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IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE AT MADRAS

DATED: 22-07-2026

CORAM

THE HON'BLE MR.JUSTICE MOHAMMED SHAFFIQ

WP No.28279 of 2026
and

WMP No.30993 of 2026
Narayanan

..Petitioner
Vs

1. The Principal Secretary to Government,
Revenue Department,
Government of Tamil Nadu,
Chennai.

2. The District Collector,
Salem District.

3. The Tahsildar,
Mettur Taluk,
Salem District.

4. The Divisional Engineer,
Tamil Nadu State Highways Department,
Mettur Division,
Salem District.

5. The Executive Director (Pipelines),
Head -Pipelines (Southern Region),
Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited,
Southern Regional Office,
No.1, Ranganathan Gardens,
Off 11th Main Road, Anna Nagar (West),
Chennai-600 040.

6. M/s. Pratham EPC Projects Limited,
A-1101-1102, Sankalp Iconic Towers,
Nr. New York Timber, Opp. ISRO, Colony,
Iscon -Ambli Road, Vikram Nagar,
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Ahmedabad-380 054

..Respondent(s)

PRAYER:  Writ Petition filed under Article 226 of the Constitution of India, 

praying to issue Writ of  Mandamus, forbearing  respondents,  their  officers, 

servants, agents, contractors or any person claiming through them from entering 

upon,  excavating,  trenching  or  laying  pipeline  through  petitioner’s  land 

comprised  in  Survey  No.100/1C,  Thoramangalam  Village,  Mettur  Taluk, 

Salem District, except by following the mandatory procedure prescribed under 

the petroleum and Minerals Pipelines (Acquisition of right of user in land) Act, 

1962 and other applicable laws, and consequently direct respondents to consider 

and dispose of petitioner’s representation dated 29.06.2026, within a time frame 

to be fixed by this court.

For Petitioner(s): Mr.R.Kannan

For Respondent(s): Mr.J.V.Sakthi Baalakrishnan
for Government
for Respondents

ORDER

The present  writ  petition  has  been  filed,  to  forbear  respondents,  their 

officers, servants, agents, contractors or any person claiming through them from 

entering upon, excavating, trenching or laying pipeline through petitioner’s land 

comprised in Survey No.100/1C, situated at  Thoramangalam Village,  Mettur 

Taluk,   Salem District,  except by following mandatory procedure prescribed 

under  the Petroleum and Minerals  Pipelines  (Acquisition of  right  of  user  in 

land) Act, 1962 and other applicable laws, and consequently direct respondents 
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to consider and dispose of petitioner’s representation dated 29.06.2026, within a 

time frame to be fixed by this court.

2.  At  the  outset,  it  was  submitted  by  learned  State  Counsel  for 

respondents 1 to 3 that while proceedings were initiated to acquire petitioner’s 

land vide proceedings dated 13.10.2021. However, the same came to be stayed 

by  this  Court  in  WMP No.28078  of  3033  in  W.P.No.28787  of  2022  dated 

01.11.2022.   It  is  however  clarified  that  no  excavation,  trenching  or  any 

underground work is  being presently  carried on in  petitioner’s  property  and 

would  also  assure  that  any  activity  would  be  carried  out  only  after  either 

acquiring the land under the Land Acquisition Act or  in terms of the Petroleum 

and Minerals Pipelines (Acquisition of Right of User in Land) Act, 1962, which 

was agreed to by learned counsel for petitioner.

3.  Recording  the  same,  writ  petition  stands  disposed  of.  No  costs. 

Consequently, connected miscellaneous petition is closed. 
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Index: Yes/No
Speaking/Non-speaking order
Neutral Citation: Yes/No
MRN
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To
1. The Principal Secretary To Government

Revenue Department,
Government of Tamil Nadu,
Chennai.

2. The District Collector
Salem District.

3. The Tahsildar
Mettur Taluk,
Salem District.

4. The Divisional Engineer
Tamil Nadu State Highways Department,
Mettur Division,
Salem District.

5. The Executive Director (Pipelines)
Head -Pipelines (Southern Region),
Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited,
Southern Regional Office,
No.1, Ranganathan Gardens,
Off 11th Main Road, Anna Nagar (West)
Chennai-600 040
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MOHAMMED SHAFFIQ, J.

MRN
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