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IN THE HIGH COURT OF KARNATAKA AT BENGALURU
DATED THIS THE 16™ DAY OF APRIL, 2026

PRESENT
THE HON'BLE MR. VIBHU BAKHRU, CHIEF JUSTICE
AND
THE HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE C.M. POONACHA
WRIT PETITION NO. 33763 OF 2025 (GM-MM_S)

BETWEEN:

SRIL R VENKATESH
AGED ABOUT 65 YEARS,
S/O. LATE RANGASHETTY,
RESIDING AT 4TH CROSS,
DR. LOHIA ROAD,
VIDYANAGAR EXTENSION,
HASSAN-573201.

...PETITIONER
(BY SRI. RAVISHANKAR A, ADVOCATE)

AND:

1. STATE OF KARNATAKA
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE,
M.S. BUILDING,
BENGALURU 560 001,
REP. BY ITS PRINCIPAL SECRETARY.

2. SECRETARY
DEPARTMENT OF INDUSTRIES
AND COMMERCE (MINES),
1ST FLOOR,
VIKASASOUDHA
BANGALORE 560001
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3. DIRECTOR,
DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND GEOLOGY,
NO.49, KHANIJA BHAVAN,
RACE COURSE ROAD,
BANGALORE-560001.

4. THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER,
B.M. ROAD, HASSAN 573201.

5. THE ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER,
HASSAN SUB-DIVISION,
HASSAN 573201.

6. THE TAHSILDHAR,
HASSAN TALUK,
HASSAN-573201

7. THE SENIOR GEOLOGIST
DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND GEOLOGY,
GRAMA PANCHAYATH ROAD,
BEHIND RTO OFFICE,
SATHYAMANGALA,
HASSAN- 573201.

...RESPONDENTS
(BY MS. NILOUFER AKBAR, AGA)

THIS WP IS FILED UNDER ARTICLES 226 & 227 OF THE
CONSTITUTION OF INDIA PRAYING TO ISSUE A WRIT OF
CERTIORARI, QUASHING THE ENDORSEMENT DATED
04/07/2025 ISSUED BY THE 7TH RESPONDENT VIDE
ANNEXURE-Y AND ETC.
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THIS PETITION, COMING ON FOR PRELIMINARY
HEARING, THIS DAY, ORDER WAS MADE THEREIN AS
UNDER:

CORAM: HON'BLE MR. VIBHU BAKHRU, CHIEF JUSTICE
and
HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE C.M. POONACHA

ORAL ORDER
(PER: HON'BLE MR. VIBHU BAKHRU, CHIEF JUSTICE)

1. The petitioner has filed the present petition, inter alia,
impugning an endorsement dated 04.07.2025 issued by
respondent No.7 [Senior Geologist] rejecting the petitioner's
application for quarry license to quarry ornamental stone in an area
extending 4 acres falling in Survey No.10/1 of Dummagere Village,

Shantigrama Hobli, Hassan Taluk.

2. The petitioner states that he had purchased the land
measuring 6 acres and 2 guntas, including 1 acre and 24 guntas in
Survey No.10/1 of Dummagere Village, Shantigrama Hobli, Hassan
Taluk. He submits that he made an application for grant of a quarry
licence for a part of the said land. The Senior Geologist rejected
the said application on the ground that the revenue authorities had

declined to issue the no-objection certificate.
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3. Although the petitioner has challenged the endorsement
dated 04.07.2025 rejecting his application, essentially, the
petitioner is aggrieved by the communications issued by the
revenue authorities, declining to issue an NOC as required under

Rule 8(5) of the Karnataka Minor Mineral Concession Rules, 1994.

4. The learned counsel for the petitioner also referred to a letter
dated 26.04.2021 sent by the Senior Geologist stating that the
conversion of the subject land for industrial [stone quarry] purpose
could be considered. He contends that the impugned endorsement

dated 04.07.2025 is contrary to the said recommendation.

5. We note that the communication dated 27.02.2025 issued by
the Assistant Commissioner, Hassan Sub Division, Hassan
appears to be the basis for declining the petitioner's request for
declining the permission to carry on quarrying activities in the

subject land.

6. Plain reading of the said letter indicates that the villagers of
the Dommagere Village had raised an objection for conducting any

quarrying activities on the subject land. It is also noted that there is
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a lake on the said land and in the given circumstances, the
Assistant Commissioner had forwarded the Tahsildar's report
objecting to the grant of any NOC to the petitioner's proposal for

conducting quarrying activities on the subject land.

7. The Assistant Commissioner also fairly noted that the Village
Map does not show any lake. However, reportedly there was
standing water on the land in question, which the villagers claim is
used by cattle. The petitioner has also annexed photographs in the
subject land, which indicates there is a water body on a portion of

the land.

8. In view of the given circumstances, we are unable to fault the
decision of the Senior Geologist in declining the petitioner's request

for grant of a quarrying license.

9. The petition is unmerited and accordingly dismissed.

10. We clarify that this order would not preclude the petitioner
from availing any other remedies including for seeking alternate

land or compensation if the petitioner is otherwise entitled to.



NC: 2026:KHC:21092-DB
WP No. 33763 of 2025

11. Needless to say that if any such request is made, it would be

considered in accordance with law.

12.  All pending applications are also disposed of.

SD/-
(VIBHU BAKHRU)
CHIEF JUSTICE

SD/-
(C.M. POONACHA)
JUDGE
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