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IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE AT BOMBAY
CRIMINAL APPELLATE JURISDICTION

ANTICIPATORY BAIL APPLICATION NO.1415 OF 2026

Anis Sultan Tandel ...Applicant
Versus
The State of Maharashtra & Anr. ...Respondents

Mr. Dinesh Adsule a/w Chinmay Bhole, for the Applicant.

Mr. S. V. Walve, APE for the Respondent-State.

Mr. Mubin Solkar a/w Tahir Hussain, Anas Shaikh, Tahera Qureshi,
Hemal Shah & Zahid Burud & Reyden Gonsalves i/b Eventa
Gonsalves, for Respondent No.2-First Informant.

API Sujit S. Gadade, Revdanda Police Station, District-Raigad,
present.

CORAM: MADHAYV J. JAMDAR, J.
DATED: 23 SEPTEMBER 2026
PC:-

1. Heard Mr. Adsule, learned Counsel appearing for the
Applicant, Mr. Walve, learned APP for the Respondent-State of
Maharashtra and Mr. Solkar, learned Counsel appearing for

Respondent No.2-First Informant.

2. By this Anticipatory Bail Application filed under Section 482
of the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023, the Applicant is
seeking pre-arrest bail in connection with CR No.64 of 2026

registered with Revdanda Police Station, District - Raigad, for the
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offences punishable under Sections 308(2), 308(5) and 351(3) of

the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 (“BNS”).

3. Mr. Adsule, learned Counsel appearing for the Applicant,
submits that a false FIR has been filed against the Applicant. He
submits that huge land of about 231 acres has been purchased by
one Taijun N. Hassonjee, who is the Chairman and Managing
Director of R. T. Tricon Design & Build Contractors Private Limited.
He submits that the said huge property is agricultural and forest
land and is Government land and, therefore, as the Applicant is
filing various complaints with the authorities, false FIR is lodged.
He submits that as the Applicant has filed various proceedings
including a Public Interest Litigation, a false FIR has been filed
against him. He submits that that even three criminal antecedents
which have been disclosed in the Anticipatory Bail Application are
also false complaints and, therefore, in one CR being CR No0.126 of
2017 the Applicant has been acquitted, in CR No.109 of 2018 the
Applicant is not even an Accused and insofar as CR No.37 of 2019
is concerned, the District Court has granted stay. He, therefore,

submits that anticipatory bail be granted.
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4. On the other hand, Mr. Walve, learned APE for the
Respondent-State, submits that this is a very serious case where
false complaints/proceedings have been filed and thereafter for
withdrawal of the said complaints/proceedings, huge amount of
Rs.20 Crores was demanded. Out of which, Rs.18 Crores have been
demanded from said R. T. Tricon Design & Build Contractors
Private Limited and Rs.2 Crores have been demanded from the
Original Owners, who have sold the land to said Taijun N.
Hassonjee i.e. the Chairman and Managing Director of the said
Company. He submits that insofar as the said threats and demand
are concerned, material in form of a video is available. Learned
APP tenders the transcript of the said conversation and submits
that even the allegations have also been made against the Judges.
He, therefore, submits that custodial interrogation is absolutely

essential.

5.  Mr Solkar, learned Counsel appearing for Respondent No.2,
supports the said contention. He submits that the offence has been
registered under Sections 308(2) and 308(5) of BNS and reading

of FIR clearly shows that the offence is made out.
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6. Before considering the rival contentions, it is necessary to set
out the statement of the First Informant on the basis of which the

FIR has been lodged. The said statement is as under:

‘e AR, . ZrawE feEmgd i facs *gaed wr. f&., Aar
FOAE G wAGd W@l 9ad, ARked uige, gag A9 gd
FUAT T d9d BOASH ©  STRd. Sl HUAT  Wd AT
ATfr=aT AerTse UsaTd sTaaedr fafay fewmr=ar uiadis fasmta
FOAH HH FId. T FHoA=a7 ATsim=ar fafay fawmi srasear
TTEST=T GEAFIAT Hoedl JERad el Sy FF907 7
SR FAUATT I FIAT. TET KO 3T IS eHTST § o
T S TS df HH ' HAd STHAl. STHY huHeAr Hiosfenet
WS "iser. ar. ges, {1 v A e +.188/4, 188/6/1,
188/6/2 (1 = H. 2¢¢/R/37) IRt ST ST AX MR
R0 UHA FHIA S STSI HH A Q. TRMAET HeL
fowoft QAT TaGeaT gIARAF I wHHEE AT 9 e
FOATS FH H FLAT. T FIA T I eqsit AT A
e UIE=AT STIEME TUR BUTR T YYF  edTesul, dud
D SidEad e fSoge @y, a9=9 gel wrad=ar
UM FUAATEAT  FAET At v wea umr ser §
AT d U 3TeTey forar s afiss[@T A=l deiad Affedr SuT
TSl HH HY T 3Tl

S AEST AT FHYA=AT ASHEAT TS STHIA SIS HH 1S
AR FEATAAT TR AigST Afies Wi Weardt AT
godH qiST A AWAT wuArear falwma aafaert @t
e sifear o Fafsaa ey $Ror g7 al ofst
FSS T, A AST AR ARG T Hio wed fafay f3wmof
ST BT T FSSAT TS THA STS=AT HYT AST q@ad
Y I | THER AN JuAEST ATgATRS duielt Anmft e o
oaread 't AT RUA 3T O gEASi F TA¥ a3
JRES Hifed! < Bl Y goa diee dAReEd Jt SIS
DIFIHST AlRdl FIqSt  oTqarT AR qSS T STErS=Am
TROUdies IF=Ar SR=r dedia ey srfeaa el &ed
aFRgT 1 Aar oTeft Wit et —ges < s wuAl
fatrama Focar i fawyrg s gefya swrateard s TeuTuT
g S Bd J A ATSARS oedl ATNUAles AT god
FS T, HS AT STHT HU-I= 3TeTey Jr=ATaErd 9= &I,
sfoam IT afie SHA e aAfaarm= g o JeraeeiRRan
TE FOST AR VM VAT T FSST oidl. T wa=r
gAEeit B Aerre wudE Ty A=A disH Srool IATR.
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AL I A fauar=TEEd g heE, §as A A A
ey qEd Seefge, T d@9 T vl
ferd aEfaRema defifey ar@e &S Tdl, E gawEd
gArEei el gar o defufee @t weregd SEd et
HaE 9 WA TE. TES FoOo! 376 3TH HAST A AR TH
Afe=arget =a: wF FEd ATSI, 1. gES AT ArSTgd g gHe
Thfide 9 et gawe, a8 I aEe dhoedl 13 us. =i
FAT @ISt STOT A df 7SI WUMST &, WA TS
T Sl ST W HST 1 o AR Wt gHsT SeEt a e
BT ART It et RSy, Tw=r W rer G@ifiae fF
FIT=ATETTd HST ATH=AT FO=aT SIS ST SMS AT AL

™ goT I J .

A FHOA=aT aRe THE Wad T SUAmEret e+ aaaoed
TAEE dEHATE! e Aar 3TSdl I Hd huAd Sidh
TOT gd THEET JUATSIOATATST T SgTat ATehfarl el Taradr
ST AYTIEIEST ST YU UHOHATId, HISST Igd ATeiEhd
TREST HUATETST 3TST 3T BIAl. Ted HETETS ATeldd RIS
T0IIT I T IS AT diSe I el UHUATIdies dHmd
TS FOT I Tl HHE TSR AT Hool. qrHat fBHET 0’4
T AFH ARG STEad el AN AT HiG F&T @HA TS,
ST AT NG HdS A AIHIEd T HIAT HH HOMT
AFicHde FISY A T GEI BT J@T AW AT TSI
ol %, f Wit R 7T €N oE@ YA AT AL Ht
T ST g MW A, q§ T FH FEST NS W W g
TAMT AT FS BT <31 € ST HBUIR JUT ATEr Tt aHhy
fSt. =Rt Saar iR TeeT T T ArsanEs  STHeS
ToElE &SR 93 QAT T RS T RS 1Rt wmuder
YR ANocAT AT A T AT HAAX dgT ATt GaHhr
FET HAST.

THWR TR A eR.0¥.R0k8 TSt AST B Fed A=
sl file 90 A q@e doddl AN US. JEEd  I=i
FOGEEST ST a8 AHR A asft gud e &
T gAY W q@9 STHY HUAId hi T 3THiSad
SIS =T 3 AW AW qieS I T NS BVAr. A
g A Bl 7 Y dee Thad dusaT sidl. geardiy
forteples = =T Sy 3TeTeT eunel o, ITHT grat AT oSt
T 9 T RS W TEET AESEey TN 89K § 9 AT
T RS 7 e wone f, oA deew ofer arget RS
T 3@ T TSR ®UY Ules. deel dl HOT WuneT &
eSS AT S O Jum=T IS T wer .

IER HE AT "oT WUl fF, gE=ar fRwa e,
g AT M AA . TES FSHT AT It AN F|EST H AR
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IR T ST HST T HST 33T HAS T A I ot
SRSt ST T FS AR AT TS FIL FRIS
AHST 99T AT o, W WUMST. A AT ATaed =T
ERGCEECCIRIC

T diee I+ THUT d9 FUS I S BIA=T ATOT Sot
AOSATEd H FUNT 3TFe] dHF Ta¥ Is3 IiAT BN Heas.
g FSST ANT FUS BT ANON AET T d9H A
FUAET FE FEAT AT gHHT fooa T GESur gEaEd TS
gAr. el SaHt & e Ui HH TR 39aR,
FEMR AT G TUSdE o Teal J6a&d Ao oA
OrEcadd! M Hd 3Ted. AT dese a9 AHIFS Tl
gevft=ar Arviiges ffdie aaeer JaR sree ITgT AT
FHOATT HTHER. ATATATST HIHTR ST 3TTed.

T AT 0 T RATF 22.0¥.R03% st a1 Few AR
FSA TS IM AST IS oG TqA =T AR H A= sfist
g WR A, I8 I07 HH FAFST TS X H g qaurg argd
FS BRI BT T ST HIVIR TUT AT TR gHHt JgA Geufi=h
et FET e TE IR Y Raere 8w e
FOA=T AT TR, a8 AT I @G oSt NIA.TK.
N YUATAT qeedTd THUT S HAS wOAEt @suft  Arftast
T M@ TS, A HE= 3¥e @ HoT 4} o T ot
TA=AT U e ST T IR wmant R wum e A
et TER IR

AT dise T ARa Foe Oie AU § fd 9mg see
3Tga W Y wUS wma miae ee. .11/04/2026 st
I qEST T STHA ST WU el Wit
TS 3T H TR FOWR SR, T TR ot e
FU=T IfEsEt ==l FEa TSI Ust WSE  I0ATd dER
TS TST TR

(Emphasis added)

English translation of the same is as under:

The Head Office of our R.T. Tricone Design & Build
Contractors Private Limited Company is located at
Sakhar Bhavan, Nariman Point, Mumbai and Taizun
Hassonjee serves as the President of this Company. Our
company works to develop properties owned by the
owners of the Company at various places in the State of
Maharashtra. I work to control and supervise the work of
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security guards appointed for the security of the
properties owned by the owners of the Company at
various places. Similarly, I do other works as directed by
the President of the Company by name Taizun
Hassonjee. Our Company own a land bearing Gat Nos.
188/4, 188/6/1, 188/6/2 (Old Gat No. 188/2/A),
situated at village Mandala, Taluka Murud, District
Raigad and from the month of November, 2021, our
Company is carrying out the development of the said
land at the said place and since then, I work to control
and supervise the work of security guards appointed for
the security of the said place. Moreover, as directed by
the President of the Company by name Taizun
Hassonjee, I do other works such as, to deal with the
local issues arising in respect of the said property, to
handle the legal disputes arising with local public and
also, to participate in the discussions in connection with
the said property in the capacity of the representative of
the Company on behalf of the Company and to give
information regarding the same to the President or other
Superior Authority from time to time, etc.. to give
information of the same from time to time.

Since the time, the development work of the said land
has started in village Mandala, thereafter, from the
beginning, Anis Sultan Tandel, resident of Mandala, had
filed complaint applications against our Company in the
Offices of the Forest Department, Local Talathi, the Circle
Officer, the Tehsildar, Murud, the Sub Divisional Officer,
Alibag and the Collector, Alibag on various grounds. He
used to telephone me on my mobile, call me at various
places and show me copies of the said complaint
applications, which he had made and demand money
from me to withdraw those complaints. Therefore, I used
to inform the President of our Company by name Taizun
Hassonjee and other Superior Authority in this regard,
from time to time. When I enquired with the local
people about Anis Sultan Tandel, I learned that Anis
Sultan Tandel used to make complaints to various Offices
regarding the land of the people in the surrounding area
and extract money from them. Therefore, we had
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submitted our say to the concerned Office against the
complaints which he had made against our Company
and we had ignored the demands he had made to me
and therefore, he had filed a case against the President
of our Company before the Hon’ble Sessions Court,
Alibag, alleging therein that the aforesaid land belonged
to the Forest Department and that the same had been
purchased illegally. The trial of the said case has
concluded and the decision was rendered in favor of the
President of the Company. Thereafter, he had filed a Writ
Petition on the same issue before the Hon’ble High Court,
Mumbai against the President of our Company as well as
the Collector, Raigad and other Government Officials and
when the Petition came up for hearing before the
Hon’ble High Court, the same was rejected by the
Hon’ble Court. Thereafter, about a month ago, Anis
Sultan Tandel himself telephoned and called me at Borli,
Taluka Murud and he personally told me that he had
filed a PLL. before the Hon’ble High Court, Mumbai in
connection with the same issue and showed me a copy of
the PLL. filed before the Hon’ble High Court, Mumbai
and thereafter he threatened me by saying : “If you want
to get the PLL. withdrawn, give me money, otherwise I
will ruin your Company”. Thereupon, I told him : “I
would have to talk to the President of our Company
regarding the demand of money and only thereafter, I
would inform you as to what has been decided”.

As a perennial river crosses the access road constructed
by our Company to reach the aforesaid property of our
Company, we (our Company) had applied for a No-
Objection Certificate from the Group Gram Panchayat,
Mandala, to build a bridge over the river in order to
facilitate the to and fro movement of Company staff as
well as all the villagers. Anis Tandel filed a complaint
application with the concerned Gram Panchayat to
prevent the No-Objection Certificate from being issued
for the said work and caused hindrance in the said work.
Thereafter, in the month of December, 2025, I do not
remember the exact date, he telephoned and called me
at Swagat Hotel, Borli. At that time, our Accountant
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Lavlesh Chauvisa, who worked in our Company, was
accompanying me. At that time, Anis Tandel threatened
me by saying : “I am a local resident and give me Rs. two
and a half Lakhs, otherwise I will not let your bridge be
built. However, even then if you try to start the work, I
will cut off your limbs and throw them so far that you
will not even realize as to where the same are thrown”.
At that time, I got scared for my life and gave Rs. twenty-
five thousands in his hands, which I had with me and
said to him that I would give the remaining money only
after talking to the President of the Company and
somehow I got myself escaped from the said place.

Thereafter, on the date 11.04.2026, he telephoned and
called me at his house at Mandala to discuss regarding
the PI.L. which he had filed and therefore, on the said
day, at about one o'clock in the afternoon, I along with
our Accountant Lavlesh Chauvisa, who works in our
Company, thus we both of us went to Anis Tandel's
house. At that time, Anis Tandel was sitting alone in the
hall of his house. After a small discussion at the
beginning, he said to us : “At first, you give me the
money for the bridge”. At that time, I got scared and
gave him Rs. twenty-five thousands in his hands, which I
had with me and told him, “Including the Rs. twenty-five
thousands paid now and the Rs. twenty-five thousands
which were paid earlier, thus you received total Rs. fifty
thousands”. Thereupon, he told me to give him the
remaining amount of Rs. two lakhs within the next eight
days.

Thereafter, Anis Tandel told me : “A PI.L. has been filed
against you before the Hon’ble High Court, Mumbai and
I am ready to withdraw the same, but in lieu thereof, you
give me Rs. eighteen crores and you yourself take Rs.
two crores even from the people from whom you (the
Company) bought the said land and give the same to
me”. Thereafter, being scared, we left his house.

Thereafter, I informed the President of the Company
and other Superior Authority on phone call about Anis
Tandel's demand for a total amount of Rs. twenty crores,
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two lakhs. As, his demand for Rs. twenty crores was of
huge amount and he had also threatened that he would
ruin the Company, we all got scared. The said news has
also reached the contractors and workers working in our
Company and they are also working in fear at our
Company's site. Ransom demand made by Anis Tandel to
us has created an atmosphere of fear and therefore, the
workers are afraid to come to work in the Company.

Thus, during the period from November, 2021 to the
date 11.04.2026, Anis Sultan Tandel, threatened me by
saying : “Give me Rs. two and a half Lakhs, otherwise I
will not let your bridge be built. However, if you try to
start the work, I will cut off your limbs and throw them
so far that you will not even realize as to where the same
are thrown” and demanded ransom and extracted Rs.
fifty thousands from me. Moreover, he demanded a total
ransom of Rs. twenty crores for withdrawing the PLL.
filed against our Company before the Hon’ble High
Court, Mumbai and further threatened by saying : “If you
want to get the PLL. withdrawn, give me the money,
otherwise I will ruin your Company” and therefore, I
have a complaint against him.

The aforesaid conversation between Anis Tandel and
me took place in Hindi and I have stated the same here
in Marathi. I have with me the video recording of the
conversation which took place between Anis Tandel and
me, on the date 11/04/2026 and I am going to produce
the same. I have discussed regarding the said complaint
with the Superior Authority of our Company and
thereafter, today, I came in the Police Station to lodge
this complaint.

(Emphasis added)

7. Thus, as per the prosecution case, the Applicant has filed
complaints with various authorities including with the Forest

Department, Talathi, Circle Officer, Tahsildar, Prant Officer as well

Page 10

Arjun



913-ABA-1415-2026.DOC

as Collector. The Applicant has also filed the proceedings in the
Sessions Court as well as various proceedings including a PIL in the
High Court. The allegation is that for withdrawal of all these
complain/proceedings and PIL, total amount demanded is Rs.20
Crores. The FIR records that he has demanded Rs.18 Crores from
the said Company or the purchaser and Rs.2 Crores from the
Original Owners, who have sold the land to Taijun N. Hassonjee

i.e. the Chairman and Managing Director of the said Company.

8. It is significant to note that in the FIR itself it is specifically
stated that the conversation between the First Informant and the
Applicant is recorded on video. The transcript of the same which is
produced before this Court, prima facie, supports the prosecution
case where there is a demand of Rs.20 Crores inter alia for
withdrawal of PIL. In fact, the allegations are also made against
the Judges. The offence is very serious. Threats are also given of
assault if the said payment is not made. Thus, this is a case where

custodial interrogation is absolutely essential.

9.  The Supreme Court in the decision of State Rep. by the C.B.I.

v. Anil Sharma ', has held that the custodial interrogation is

1 (1997) 7 SCC 187
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qualitatively more elicitation-oriented than questioning a suspect
who is well ensconced with a favourable order under Section 438
of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 i.e. Section 482 of BNSS.
The effective interrogation of suspected person is of tremendous
advantage in disinterring many useful information and also
materials which would have been concealed. Success of such
interrogation would elude if the suspected person knows that he is
well protected and insulted by a pre-arrest bail during the time he
interrogated. The said observations of the Supreme Court are
squarely applicable to the present case. Thus, for -effective
interrogation in this serious case, custodial interrogation is

necessary.

10. As stated above, the offence is very serious of extortion of
huge amount of Rs.20 Crores as well as the allegations have been

made against the Judges.

11. It is required to be noted that although it is the contention of
the Applicant that insofar as CR No.126 of 2017 is concerned,
where the allegations are of the same nature that complaints have
been filed with the Circle Officer and Talathi and for withdrawal of

the same Rs.50,000/- has been demanded from the First Informant
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in said CR, Mr. Adsule, learned Counsel for the Applicant has very
heavily relied on the Judgment and Order dated 1st June 2023
passed by the learned JMFC, Murud in Regular Criminal Case
No.122 of 2018 concerning said crime. However, perusal of the
said Order dated 1st June 2023, shows that the First Informant in
that case i.e. PW-1 has been declared as hostile and during cross-
examination conducted by the learned Assistant Public Prosecutor,
said PW-1 admitted that the dispute is settled between the
Applicant and him outside the Court. Thus, the said decision in fact
shows that the acquittal is not clear acquittal and, therefore, not

relevant.

12. In any case, the offence is very serious. There is strong prima
facie material against the Applicant. Accordingly, no case is made
out for grant of anticipatory bail. The Anticipatory Bail Application

is rejected.

13. It is clarified that the Trial Court shall decide the case on its
merits, uninfluenced by the prima facie observations made in this

Order.

[MADHAV J. JAMDAR, J.]
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