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IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE AT BOMBAY
CRIMINAL APPELLATE JURISDICTION
ANTICIPATORY BAIL APPLICATION NO.1627 OF 2025

Uday Vishnu Panchabhai ...Applicant
Versus
The State of Maharashtra ...Respondent

Mr. Satyajeet P Dighe a/w Abhijeet Khade, for the Applicant.
Mrs. M. M. Deshmukh, APP, for the Respondent-State.

CORAM: MADHAV J. JAMDAR, J.
DATED : 12® OCTOBER 2026
PC:-

1. Heard Mr. Dighe, learned Counsel appearing for the
Applicant and Ms. Deshmukh, learned APP appearing for the

Respondent-State.

2. By the present Application filed under Section 482 of the
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 (“BNSS”), the Applicant
is seeking pre-arrest bail in connection with C.R. No.164 of 2025
registered with Nashik Road Police Station, Nashik City, for the
offences punishable under Sections 316(5), 318(4), 336(3), 338
and 340(2) read with Section 3(5) of the Bhartiya Nyaya Sanhita,

2023 (“BNS”).
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3. It is the submission of the learned Counsel appearing for the
Applicant that the Applicant is not involved in the crime. He
further submits that the Applicant is working as Account Officer in
the office of Deputy Director of Education, Nashik Division, Nashik
and he has acted as per the directions of Mr. Bhausaheb Bhikanrao
Chavan, the then Deputy Director of Education, Nashik Division,
Nashik. He submits that the Applicant has no power to grant
approval for grant of Shalarth ID or include names of
Teaching/Non-teaching staff in Shalarth ID Pranali. He submits
that he has no independent authority or discretion to upload the
names of various teaching and non-teaching staff in the said
Shalarth ID Pranali and it has been done as per the directions of
Mr. Bhausaheb Bhikanrao Chavan, the then Deputy Director of

Education, Nashik Division, Nashik.

4. On the other hand, learned APPE submits that the offence is
very serious where teaching and non-teaching staff who have been
appointed in the year 2022-2024 have been shown to be working
since the year 2012 and their names are included in the Shalarth

ID Pranali and accordingly arrears of salaries have been paid to
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them. She, therefore, submits that the anticipatory bail be not

granted.

5.  Before considering the Anticipatory Bail Application of the
present Applicant on merits it is required to be noted that, said
C.R. No.164 of 2025 has been registered by one Mr.Bhausaheb B.
Chavan in his capacity as Deputy Director of Education. However,
during investigation it was found that said Bhausaheb B. Chavan is
also involved in the crime. In this background it is required to be
noted that this Court by order dated 05™ October 2026 passed in
Anticipatory Bail N0.3499 of 2025 has rejected the Anticipatory
Bail Application filed by Mr. Bhausaheb B. Chavan. This Court in
Paragraph Nos.5 to 15 has recorded certain factual aspects and
reasons for rejection of the Anticipatory Application of said
Applicant - Mr. Bhausaheb B. Chavan & recorded satisfaction that,
prima facie said Bhausaheb B. Chavan is involved in the crime. The

said paragraph Nos.5 to 15, reads as under :-

“5. Perusal of the record shows that complaint dated 28™
March 2024 (Pages 45-47 of ABA) has been filed by one

Ramkrushna Abhiman Patil with Minister of Education,
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Maharashtra State making very serious allegations regarding
individual approvals and inclusion of names in orders of
Shalarth ID Pranali of Teaching/Non-Teaching staff by
showing their backdated appointments and it is stated that
there is as racket wherein Chairmans of various schools are

involved.

6. In view of the said complaint, the Director of
Education has directed the present Applicant in his capacity as
Deputy Director of Education to make enquiry and submit the
report. Accordingly, initially, the Applicant submitted a report
dated 24™ June 2023 (Pages 51-60) proposing to cancel the
appointments of various teaching/non-teaching staff members
who are working in various schools by giving personal hearing
to these teaching/non-teaching staff members. The said order
was challenged by filing Writ Petition No0.9008 of 2024
(Aurangabad Bench) and the Applicant in his capacity as
Deputy Director of Education, Nashik Division, Nashik has
filed affidavit in reply dated 26™ February 2025 (Pages 63-69)

stating that after giving notice and personal hearing to all
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concerned only in case of fraud, suppression or mis-

representation, the appointments would be cancelled.

7. Thereafter, the Applicant filed another report dated
25" February 2025 (Pages 17-23 of Applicant’s compilation)
and in said report, it is recommended to lodge the F.I.LR. and
the Commissioner of Education by order/letter dated 22"
March 2025 (Page 71 of Anticipatory Bail Application), the
Commissioner of Education has given permission for
registration of the offence and accordingly, the subject F.I.R.
being C.R. No. 164 of 2025 has been registered on 27™ March
2025 by the Applicant in his capacity as Deputy Director of

Education.

8. Mr. Gupte, learned Senior Counsel has very heavily
relied on following paragraphs of said Enquiry Report dated

25™ February 2025 :

"R, frerr IuTETId BRI I AP 10/07/2023 ISt ot
PRIRIA feunh =t ud foverr SuaTcts BRI oaTfEdhNy
FT - 2 it I YT P 10 IR 2023 IS i@ IffpRY

TBUH BOR Hloid. e SuseEree A AT foelel emered
IS I I TRUAN B IROINS] AAThs JqHR AR
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AT M0 IS FY& PRUITT Tl BT, SIFS R S|
FdH ART fohte d% I T JifHeRg JSdigTd SFC WRIAd 3
AqER AICHT 2 A 10.07.2023 RSt AT FIT 0T
3TN BIAT T T BFTDBIS PRUIRISHI ST PR 3Tel
Il ATgdT e IuLaTed SR aTedRT a7 geER sit
T Mol ®Hed & PRIRT 814 d NTere IS U AR
areuT ol IS TN RITEBR! BRiad AAThs TR
SETECRT SUITT 3Tel! Bidit. Qefiel SMosdiiel 49 HHATI IIUC 8
AIIBHRT AT PIVE HNCUA IUeted THAMT HRel JHA
Hifficiel 31ed. a1 iy aresiedr 49 FHaAI™ IUT & AETeBRT
ST GRS I PIUEl BRfaE F awar fhar o
DNCUAT TSR0 T FRAT TXAT T TSl Aed HRUIATST B
SITE Rel AT (TSI 3Tel 37TR. T ! oIl Pyeiial el
318 I UNgd PIATIITd 3T GaHMT TaR HRuATd 31Tl 3718,

"0, Y, HI9d HEIAd MBaciaR Jooll AIdSl~h HEAT Haf
PSP THISTR Fafeld b, NP Hed AL D d
¥ AT fene el el a1 TR New
ST AT QMoseT farepidl giteie st Ieg uers Il
CIhel I aIdT 3MTed. SURIKh o5 HIvNdal Qmeere
IS AT HeHid TR AT BRI UTH
STetel ATE TS TR HRIATET Uy ffor 2ia 1. arara
3l TR PRI el ST T qdrE R
HHATI Giteiohe & TTestef UuMei e FHIAE avuard el
Bld & ¥ 8. §R gitelde 8 H A1 FoREed el
TR 3T IS GAHTS I+ oIE! TG detel! TEd URg A
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RS MO g & IF GIHs Adihs AT
T TR Te) PRATS STTel JIFUIT] ITarIdT 378,
s AT 4 I JaWTg I ST gitele FdRel d it
ot & Al ISR TaeR 3MTed. T AT 3nfefas
JHIE del B, TR e IS gftetdhe  3RTa!
Irefciieh caht it 35T TaWTg AT Rl sraedrdr g #ff omf
T FpRel SECITd! AT 318, TR Uehue! THT
3ol APt 3RT AP T T NURE! Pral HHarIaT
e STEUITH! AT 318, ATIes IR Th_UIel e

ATthd TUN RO AT G [T Bl SEudrd Irm Sit
JfTPRT St Ruam Iafdvg BiNeR! = SR
FROITY iIGR] e BIRATS IO [-8T SRI SRIA
RuTd IraT, 31eft famRE FRuara A 1.

Thus, the said Enquiry Report specifically records that said
Uday Vishnu Panchbhai and Manish Sharma are responsible

for the fraud.

9. The said Enquiry Report has been signed by the
present Applicant in his capacity as Deputy Director of
Education and by one Jitendrakumar Gade, Junior
Administrative Officer and Shekhar Patil, Chief Clerk of
Higher Secondary Department of the Office of Deputy Director

of Education.
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10. It is relevant to note that said Jitendrakumar Gade, in
his statement recorded during the investigation has stated that
the said Enquiry Report has been prepared by the Applicant
and they have only signed the said report as per the direction
of the Applicant.

11. Although, it is submitted by Mr. Gupte, learned Senior
Counsel that the Shalarth IDs drafts are prepared by said Uday
Vishnu Panchbai, who has been appointed as Accounts Officer
after transfer of earlier Accounts Officer- Manish Shaligram
Kadam, however, statement of said Manish Shaligram Kadam
has been recorded stating that as far as 14 teaching/non-
teaching staff of Late Ashok Phdake Madhyamik and Uccha
Madhyamik Vidyalaya, the same were added in the Shalarth
Pranali when he was working as Accounts Officer. He has
stated that the Applicant used to open file on Applicant’s
laptop by using login-id and password to open Shalarth
Pranali and instructed him to fill the Shalarth Drafts and
accordingly, drafts of Shalarth IDs are prepared by him as per
the instructions of the Applicant and these 14 staff
teaching/non-teaching members have been included in the

Shalarth ID Pranali by the Applicant. The following extract of
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statement of Manish Shaligram Kadam dated 3™ December

2025 recorded during investigation is relevant :

"ToT fhafdld e &, 31 Wed AAfe I 9 ARafG
fATeRT gl BIpTST, TRISTR . STebTTa, HHAR! T 9% A
o} ueiHed o Hi SUHATeD, Afed I oRATESRT Al
UgTeR 8ok IMNIAHT Relel 3ed, T drafadla e Sugeieid
=B Sft. d. ol FeqTor B B, PRI qUN SAfeBRT AT I
AN Yo SRIfIET SRIdT. Tl UTevlt axdT Hexa ommetref
IS & PRI IBIeR IR Sedr™ g I eme.
FRTCRITT SR dcalet {8 Iusarera #ff. off. &t = g
AT B S AT FHE Hell arened SRS S
TRUI A qgdl o ¥ad: T Slucier affed 3. .
UTHES TG 2TTetTel TUlTelt 3MU djadt ol 3T g HeAT ST B
TEUL Qe QIoe RO | 3. fhafeld 7qe 98 HHaR
Ira omettef .Sl Ht TR det G dlchletd {8 Iusarerd
sff. . ft. Tcgror it SraferRy JosaR IET IIRT TR FHeard i
38, TR &l ATAPRIS Ulet™ 3101 T RIS SNedHaR dIcehlet
foreror ST s, . . Fegmr I v fRgeft AT B wen
IR i, &. 3NeMD Hed ATEAMNS T I AL AT Fral
PIDE], JheTR . ToE, dHaRl Gl 9y g e
TUTTHE STFC & T PIATaeld TaR Pl 3T & gell et =ai
TR Ul STETE SUITH R deidet deal SEETd i 3 ATfiicel
uRg l, Hex arened YuetEed SIUe WRel AT H T TY
Ul AHR T, TR Yawoneft A7 Brae Gae ATal.”

12. In this background of the matter, it is significant to note
order dated 26™ June 2019 issued by Nitin Bacchav, Incharge

Deputy Director of Education, Nashik Division, Nashik (Pages
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111-112 of Additional Government Pleader’s Compilation), by
which approval is given for inclusion of said Urvashi Nimba
Choudhary in the Shalarth ID Pranali. Learned Additional
Public Prosecutor pointed out Pages 113 to 115 of the
compilation, wherein by using said order at Pages 111-112, a
bogus order is created by mentioning 14 additional names in
addition to said Urvashi Nimba Choudhary. Both these orders

are scanned and set out hereinbelow :

Pages 111 -112 of the Compilation tendered by Additional
Government Pleader :
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Pages 113 and 115 of the Compilation of Additional Government
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13.  Learned Additional Public Prosecutor has submitted
that during investigation, it transpired that letter on Pages
111 to 112 is genuine letter whereas letter at Pages 113 to
115 of the Compilation is bogus letter created on the basis of
said letter at Pages 111 to 112.

14.  Thus, prima-facie it is clear that names of these 14
teaching/non-teaching staff have been included in the
Shalarth ID Pranali when said Manish Shaligram Kadam was
working as Accounts Officer in the office of Deputy Director of
Education and he has stated that as per the instructions of the
Applicant, names of these 14 teaching/non-teaching staff
have been inserted in the Shalarth ID.

15. Thus, the contention raised by Mr. Gupte, learned
Senior Counsel that powers were given to Accounts Officer,
i.e. said Uday Vishnu Panchbhai, after transfer of earlier
Accounts Officer Manish Kadam and by misusing the said
powers, names of all these 79 teaching/non-teaching staff
have been unauthorizedly included in Shalarth ID Pranali by
said Uday Vishnu Panchbhai is not correct. In fact, during

investigation, it was revealed that names of all these 79

Page 15




9-ABA-1627-2025.DOC

Akash Tayde

teaching/non-teaching staff have been included in the
Shalarth ID Pranali at the instance of the Applicant. ”

(Emphasis added)

7. Thus, in the said order, this Court has discussed even the
role of the present Applicant. Although, it is the contention of said
Applicant- Bhausaheb Bhikanrao Chavan that all the powers are
given to the present Applicant- Uday V. Panchabhai, he has no
authority to pass order directing inclusion of names of

teaching/non-teaching staff in the Shalarth ID Pranali.

8. It is the contention of the learned Counsel appearing for the
Applicant that the statement titled as “Panchanama” was recorded
as the then Deputy Director of Education, Bhausaheb Bhikanrao
Chavan has threatened the present Applicant that he would take
action of suspension against him and he would see to it that the
present Applicant would not be paid pension and therefore, the
said writing was taken from him. The said writing/panchanama

reads as under :-
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9.  As far as the Panchanama is concerned one Ms. Deepali Vijay
Patil has signed the same as a witness. However, in her statement
dated 21* January 2026 recorded by the Investigating Officer she
has stated that the said statement was already ready and she has
signed the same as witness as per the directions of the said
Bhausaheb Bhikanrao Chavan, the then Deputy Director of
Education, Nashik Division, Nashik. Thus, it is clear that the
statement which the present Applicant has signed and thereafter
which has been titled as “Panchanama” was written as per the
directions of the said Bhausaheb B. Chavan, the then Deputy
Director of Education, who had lodged the subject FIR i.e. C.R.
No.164 of 2025 and thereafter during investigation his role is

found in the crime.

10. In any case, it is relevant to note that, the present Applicant
has no authority to include the names of any teachers/non-

teaching staff in the Shalarth ID Pranali.

11. Learned Counsel appearing for the Applicant submits that

there are no other offences except the offences concerning Shalarth
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ID Pranali. He further submits that the Applicant will cooperate

with the investigation.

12. Thus, in the facts and circumstances, the case is made out

for grant of Anticipatory Bail by imposing stringent conditions.

13. Accordingly, the following order is passed:

@

(b)

()

ORDER

In the event of arrest of the Applicant- Uday Vishnu
Panchabhai in connection with C.R. No.164 of 2025
registered with Nashik Road Police Station, Nashik
City, the Applicant is directed to be released on bail on
his furnishing PR. Bond in the sum of Rs.1,00,000/-
with one or two solvent sureties in the like amount.
The Applicant shall attend the concerned Police
Station as and when called by the Investigating
Officer.

The Applicant shall furnish his cell phone number and
residential address to the Investigating Officer and

shall keep the same updated, in case of any change
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thereto.

The Applicant shall not directly or indirectly make any
inducement, threat, or promise to any person
acquainted with the facts of the case so as to dissuade
such a person from disclosing the facts to the Court or
to any Police personnel.

The Applicant shall not tamper with the prosecution
evidence and shall not contact or influence the
Complainant or any witness in any manner.

The Applicant shall not leave India without prior

permission of the Court.

The Anticipatory Bail Application is disposed of accordingly.

[MADHAV J. JAMDAR, J.]
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