WP No.46723 of 2025

IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE AT MADRAS
DATED : 27.01.2026
CORAM
THE HONOURABLE Ms. JUSTICE P.T. ASHA

W.P.No0.46723 of 2025
and W.M.P.Nos.52139 of 2025

M/S Asian Fertilizers,

Partnership Firm, represented by its Partner, P.Mayil Devi,
No0.399, RS No. 96/2 North Street,

Panaiyur Vaillage,

Madurai — 625 009

... Petitioner

Vs.
1. The Union of India

Represented by its Secretary
Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers
Department of Fertilizers

Sasthri Bhawan,

New Delhi — 110001

2. The Additional Secretary
Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers
Department of fertilizers
Sasthri Bhawan
New Delhi — 110001
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3. The Secretary

Department of Agriculture

The Government of Tamilnadu
Chepauk,

Chennai 600 005

4. The Commissioner of Agriculture
Department of Agriculture
The Government of Tamil Nadu
Chepauk,
Chennai — 600005 ... Respondents

PRAYER: Writ Petition filed under Article 226 of the Constitution of
India praying to issue a Writ of Mandamus, directing the respondents to
take necessary steps for the release of raw materials by restoring the

petitioner's access to the IFMS portal for the allotment of subsidized

fertilizers.
For Petitioner : Mr. I.Abrar Mohamed Abdullah
For Respondents-1 & 2 : Mr.K.R.Samratt,
Senior Panel Counsel
For Respondents - 3&4 ; Mr. P.Muthukumar
Additional Advocate General
M/s. Anitha

Special Government Pleader

ORDER
The above Writ Petition has been filed for the following relief:
“to 1ssue a Writ of Mandamus, directing the respondents
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to take necessary steps for the release of raw materials by

restoring the petitioner's access to the IFMS portal for the

allotment of subsidized fertilizers.

2. It is the case of the petitioner that he is a licensed
fertilizer mixture manufacturer who had been blocked out from the IFMS
portal (Integrated Fertilizer Management System), which is the sole mode
through which straight fertilizers are procured for the purpose of creating

customized mixtures for independent agricultural requirements.

3. It 1s the further case of the petitioner that the IFMS is the
centralized nationwide network that monitors the fertilizer supply chain
from production to the end user via Point of Sale (POS) machines. The
development, maintenance and control of the IFMS portal including the
“Mixture Manufacturer Registration Module” 1s solely under the control of
the Central government and it is the respondents who are the sole and
ultimate authority to grant access or deny access to the IFMS system and to
resolve any technical impediments. The state Government in turn, who is
represented by respondents 3 and 4, functions as the primary implementing

and regulatory authority at the State level. They are entrusted with the task
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of enforcement of the Fertilizer (Control) Order 1985 which includes

functions like issuing, renewing and suspending licenses for fertilizer
mixture manufacturers within the State's jurisdiction. The Joint Directors of
Agriculture (JDA) are required to conduct mandatory inspections and are
vested with the authority to issue or cancel such licenses and initiate
punitive action. The State-level Appellate authority is the Additional
Director of Agriculture (Seeds) who is empowered to hear appeals and
revoke license cancellations. In the IFMS system, the State Government
acts as a mandatory liaison. Though the State Government has no control
over the Central portal, however they are bound to verify the legitimacy of
manufacturers and approve their raw materials allocations and thereafter

communicate the same to the central Government.

4. The petitioner and similarly placed business entities are small
and medium scale entrepreneurs engaged in the business of manufacturing
and selling standard mixture fertilizers and operate under the license issued
by the Government under the Fertilizer (Control) Order 1985. This model is
fundamentally dependent on the Government's subsidy scheme as they
procure primary raw materials to create customized mixtures as per the

respective agricultural needs.
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5. The petitioner would submit that he and similarly placed
persons were given valid licences under the fertilizer control order for the
manufacturer of mixture fertilizer and were given an identification number
and password for access to the module. However, all of a sudden, without
any explanation or reason, their access to the IFMS portal was locked out.
The petitioner would submit that they have been holding a licence for
several years and are now being arbitrarily blocked out. During the current
Rabi season September 2025, the petitioner and other units made a request
for raw materials allocations. However, their request was not approved on

the ground that in the earlier season, there was no usage of raw materials.

6. The petitioner would further submit that the IFMS module requires
that the final approval has to be made by the State Government on or before
30 September for the Rabi season and 31 March for the Kharif season. After
these dates, the IFMS system blocks access to the approval modules till the
start of the next season. That apart, each authorized person has their
Aadhaar and Biometric link to the system and only this authorized person
can draw the raw material by using the POS machine. The petitioner would

submit that when they had attempted to complete the POS transactions, the
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screen flashed a pop up error message stating “Sale to unregistered Mixture

Manufacturer is not allowed”. The petitioner would submit that by reason
of this, they are unable to run their unit. Therefore, the petitioner has come

forward with the present in question.

7.Heard the learned counsels on either side and perused the materials

available on record.

8. From the records, it is seen that the order of suspension issued to
the petitioner has subsequently been revoked by proceedings dated
30.03.2024 wherein the following order has been passed.

llM/S.mstrﬂsufr&sﬁ Qurligemeuamen, Gaml mMmeisTgslkr 8

SHOMEI 2 THIGET 2 MUSE) o flomiser 27.09.2023 ey FCTTE),

CouemmenoTemin  @emeT  @WEGSHT 2 1flold ARG  YSSTTLD

QupPaTe BrESTLIS @rsg GEWWiLL (G Hrarg Csekusmr

o7 oo Erag Qe @erer  KenauiCaGu o aTeTSTE,

I|56meT GLLl SEOTL606TEH  SHTEULTS &3 rGrm@,

CouermemTenio  @ememT  @UISESHITE Kmeergser o

o flon @reg Gewg yeoemrut uulL 2 ggrafkmer  glmou

Qupms QameTer PRMSSILL LSS Q&TLTHS
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M/s.ushamss  Qurligsmasta, Camil MnesTgssl 8 same

o7 o fomser BgTar @rsg o ssralkver WHer QUNLILGEDS.
Cug @etsunyemn oymer SoLssl Qupp  ErafkSEHS
somal oy o fomsmer e QeweuT eng OEmsmT(

oy @G (LpsuL %msﬁﬁruﬂ_ﬁlu@aﬂmgj."

9. It is evident from the records that similar relief has been granted to
other licensees. The petitioner was denied access to the IFMS portal only on
account of the suspension of his licence. Considering the fact that the order
of suspension of the petitioner's licence has already been revoked, there is
no impediment to once again permitting the petitioner to access the IFMS

portal.

10. Accordingly, the writ petition is allowed, and the respondents
are directed to restore the petitioner’s access to the IFMS portal for
allotment of subsidized fertilizers within a period of two weeks from the
date of receipt of a copy of this order. No costs. Consequently, connected

miscellaneous petition is closed.

27.01.2026
Index : Yes/No
Speaking Order : Yes/No
srn
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To

. The Secretary

Union of India

Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers
Department of Fertilizers

Sasthri Bhawan,

New Delhi — 110001

. The Additional Secretary

Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers
Department of fertilizers

Sasthri Bhawan

New Delhi — 110001

. The Secretary

Department of Agriculture

The Government of Tamil Nadu
Chepauk,

Chennai 600 005

4. The Commissioner of Agriculture
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The Government of Tamil Nadu
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Chennai — 600005
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P.T. ASHA, J,

Srm

W.P.No0.46723 of 2025
and
W.M.P.No0s.52139 of 2025

27.01.2026



