
W.P(MD)No. 7572 of 2026

BEFORE THE MADURAI BENCH OF MADRAS HIGH COURT

DATED :18.03.2026

CORAM:

THE HONOURABLE MR JUSTICE D.BHARATHA CHAKRAVARTHY

W.P(MD)No. 7572 of 2026
and

W.M.P.(MD) No.6216 of 2026

1. A.R.C.Shanmugam Pallavarayar,

2. Lakshmanan Nattar,

3. Madhavan Kaliyarayar,

4. Theethappan,

5. Nalliah,

6. Sivasubramanian,

7. Selvam,

8. Pannerselvam,

9. Marimuthu,

10. Arumburaj,

11. Pannerselvam.                            ... Petitioners

Vs
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W.P(MD)No. 7572 of 2026

1. The Commissioner,
HR& CE Department,
Office of the Commissioner, 
No. 119, Uthamar Gandhi Road, 
Nungambakkam, 
Chennai 600 034.

2. The Joint Commissioner,
HR & CE Department, 
Office of the Joint Commissioner, 
S.M. Salai, 
Thanjavur - 1.

3. The Assistant Commissioner,
Office of the Assistant Commissioner, 
Pudukkottai.

4. The Executive Officer,
Narthamalai A/m. Sri Muthumariyamman Temple, 
Narthamalai, 
Pudukkottai District.                        ... Respondents

PRAYER: Writ Petition filed under Article 226 of the Constitution of 
India,  praying  this  Court  to  issue  a  Writ  of  Mandamus  directing  the 
Respondent 1-3 to direct the fourth respondent Temple to print the invite 
mentioning the Mandagapadi with the name of Mandagapididharars as 
per  the  long  standing  practice,  custom and  usage  of  the  said  Temple 
being  followed  for  all  these  years  for  the  ensuing  Panguni  festival 
between 22.03.2026 to 14.04.2026.

             For Petitioner :  Mr. S.I.Muthiah

       For R1 to R3 : Mr.J.K.Jayaselan
  Government Advocate

      For R4 : Mr.G.Mannavan
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  O R D E R

The writ petition is filed for a Mandamus to direct the respondents 

1  to  3  to  direct  the  fourth  respondent  temple  to  print  the  invite, 

mentioning the mandagapadi with the names of the mandagapadidarars 

as per the long-standing practice, custom, and usage of the said temple, 

being  followed  for  all  these  years  for  the  ensuing  Panguni  festival 

between 22.03.2026 and 14.04.2026.

2.  The  learned  counsel  for  the  petitioners,  by  pointing  out  the 

customary practice that was prevailing in the temple, would submit that 

the  representation  of  the  petitioners  is  to  print  the  names  of  the 

petitioners in the invitation along with their ‘pattapeyar’ (gl;lg;bgau;). 

3. The pattapeyar is not any pattam (gl;lk;) in that sense, but it is the 

name of the caste. Caste is the non-existent thing, which is existent only 

in the minds of the people and the system that was followed is against the 

constitutional  principles  of  equality.  Temple  festivals  cannot  be  a 

breeding  ground  for  the  proliferation  of  the  caste.  The  constitutional 
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mandate is only to promote an egalitarian society and to annihilate the 

caste and the caste differences.

4.  That  being the position,  the petitioners'  prayer to include the 

caste name cannot be countenanced. The petitioners also point out that in 

respect  of  some  other  persons,  the  name  bordering  on  the  caste  is 

mentioned. That also should not be undertaken in the ensuing years. To 

have  persons  wash one's  clothes  on  the  basis  of  his  birth  by itself  is 

against all tenets of human rights. The same should not be recognized 

even directly or indirectly and even in the invitation. In any event, the 

said persons are not before this Court.

5. As far as the petitioners’ claim is concerned, considering the fact 

that  the  claim is  opposed to  public  policy  and  unconstitutional,  I  am 

unable  to  heed  the  prayer  made  by  the  petitioner.  Further,  in  the 

invitation,  in  a  generic  manner,  the  persons  who  are  sponsoring  or 

conducting  the  mandapadi  are  mentioned  as  ‘urkarargal’  (Cu;fhuu;fs;), 

which is fair and correct.
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6.  Accordingly,  the  Writ  Petition  stands  dismissed.  No  costs. 

W.M.P.(MD) No.6216 of 2026 is ordered.

NCC      :  Yes/No        18.03.2026

apd 

To
1. The Commissioner,
HR& CE Department,
Office of the Commissioner, 
No. 119, Uthamar Gandhi Road, 
Nungambakkam, 
Chennai 600 034.

2. The Joint Commissioner,
HR & CE Department, 
Office of the Joint Commissioner, 
S.M. Salai, 
Thanjavur - 1.

3. The Assistant Commissioner,
Office of the Assistant Commissioner, 
Pudukkottai.
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D.BHARATHA CHAKRAVARTHY  .,J.  

apd

ORDER  MADE IN

W.P(MD)No. 7572 of 2026

18.03.2026
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