W.P.(MD) No.23134 of 2026

BEFORE THE MADURAI BENCH OF MADRAS HIGH COURT
DATED : 11.08.2026
CORAM
THE HON'BLE MR.JUSTICE C.SARAVANAN
W.P.(MD) No.23134 of 2026

and
W.M.P.(MD) Nos.17224 & 17225 of 2026

Thangavel ... Petitioner
Vs.

1.The Commissioner,
Hindu Religious and Charitable
Endowments Department, Chennai.

2.The Joint Commissioner,
Hindu Religious and Charitable
Endowments Department, Thiruppur.

3.The Assistant Commissioner,
Hindu Religious and Charitable
Endowments Department, Karur.

4.The District Collector,
Karur.

5.The Superintendent of Police,
Karur.

6.The Tahsildar,
Kulithalai, Karur District.

7.The Executive Officer / Fit Person,
Arulmighu Kanaga Thoniamman Temple,
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Thimmachipuram,
Kulithalai Taluk, Karur District.

8.Pon Selvan ... Respondents

Prayer : Writ Petition filed under Article 226 of the Constitution of India,
for issuance of a Writ of Certiorarified Mandamus to call for the records
relating to Fit Person Resolution dated 24.07.2026 issued by the seventh
respondent in respect of conduct of festival in Arulmighu Kanaga
Thoniamman Temple, Thimmachipuram, Kulithalai Taluk, Karur District
and quash the same and consequently direct the respondents to ensure the
peaceful performance of festival strictly in adherence to the religious

practice of the temple as done in earlier years.

For Petitioner : Mr.V.R.Shanmuganathan

For R1 to R4 & R6 : Mr.S.Venkatesh
Additional Government Pleader

For R5 : Mr.P.Vetrivel
Government Advocate (Crl. Side)

For R7 : Mr.P.Athimoola Pandian
Standing Counsel

ORDER

The petitioner, a former trustee of the temple, is before this Court
in connection with the temple festival to be held on 12.08.2026 at
Arulmighu Kanaga Thoniamman Temple, Thimmachipuram, Kulithalai

Taluk, Karur District.
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2. The petitioner is aggrieved by the impugned Resolution dated
24.07.2026 issued by the seventh respondent, the Executive Officer/Fit
Person of the temple, wherein certain stipulations have been made insofar
as the collection of donations and payments in connection with the
aforesaid temple festival. The relevant portion of the said Resolution

issued by the seventh respondent, the Executive Officer/Fit Person of the

W.P.(MD) No.23134 of 2026

temple, is extracted below:-

‘1. sy &LBH, QBT Cau HHev, &HTaID GLIg
CETBHSH60, HIUBHD LigHHed 66 Smaibsid Syeawi®
SHITD  EHBEHD  HHID  UPED  QUDSHBHIBET LG
BB\ TeiTeN O flaldsiu’ B ®e0TTLD CxTma
FHmBHBsmuiled & 6U0TEL 356D Gaysaliul_(b CFuwieL
SlVIIeVITed @i  HlefldHHed e oumid  GFuied
SI6VI6)6V]T (p63TEuTlemeVULT6D [Seanih) SI61M&HFH60
SLAUCOTRIGHGTLIQU LD QUPSHBLILIQU LD GoB\sTeiTen
2 gHalgLmentl] L COTFMILILY — SHTLDTENSHEHE0TD  6T60T
CaflelsalLGaBS).

2. saluulL  (wpopuled  OFTens  euged  GFuiw
S uleoenev.  HHECHTUND — Hewidhdled  HlhHalpm
BTl HHBCHTUIL — DleVIIVBHH0  CFISHS)
semiel @rda CuBBIEC®TeTen Geuemi(BLD.

3. Fmalpr OQFeveydbster @rdfsh OUBLILL(H DISHBEHT6
Oxmemas HHmBCaHTuled 6umIs Hewidbde(hhH ! LI (HeuTLT
Qewiwiu®Gy  eai@  OFFlalHHiboETeTeMILIBGSBSI.  Liewor
uflauisdmen  HbmEGHTUIL GlFwed Sigdieued]  ewpeuBLo
QUi  SIEIDg o 6Nl HeNbBLTHET WT(HD  LIewoT
UfleuTSHHemennd@ DI SSUILIL LDTL L TJH6NT.

4.  FHmalpr  OFeveysster o FH8xF  OCetems  /
® LIWISTTTE6I QuBLILIL L GIb SHmailpm Gxpg)
BliFevoru e SLILIHLD a5} elugd
O el &HaHIH0ETeTen ILIGA MBS
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3. The petitioner is primarily aggrieved by Condition Nos.1 and 3,
insofar as they impose certain restrictions. It appears that the petitioner
and the eighth respondent belong to two different factions and are
attempting to control the temple and the temple festivals. Earlier, the
second respondent, by his proceedings dated 12.09.2019 bearing reference
R.C.No0.12869/2019/B2, had stipulated certain conditions in connection
with the temple festivals, which are consistent with the relevant Rules
relating to the accounting of the money to be handled by the Executive
Officer under the provisions of the H.R. & C.E. Act, 1959 and the Rules

made thereunder. The said conditions are reproduced below:-

“It 1s therefore directed that,

1) Thiru. Muthukaruppan who was responsible
for this entire situation getting into quagmire should
not collect and maintain accounts for the festival here
after.

1) Thiru. Muthukaruppan has to hand-over
forthwith all the money collected as contribution for
the festival to the Executive officer of the temple.

ii1) Thiru. Pon. Selvan the petitioner has to
hand-over forthwith the money in deposit with City
Union Bank to the Executive officer.

1v) The Executive officer of the temple has to
open a savings/ current account in a National Bank

Page No. 4 of 10

https://lwww.mhc.tn.gov.in/judis



W.P.(MD) No.23134 of 2026

and deposit the contributions for the festival and
maintain permanent account exclusively for the

purpose.

v) The Executive officer has to swiftly get into
action and complete the festival which now in a stand
still and arrange for putting every thing in order by
garnering the support of the district administration
and police.

vi) In future, the festival should be organized
by the wvillagers under the stewardship of the
Executive officer and nobody should collect
contribution, for that purpose except the Executive
officer, as the collection of money one man Executive
officer/Trustee in the name of any temple is
prohibited by the Rules from under Tamil Nadu H.R.
& C.E. Act 1959.

vil) The Assistant Commissioner, H.R. & C.E.
Department, Karur division should render necessary
support to the Executive officer of the temple like
providing special duty staff etc.,”

4. The preamble to the impugned Resolution itself sets out the
background to the dispute between the petitioner and the eighth

respondent, which reads as under:-

“B5PmEGaTulsd  glpallpr B SleuFH 60
SHTFAYTD GlHoHmemet CFIbeH alJoenev  LDSH6IT
FHEIBCaIe0  eleiLeU]  Hewevewilouled  “@F  Lflemeu
GaihpauTsel @  SIUT@TSD, OUTeTEIFFTL
0BT OUTHTEFe0aUET  Hewevenioulled “&  Llflemeu
Caboeujsel @k SIUlaNTaad SHBHSH, SHSB
Coumiun® ST GUTLDT & Slmailpm BL SHBHIUS
OaTLIuTe  16.06.2026-60 578  SUINT,  HHSMY
(peiedflemeouled  GuUTL (B &MITHementGui gl LIb
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BLSSWBle0, B SINIVBSGD PSS SBHSHIH TGN
SMINIOTS, FULD Quhg UjFsoar  gBULTS
auewiewild  Hmallipm  BLSHID  QuUIBLB, SHHSTJ
HIGHLD 17.06.2026 eLPGVLD GRIEEERY &y
L Fugred  Glum GamyseilenLCuw Cuiseumyshems
&LULD BLSHSH Couemiguwensd iBHSHI, 14.07.2026-60
GoMdbFHenev el LT Fwiy (et & FHylderlent Gui

SIBHIENEVWISHHINMB QUL L gy (Bl6VmISBE6IT),
GRIEEERY ST, HmBBsmulled HBHH]T,
FH(mBCamulled LI6oofWIT6YTT & 61T, HITEUGD HleNM

(paitentiemevu iie0 Gal LD BLSHBULL L F). BbHsH
GULSHHO gy 2 WIHFHOES 2 HFT6)
W.P(MD).22700 of 2022-e1 Lig, @466)6016)1@&) HeVH S
HHalpT  BLSSD,  CFTMs  FHID S
Werpuiled euged OFILTDED  SlhBCoTUTed  GlEFwicd

Sigvieueo]  (pevielleneouiled  Flpelipm BLSHSHe|LD
SleyBISSILLL .  21.07.2026 Q{Gﬂ@] 31, g,uuu

LOBWILD 23.07.2026 DI WI ‘9" g;uuu
6T6uT S meurfl(pd HmBBamuled HH BTV
Guaiiu’ L gled, a&Tiy  SLBHHO  (PHeO MO

GYLGHBH60 U] Smaishdl ULenlsend 6Gs5.Cul L,
HwTFAYTDL UG wéHseEpd Caiba  OCFUiusTH
o 58xdbaLILL (HelTengl. FH(HHCHTUNED LOMBBILD
USSHTHET BV  &H(hS  SDSTemId Ly  Flov
BUbHSHMETH6T, (MBI EHL T 2 Hall  DLEnEIILIT
SIEIDSIL|L 651 @RIl BL5S
o §508xddbaLILL (Beitengl.”

5. The learned counsel for the respondents, as also the learned
counsel for the petitioner, pointed out to the order passed by this Court in
W.P.(MD) No0.22700 of 2022 dated 28.09.2022, wherein the
communication of the second respondent dated 19.09.2022 bearing
reference No.Mu.Mu.A3/5673/2022 was the subject matter of challenge
by the eighth respondent herein. In the said Writ Petition, the petitioner

herein was the eighth respondent. This Court, after recording the
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submissions of the learned counsel for the Fit Person and the Executive
Officer and the learned counsel for the Revenue Officials and the H.R. &

C.E. Officials, had ordered as under:-

“5. It is submitted by the learned counsel for
the Respondents 6 and 7 that the festival is being
conducted only by the Executive Officer and the
festival will be conducted bearing in mind and in
compliance with the directions of the 4th Respondent
vide order dated 12.09.2019 and no other third party
either the petitioner or the 8th Respondent shall be
permitted to collect any donation. It is submitted that
if either the petitioner or the Sth Respondent or any
other third party is found to collect any donation,
action would be taken in accordance with law.

6. It is submitted by the learned Government
Advocate for the Respondents 1 to 5 that adequate
police protection would be granted to avoid any
untoward incident.

7. In view of the above submission, none of the
parties expressed any further grievance. Thus,
recording the above submissions/undertaking, the

writ petition stands closed. No costs. Consequently,
connected miscellaneous petitions are closed.”

6. It 1s evident that both the petitioner and the eighth respondent are
attempting to establish their supremacy in the temple festivals by making
direct contributions towards one or more events and therefore, the

petitioner is aggrieved. For instance, the temple festival scheduled to be
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held on 19.08.2026 pertains to the sacrifice of a goat, a Small Chariot
Procession and the Grand Chariot's Top Ornamentation [&Lm Geul_ (h3H60,

FABwBsi aigh 2 _eom, GUAWEHT Hewev Sjevmsmyb] at 05.00 p.m.

7. Similarly, the temple festival may involve decoration of the
chariot and other expenses, which are normally to be incurred by the
seventh respondent. If the request of the petitioner is accepted, it could
lead not only to disenchantment but also to law and order problems,
thereby jeopardising the temple festival altogether, to the detriment of the
ordinary members of the community and devotees of the temple.
Therefore, I do not find any reason to interfere with the impugned
Resolution of the seventh respondent, the Executive Officer/Fit Person as
this is consistent with the provisions of the H.R. & C.E. Act and the Rules

made thereunder.

8. Therefore, this Writ Petition is liable to be dismissed and is
accordingly dismissed. No costs. Consequently, the connected

Miscellaneous Petitions are closed.

11.08.2026
JEN
NCC :Yes/No
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To

1.The Commissioner,
Hindu Religious and Charitable
Endowments Department, Chennai.

2.The Joint Commissioner,
Hindu Religious and Charitable

Endowments Department, Thiruppur.

3.The Assistant Commissioner,
Hindu Religious and Charitable
Endowments Department, Karur.

4.The District Collector,
Karur.

5.The Superintendent of Police,
Karur.

6.The Tahsildar,
Kulithalai,
Karur District.
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C.SARAVANAN, J.

JEN

W.P.(MD) No.23134 of 2026

11.08.2026




