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IN THE HIGH COURT OF KARNATAKA AT BENGALURU 
 

DATED THIS THE 12TH DAY OF AUGUST, 2026 
 

PRESENT 
 

THE HON'BLE MR. VIBHU BAKHRU, CHIEF JUSTICE 
 

AND  
 

THE HON'BLE MRS. JUSTICE K.S. HEMALEKHA 
 

WRIT PETITION NO.38290 OF 2025 (GM-MM_S) 
 

BETWEEN: 
 
MR. K.S. SADASHIVAPPA 
S/O. LATE KUMARAPPACHAR, 
AGED ABOUT 58 YEARS, 
MELUR VILLAGE, HARADANAHALLI HOBLI, 
CHAMARAJANAGARA 
TALUK & DISTRICT - 571313. 

…PETITIONER 
 
(BY SRI. P. MAHESHA, ADVOCATE) 
 
AND: 
 
1. THE STATE OF KARNATAKA 

BY ITS SECRETARY, 
 DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY (MINES)  
 VIKASA SOUDA, 
 BENGALURU - 560001. 
 
2. THE DIRECTOR, 

MINES AND GEOLOGY, 
 KHANIJA BHAVANA, 
 RACE COURSE ROAD, 
 BENGALURU - 560001. 
 
3. THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR, 

ILMS, E-CELL, 
 DEPT. OF MINES AND GEOLOGY, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Digitally signed by
MAHALAKSHMI B M
Location: High Court
of Karnataka
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 KHANIJA BHAVANA, 
 RACE COURSE ROAD, 
 BENGALURU - 560001. 
 
4. THE SENIOR GEOLOGIST 

DISTRICT OFFICE PREMISES, 
CHAMARAJANAGAR DISTRICT, 

 CHAMARAJANAGAR - 571313. 
…RESPONDENTS 

 
(BY SMT. NILOUFER AKBAR, ADDL. GOVERNMENT ADVOCATE) 
 
 THIS WRIT PETITION IS FILED UNDER ARTICLES 226 AND 
227 OF THE CONSTITUTION OF INDIA PRAYING TO ISSUE WRIT OF 
MANDAMUS DIRECTING THE RESPONDENT AUTHORITY TO UN-
LOCK THE ILMS TO PETITIONER BY CONSIDERING THE 
REPRESENTATION DATED 15.11.2025, VIDE ANNEXURE-J AND 
ETC. 
 
 THIS PETITION, COMING ON FOR PRELIMINARY HEARING, 
THIS DAY, ORDER WAS MADE THEREIN AS UNDER: 
 
CORAM: HON'BLE MR. VIBHU BAKHRU, CHIEF JUSTICE 

and  
HON'BLE MRS. JUSTICE K.S. HEMALEKHA 

 

ORAL ORDER 
(PER: HON'BLE MR. VIBHU BAKHRU, CHIEF JUSTICE) 

 
1. The petitioner has filed the present petition, inter alia, praying 

as under: 

"(i) Issue writ of Mandamus directing the respondent 
authority to Un-Lock the ILMS to petitioner by 
considering the representation dated 15.11.2025, vide 
Annexure-J. 

 
(ii) Pleased to pass any other order or direction as this 

Hon'ble court feels deem fit under the circumstances 

of the case in the interest of justice and equity."  
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2. The petitioner states that he is the owner of land bearing 

Sy.No.43/4, to an extent of 1 acre 14 guntas situated at Melur 

Village, Haradanahalli Hobli, Chamarajanagar District and Taluk 

[the Subject land]. He claims that after purchasing the subject 

land, he found black granite deposits therein. Accordingly, he 

applied for conversion of the subject land for quarrying purposes.  

3. It is stated that the subject land was converted and, 

thereafter, on 17.11.2014, the petitioner applied for quarrying 

licence under Rule 32 of the Karnataka Minor Mineral Concession 

Rules, 1994 [the KMMC Rules]. 

4. It is the petitioner's case that, thereafter, No Objection 

Certificates [NOC] were issued by the revenue department and the 

forest department. The said NOCs were placed before the District 

Task Force. On 21.10.2015, the State Level Environment Impact 

Assessment Authority also issued the environmental clearance and 

approved the quarrying plans. The petitioner's application for a 

quarry lease, however, was not processed further in view of the 

Karnataka Minor Mineral Concession (Amendment) Rules, 2016. 

The petitioner states that, subsequently, the KMMC Rules were 

further amended, requiring even patta holders in the erstwhile 
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Mysore region to obtain working permits. The challenge to the said 

amendment is pending before the Supreme Court and an interim 

order has been granted therein.  

5. In view of the above, the respondent authorities have 

approved the quarrying plan for the period 2025-26 to 2029-30 and 

issued the same in favour of the petitioner. The petitioner claims 

that, in terms of the approved quarrying plan, he is entitled to carry 

on the quarrying activities, subject to the payment of royalty, 

compliance with the mining plan, and adherence to the 

environmental clearance. 

6. The petitioner's grievance is that, notwithstanding the 

approval of the quarrying plan, the Integrated Lease Management 

System [the ILMS] portal has been locked. Consequently, the 

petitioner is unable to secure the Mineral Dispatch Permits [the 

MDP] necessary for dispatch of the minerals in question.  

7. The learned Additional Government Advocate, on 

instructions, submits that the petitioner's representation for 

unlocking the ILMS portal would be considered in accordance with 

law within a period of two weeks from date and the decision 

thereon would be communicated to the petitioner.  
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8. In view of the above, we dispose of the petition by directing 

the concerned authorities to examine the petitioner's 

representation. In the event the concerned authorities are of the 

view that the ILMS portal cannot be unlocked, the same shall be 

communicated to the petitioner, along with the reasons for the said 

decision, within the aforesaid period. Conversely, if the authorities 

find that there is no reason to keep the ILMS portal locked, they 

shall unlock the same.  

9. If the decision to keep the ILMS portal locked is not 

communicated within the aforesaid period, the ILMS portal shall be 

unlocked immediately after the expiry of the period of two weeks. 

We are issuing the peremptory directions as the respondents have 

not set out any reasons as to why the petitioner's request for 

unlocking the ILMS portal ought not to be acceded to.  

 

Sd/- 
(VIBHU BAKHRU) 

CHIEF JUSTICE 

 

 

Sd/- 
(K.S. HEMALEKHA) 

JUDGE 
AT 
List No.: 2 Sl No.: 18 


