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IN THE HIGH COURT OF KARNATAKA AT BENGALURU
[SHRI. KIRAN KUMAR. S VS. SMT. SOWMYA. N]

10.09.2026
(VIDEO CONFERENCING / PHYSICAL HEARING)

CORAM: HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE JAYANT BANERJI
and
HON'BLE MS. JUSTICE TARA VITASTA GANJU

ORAL ORDER
(PER: HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE JAYANT BANERJI)

When the matter was listed on 22.07.2026, the following
order was passed:

“1. The learned counsel for the complainant submits that
the complainant was present at the Karnataka Mediation
Center at Nyaya Degula Building, on 05.07.2026 as well
as on 19.07.2026 as agreed between the parties and as
recorded by order dated 16.06.2026. The complainant
says that on 15.07.2026, the Mediation Center was
closed and on 19.07.2026, the accused failed to appear.
However, the accused is present in court and says that
she was present on 19.07.2026 at 4.00 p.m. along with
the child till 4.45 p.m.

2. Let the Karnataka Mediation Center submit a report as

to whether the parties were present on the said date.

3. List on 20.08.2026.

4. In the meanwhile, the arrangement recorded in the
order dated 16.06.2026 shall continue.”
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The complainant and the accused are present in Court.
The counsel for the complainant states that on the date fixed
before the Mediation Center, the accused had reached the
Mediation Centre with the child at 04.20 p.m., but refused to
allow the complainant to meet with the child till her lawyer
arrived. The lawyer reached at 04.50 p.m. The visitation time
was for two (2) hours between 04.00 p.m. to 06.00 p.m. For
want of the advocate for the accused, the complainant lost out

on 50 minutes of time with the child.

The Karnataka Mediation Center's report is dated
13.08.2026. It speaks about the visitation days on 21.06.2026
and 19.07.2026. On 21.06.2026, it is stated that the
respondent / mother brought the child to the KMC at about
04.30 p.m. and remained at the Center along with the child till
06.00 p.m. and during that period, the complainant / father
was afforded the opportunity to exercise his visitation rights.
However, on 19.07.2026 the accused did not appear at the
KMC during the stipulated visitation period between 04.00 p.m.

and 06.00 p.m.
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It is stated that pursuant to an order dated 22.07.2026
passed by this Court, the Director of the KMC had personally
verified the CCTV footage available in the repository of the
Karnataka Mediation Center pertaining to the relevant period.
Upon such verification, it was noticed that the F.D.A deputed by
the Center as well as the complainant were present and seen in
the premises of the KMC between approximately 03.45 p.m. to
06.05 p.m. on 19.07.2026. The CCTV footage does not disclose
the presence of the respondent / accused along with the child
during the relevant period. Therefore, the report is that the
accused Sowmya N, did not appear at the KMC, Bangalore
along with the child on 19.07.2026 during the stipulated

visitation period.

We note with concern the conduct of the accused, firstly
that on the first day of appearance before the KMC, she arrives
late with the child and on the second day she does not appear
at all during the stipulated period. However, since an
adjournment is being sought on behalf of the accused, list on
19.09.2026, on which date the accused shall remain present for

framing of charge.
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It goes without saying that the visitation rights permitted
by the Court shall be continued in strict compliance by the

parties, before the KMC.

Sd/-
(JAYANT BANERJI)
JUDGE

Sd/-
(TARA VITASTA GANJU)
JUDGE
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