CrlLO.PNo.20133 itk
THE HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE AT MADRAS
DATED : 06.08.2026
CORAM
THE HONOURABLE Mr. JUSTICE C.KUMARAPPAN
Crl.O.P.No.20133 of 2026
1. Mohan
2. Joseph Jegan
3. Daniel Titus Singh ... Petitioner(s)
Vs.
The State rep. by
The Inspector of Police,
C-2 Periyapalayam Police Station, Chennai ... Respondent(s)
Crime No.218 of 2026

PRAYER : Criminal Original Petition filed under Section 483 of BNSS, 2023,
to enlarge the petitioner on bail concerned in Crime No.218 of 2026 pending on
the file of the respondent police.

For Petitioner(s) : Mr.R.C.Paul Kanagaraj

For Respondent(s) : Mr.S.Yogaraja Sekar,
Government Advocate (Crl.Side)

ORDER
The petitioners, who were arrested and remanded to judicial custody on
22.06.2026 for the alleged offences under Sections 105 and 125(a) of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 r/w Sections 14(1) and 3 of the Casual Labour
Act and subsequently altered to Sections 125(a), 105 of BNS r/w Section 3A

and Section 14(1) of the Child and Adolescent Labour (Prohibition and
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Regulation) Act, 1986, in Crime No0.218 of 2026 on the file of the respondent
police, seek bail.

2. It is the case of the prosecution that there are totally four accused and
that the petitioners herein are Accused Nos.1 to 3. The first and second
petitioners are the Directors of St. Peter & Paul Sea Food Export Private
Limited and the third petitioner is the Manager of St. Peter & Paul Sea Food
Export Private Limited. Due to an unfortunate disaster that occurred in the said
Company, 18 employees died and 57 were injured. Hence, the case.

3. The learned counsel for the petitioners would submit that the
occurrence was only an accident and that there was no negligence on their part.
It is also his submission that they are cooperating with the investigation and that
they surrendered before the respondent police. He further submitted that the first
petitioner underwent bypass surgery in the year 2019 and hence, his further
custody would deteriorate his health condition. Furthermore, he has also filed
affidavits on behalf of the first and second petitioners, undertaking to jointly pay
each of the deceased a sum of Rs.10,00,000/- to show their bona fides and that
they stand with the victims as well as the deceased’s family and the deposit
which they undertake to pay is over and above the statutory claim, if any, of the
legal heirs of the deceased and the injured victims. In this connection, it is
appropriate to extract the affidavits filed on behalf of the first and second

petitioners.
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4. The affidavit filed by the first petitioner is reproduced hereunder:-

[ THE HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE AT MADRAS
CRL. O.F. No. 20133 of 2026
In
Crl. O.FP Ne. 17764 of 2026
In
Cr. No. 218 of 2026
(on the flle of the respondent)

P .".-1||||::|'|: WAt

B0, Murmgs,

BT/ 206, Elava Madali Sreet,

FPrioce Yillage, Tondiarper,

Clhennai - 00081
2. Jdoseph Jegan, M 49,

B0, Murades,

New MNo-10, O1d Na 21,

West Madha Kowil Soreet

Eovapuram,

Chennai - 000132
3. Daniel Titus Singh, W7,

B0 Haparulnam,

Mo, 8, Perungudi;, 67 Cross Street,

CEI Colomy, Shalinganallur,

Chennai - S00096 CoPetitioners S Accused

V&,

Zhate Rep by,
The Inspectar af Palie,
-2, Periyapalayam Police Station,
Clhicnnai. - Respondent SMCamplionant

AFFIDAVIT OF MOHAN

L Mebian, 500, Murades, Mals; aged shout 57 voars. residing at

137 220a, Elava Mudali Strest, Pronce Village, Tondiarpet, Chennai -
AU00RT, du hereby selemndy allivm und sincersly stare as follows;

1.0 stile that | am the petitioner herein and one of the direccoors of

the company 30 Peter & Paul Sea Food Export Pet. Led and [ have

algc been srTayed &8 an accuscd o the cage registered in O Moo

A T
G, K s IR AT ALY

CENTRAL PRISON - Tl %
auFHAL, CHEMRA| - a6 i

3/22

https://lwww.mhc.tn.gov.in/judis



Crl.0.P.N0.20133 ¢ Fa

218 of 2026 tor ulfences ufs 105 and 125(0) of BNS and Sec 14(1)
urid 3 af Caswal Labour Act as such | am well acquesnted with Lhe
facts aoud circumstances of Lhe caac,

o, | atate thal our company is ndulged in the busimess of CEPOTLUTIE,
sea fands to virious countries. Our company was established in
the year 2011 by obtainung proper licenses. The license granted by
the departments were duly renewed time o e and are shill in
faree. T stale that our company is having anmual lurmnever around
00 Crores.

9 | state that nn 21,06:2026, there was an acciden! occurred in our
company premises ul around 10,90 am due to ammonia leakige
from the coolant valve amd due to the spread of ammonia gas, the
praployvess present there were all got affected and gut of this
aerident 18 employees were declared dead and 57 employess wers
injured,

1. T atate that at the fime of occurrence che employees who were
laking rest mear the ammonia plant were all got affected and
immediately on coming o knowr sbhoul the above octUrTonos. |
weml 1o the spot, assisted the cmplovess i taking them to the
hoapical and took my best efforts for getting medical treatmenl [ol

the affected smploves, | state that mysell along with the other

-

£l
(.
4 L < EaE _
FR AFARILOTZ ¢ DR

LPERTRAL PRISON - T
o ZHAL, CHERMA| - 600 oHEN
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dirsctor had went to the spol tmmedinlely after coming to kerucrer
about the incident hiad taken place.

1 atare that the pest day of the eoourrencs, we Wers prrested and

cn

were subjected to judicial custody, our employees had mixle the
Aecessany arranpgements and fulliNed the renuirements Teguesied
by the governmenl and through our company staffs we have taksn
sleps by spending aimost s 4% lukhs through the governmcnt
e gave proper accommodalion o the company e ployses and
we had alao (akon necessary arrangEmenia for sending uoir
company staffs w their nalive places and the antirc Sxpenses wers
borne out by the company, | furdher state Lhat we have also
complied all conditions insisted b the government on fime-to-lime
bansia.

5.1 slute that after the alleged incident, the company TLas heen
tempuririly sealed by the guthonties and the ammana gas was
also gafely cleared [ram the siorage. | siate thal due to the above
CCLTTETICE, 7o Bnploves WS hospitalized among. them 18
persons were declared dead.

2 | srate thal in respect of the 18 deceased persons, 1 sy hereby
renddy and willing fo pay Rs |0 lakb per hewd motaling Rs.
1,80,00.000,- which T am ready to deposit in court in the orime

me. A of 2026 ponding investigation on (he file ol the respondent

EX

F e T o ':;'{ '.ff.;..-’ e
L AN ==

JEpwTmaL FRISON - T '
b A - 500 DB
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and further 1 hereby undertake that the above depositamaount g}

rospeet of the deccased individual, the company will nat claim or

adjust with any of the ather Rature cluimea that woald be made by

themm, 1 scate that 1 am making this deposil out of my awn voliluon

fisrther in reapect of the ather 57 injured cmployes, we are hereby

undertaking ta comply the conditian imposed by this cours in this

il petilion.

& | state the 1 am swearing this affidavit out of my owmn wrill mnd Tl

an any coercion of indue imfluence,

Henet it is therefors prayed thal this Hon'ble court muy be plensed

i record this alfidarit and enlargs e on badl in Cr. Mo, 218 of 2000

pending inveatigalion on the file of the respondent and thus render

justiee.

Solemnby effirmed gl Chennes
this  day of Augusl 2020,
and sined his name o my

j L e L

REFOREE ME,

Ay
-; e ) I.hlll'.
_E""-" l'.:, Lﬁ‘E’.#I._'

o e -
i PRISON * o=
: JEE#'F\ {:JJE?';H-n'-,l _ Ry R
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5. The affidavit filed by the second petitioner is reproduced hereunder:-

IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE AT MADRAS
CRL. O.P, No, 20133 of 2026

Crl. O.P No. 17764 of 2026

Cr. No. 218 of 2026
jon the file of the respondent]

. Mohan, M /57,
/0, Muraies,

B7 /206 Elaya Mudnli Street,

Prince Village, Tandiarpet,
Chennai - 6000481

2, Joseph Jegan, M/49,
370, Muraics,
Mo Neo-10, Old No 21,
Weat Madhn Kovil Street,
Fovapuram,
Chennai - G00013

3, Daniel Titus Singh, M/ 70,
5/ 0, Rajaratnanm,

Mo 06, Perungudi, 6% Cross Street,
CBl Colony, Sholinganaliur,

Chennai - BOO0EG
Va
State Rep by,
The Inspector ol Police,

C-2, Perivapalayam Police Statwon,

Chennal.

... Petitioners, Avciiged

- Respandent ! Complainanlt

AFFIDAVIT OF JOSEPH JEGAN

I Joseph Jegan, 8/0. Muraies, aged about 49 years, residing at

Mew Mo-10, Old Mo 21, West Madha Keoeeil Strect,  Royapurm,

Chennal - 600013, do herehy solemnly affirm and sincerely state as

follows;

|JI',
R T
o T

LCERTRAL PRISON - 61
rw iPHAL, CHENNAY - 200, (0.

f
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1. I atate thar | am the petiticoer hersin and one of the dircceors of
the campany St Poer & Paul Sea Pood Export Pel, Lid sl | haes
also beenarraved as an accused in the case registored in Cr. Mo,
218 of 2026 for offences wfs 105 and 12550 of BNS and Sec, 141
and 3 of Cazual Labour Act as such 1 am well acquainoed with the
[icls aned circumatances of the case

2. T atate that our cempany 1= irdulgad in the business of axporring
wen fnode o varons countries, Our compéany wes eatablished 1o
the year 20017 &y abiaining proper licenacs, The liccnse granted by
the departments were duly renewsd Dime oo orre s are sl in
force, T state that our company 1= having annual Ldmicver aroungd
S0 Crores

201 srate that on 21,0630, thers was an acciden] aceirreed in o
company premises at saround 1020 am due to ammonta Lo 5
from the coolant valve and due o the soread of ammania gas. the
emaplavecs present Lhere sere all gol affected and oot of this
acemdent 18 employees were declared dead und 57 emplovess were
imjiered, 1

4. 1 atate thal a1 the time of occurrence the emplovess who were
laking rest near the ammoriic plant were all got affected and 1
immedilely o enming to know aboul e ebove ocourrendee,
went to the spol, assisted the employees in taking lhem o the

f}" Hmﬁn'x ﬁ\ ‘ ]

CENTRAL FRison - M :
PLIZHAL, CHEMMAT . g0g 098-
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hospital and toak my best efforts for getring medical ceatment for
the affectrd emploves. | atate thar maself along with the other
tdirecior had went to the apol mmediatcly after coming o know
aacLt the incident had 1aken place.

oo Latawe that the next day of the gcourrence, we were arrested sl
were syuljecied to judicial custady, our emplovees had made the
hevessary arrangements and ublled the reguirements requested
taw the government and lhrough our company sialls we have taken
stops by spending almost Re 4% lakhs lhrough the government
sl grve proper sccommndation Lo the company empluyees and
we had also faken necessary arrangements for seading own
company staffs o lne;u; native places amil the sntire cxpenses were
horme out by che campany, | (urther state thad we have also
complied all condions insisted by the government on tme-to Hme
WIElS,

| B. 1 state that afier the aelleged incidenr, the company has been

temporarily scaled by the muthonves and the ammonia gas was
algo zafelv cleared (rom the storage. | stare that due to the aliove
phrlrrenes. 73 employes were hospitalized among them 18
prersans werse declared dead.

7, 1 stare thar in respect of the 18 deceased persons. [ am heseby

ready and willing w pay Rs. 10 lakh per head tomaling Rs,

g |
fe, A E%'% 2 ,&}f
Ayttt

£ CENTRAL PRISON - 1T
TLZHAL CHERNMNAL . Goo Dol
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L3000, 000 /- which | am ready to deposit in coucl i the crime
na. 218 of Q026 pending investigation an the fle of the reapondent
and further [ hereby undertake Lhat the above deposit smouns in
respect of the deccased individual, the company will nol ¢lwm or
adjust with any of fhe other future claima that would be made by
them, | stale thar I am making rhis deposit out of my own volition
further in reapect nf the alber 37 injured emploves, we are herchy
undertaking to comply the condition fmosed by this court in this

briail petitioT.

.l atare the Tam swearimg Lhis affidssit our of my own wdll and e

n ANy cosrvien of indue influence.

Hemos it is thercfore prayed thal this Hon'ble court may be pleased

to record] this affidavit and enlaree me on bail in O No, 218 of 20026

prading investignbon on the file of the respondent and thua render

Juslice,

Solemnly alfirmed at Chennai
thiz  day of August 20206,
and signed his name in my

o R,

,cg;\%@%“

BEFOREE ME,

B e

par o GfaR
LYATLOTE
t,Pmson - 18 g

o #H AR CHENRAY - 600 Y25
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6. The learned counsel for the petitioners further submitted that a major
portion of the investigation has already been completed and that they undertake
to cooperate with the investigation. He further submitted that the company has
the wherewithal to pay the amount and, in this connection, he has also submitted
the Balance Certificate of Axis Bank, Anna Nagar, Chennai Branch, pertains to
the Company which shows that, as on today, there is a credit of around Rs.26

crores.

7. Per contra, the learned Government Advocate (Crl. Side) would submit
that, so far, 18 workers, including 4 minor children, have lost their lives and that
57 injured victims sustained different levels of injuries. Out of the 57 injured
victims, all of them have been discharged from the hospital except one victim
who is still undergoing treatment; however, she is stable and out of danger. It is
the further submission that, so far, they have examined 154 witnesses, including
57 victims, and have also collected 54 documents. He further objected on the
ground that the petitioners, being responsible persons, should have conducted
safety audits and statutory inspections and that, only because of the safety
deficiency, there was an ammonia gas leak, and this incident is one of the
biggest disasters of recent times. He has also submitted the list containing the

details of the deceased as well as the injured victims.
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8. I have given my anxious consideration to either side submission.

9. Absolutely, this is a big disaster where we have lost 18 innocent lives

of young girls; further, there are 57 victims who sustained various degrees of

injuries. The particulars of the deceased, including their names, addresses,

Aadhaar numbers, the hospitals in which they were treated, the dates of their

demise, and other relevant details,

Government (Crl.Side). For the sake of ready reference, the

below in the form of a scanned copy:-
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10. The scanned copy of the injured victim who underwent treatment in

the Vels Hospital is depicted as follows:-
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11. The scanned copy of the injured victim who underwent treatment in

the Venkateswara Hospital is depicted as follows:-
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12. The scanned copy of the injured victims who underwent treatment in

the Rajiv Gandhi Hospital is depicted as follows:-
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F%ara Sarenga TRATAA TO4SERSATE0LOCEE  |hew Gardhi Hosaltal 1007 2025 SURSSH
|
Mo, Shidrs Jusnpa,
35wl fuanga il -FRRO2E SITHERRDATIADG R [Aaiw Sanohi Hosaital 12072008 SURESH
Glanacwam Nayek,
A Lani Mavvak sl T 0018 dnEAaNEAETOdha | Fajle Geacnl Hosplta ) (37052026 1 BESH
e, Maresidez
lzanga, Kangamati, |
Talanars, Teiknl, \ |
BlATa duanpa Feanrdu biar, Oidis'ra ."._.J._Hgi@!::HH_'.H!H. Celiznn Rajie Baodhl Hespag: 1007, 2026 ISURESH
Guala luanga Rzvang, |
frerdalasapal, [ |
Kendihar, Cdisan - |
bl e T (YT 7 RANA [ETTELE0PELAT Celiva |Rajiv kandhi Hespefa ! TOL07. 20126 SURESH

13. The scanned copy of the injured victim who underwent treatment in

the Stanley Hospital is depicted as follows:-

i 7 Srmnley llzealkal
i.Hu. Hunwe nf imnirams Sdddrrar axcher 4z, srane b ik Lraz Dol Sl 8 RAC 1913

Telizatn

langa. 1,

TubTatn | |
17s*rin bz Srihe SEMEUIE cula falachey kgl (Techamped 2L ET5=
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14. While looking into the factual position, the occurrence took place on
21.06.2026 and, from the counter-statement, this Court could see that the
respondent has so far examined 154 witnesses, including 57 injured victims.
From the above statement, this Court is of the firm view that a substantial
portion of the investigation might have been completed. At this juncture, the
learned counsel for the petitioners would contend that the occurrence which
took place on the fateful day was a mere accident and not on account of any
negligence on the part of the petitioners. According to him, the said issue
requires a detailed probe and can be established only during the course of trial.
Further, the first petitioner has undergone bypass surgery and that the first and
second petitioners have also come up with an affidavit to jointly deposit a sum
of Rs.10,00,000/- to each one of the deceased victims, as well as further
compensation to the injured victims as ordered by this Court. In such view of
the above factual position and considering the other attending circumstances,
which were discussed hereinabove, this Court is inclined to enlarge the

petitioners on bail.

15. In such view of the above circumstances, taking into consideration the
totality of the circumstances, the period of incarceration undergone by the

petitioners, and the fact that a major portion of the investigation has been
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completed, this Court is inclined to enlarge the petitioners on bail, subject to the
condition that the first and second petitioners shall jointly deposit a sum of
Rs.10,00,000/- (Rupees Ten Lakhs only) to the legal heirs of each one of the
deceased victims, totalling a sum of Rs.1,80,00,000/- (Rupees One Crore and

Eighty Lakhs only).

16. Considering the duration of the treatment taken by the injured victims,
this Court would like to categorise their quantum of compensation into three
categories, viz., (i) those who have undergone treatment for a period of less than
5 days, the compensation is Rs.1,00,000/- (Rupees One Lakh only) each; (ii)
those who have undergone treatment for a period of 5 to 10 days, the
compensation is Rs.1,50,000/- (Rupees One Lakh Fifty Thousand only) each;
and (iii) those who have undergone treatment for a period of more than 10 days,
Rs.2,00,000/- (Rupees Two Lakhs only) each. Therefore, the first and second
petitioners shall jointly deposit a sum of Rs.83,50,000/- (Rupees Eighty-Three
Lakhs Fifty Thousand only) towards the compensation for 57 injured victims.
However, the Chairman, District Legal Services Authority, Tiruvallur under the
guidance of the Member Secretary, Tamil Nadu State Legal Services Authority,
Chennai, is directed to coordinate with the respective State Legal Services
Authorities for the early disbursal of the amount to the legal heirs of the

deceased as well as the injured victims to their respective bank accounts
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directly.

17. Accordingly, the petitioners are ordered to be released on bail on their
executing a bond for a sum of Rs.25,000/- (Rupees Twenty Five Thousand only)
with two sureties each for a like sum to the satisfaction of the learned District
Munsif cum Judicial Magistrate, Uthukottai, and subject to the following
conditions:

[a] The first and second petitioners shall jointly
deposit a sum of Rs.10,00,000/- (Rupees Ten Lakhs only) to
each of the deceased victims, totalling a sum of
Rs.1,80,00,000/- (Rupees One Crore and Eighty Lakhs only),
by way of Demand Draft in favour of the District Munsif-
cum-Judicial Magistrate, Uthukottai, as per the undertaking
given by the first and second petitioners as compensation to
the legal heirs of the deceased victims, which amount shall
be over and above the other statutory compensation payable

to the legal heirs of the deceased victims, if any.

[b] The first and second petitioners shall jointly
deposit a sum of Rs.1,00,000/- (Rupees One Lakh only) each
to those 23 injured victims who have undergone treatment
for less than 5 days, totalling a sum of Rs.23,00,000/-
(Rupees Twenty-Three Lakhs only), and a sum of
Rs.1,50,000/- (Rupees One Lakh Fifty Thousand only) each
to those 15 injured victims who have undergone treatment
for a period of 5 to 10 days, totalling a sum of Rs.22,50,000/-
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(Rupees Twenty-Two Lakhs Fifty Thousand only), and a
sum of Rs.2,00,000/- (Rupees Two Lakhs only) each to those
19 injured victims who have undergone treatment for more
than 10 days, totalling a sum of Rs.38,00,000/- (Rupees
Thirty Eight Lakhs only), totalling a sum of Rs.83,50,000/-
(Rupees Eighty-Three Lakhs Fifty Thousand only), by way
of Demand Draft in favour of the District Munsif-cum-
Judicial Magistrate, Uthukottai, as per the undertaking given
by the first and second petitioners as compensation to the
injured victims, which amount shall be over and above the
other statutory compensation payable to the injured victims,

if any.

[c] On such amount being deposited, the Chairman,
District Legal Services Authority, Tiruvallur under the
guidence of the Member Secretary, Tamil Nadu State Legal
Services Authority, Chennai, is directed to coordinate with
the respective State Legal Services Authorities for the early
disbursal of the amount to the eligible persons as ordered

hereinabove within a period of one month from today.

[d] the sureties shall affix their photographs and Left
Thumb Impression in the Application for Surety ship
[Judicial Form No.46 annexed to 'The Criminal Rules of
Practice, 2019']. The learned Magistrate shall obtain a copy

of any one of the identity proofs to ensure their identity;

[e] the petitioners shall report before the respondent
police everyday at 10.30 a.m. for a period of two weeks and

thereafter as and when required for interrogation;
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[f] the petitioners shall not abscond either during
investigation or trial;

[g] the petitioners shall not tamper with the evidence
or witness either during investigation or trial;

[h] on breach of any of the aforementioned conditions,
the learned Magistrate/Trial Court is entitled to take
appropriate action against the petitioners in accordance with
law as if the conditions had been imposed and the petitioner
released on bail by the learned Magistrate/Trial Court itself,
as laid down by the Hon'ble Supreme Court in P.K.Shaji vs.
State of Kerala [(2005)13 SCC 283];

[i] if the petitioners thereafter abscond, a fresh FIR
may be registered under Section 269 of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita, 2023.

06.08.2026
skr

Note:

1. Registry is directed to forthwith upload this order in the Official
Website of this Court.

2. All concerned to act on this order being uploaded in Official
Website of this Court without insisting on certified hard copies. To

be noted, this order when uploaded in the official website of this
Court will be watermarked and will also have a QR code.
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To

1. The learned District Munsif cum Judicial Magistrate, Uthukottai

2. The Superintendent, Central Prison, Puzhal

3. The Inspector of Police, C-2 Periyapalayam Police Station, Chennai
4. The Public Prosecutor, High Court of Madras.

Copy to

1. The Member Secretary,
Tamil Nadu State Legal Services Authority.

2. The Chairman,
District Legal Services Authoirty,

Tiruvallur.

3. The Member Secretary,
Odisha State Legal Services Authority.

4. The Member Secretary,
Assam State Legal Services Authority.

5. The Member Secretary,
Jharkhand State Legal Services Authority.

6. The Member Secretary,
West Bengal State Legal Services Authority.

7. The Member Secretary,
Kerala State Legal Services Authority.
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C.KUMARAPPAN,J.

skr

Crl.0.P.No.20133 of 2026

06.08.2026
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