Extension New Dethi - 110016

_ The Branch Manager Union Bank of India, Peddapalli Branch Peddapalli

District Telangana - 505174
One CC to MR. SRINIVAS VELAGAPUDI! Advocate [OPUC]
One CC 1o MR. KATA ARVIND KUMAR, S.C. FOR CENTRAL GOVT [OPUC]

10.Two CD Coples
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HIGH COURT
DATED: 19/08/2026

ORDER
WP.No0.27217 of 2026

ALLOWING THE WRIT PETITION
WITHOUT COSTS

CC TODAY




