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IN THE HIGH COURT OF BOMBAY AT GOA

CRIMINAL MISC. APPLICATION NO.198 OF 2026
IN
CRIMINAL APPLICATION (BAIL) NO.554 OF 2026(F)
MR. EKNATH JANU GAWAS ...APPLICANT

Versus

STATE OF GOA, THR. THE
PUBLIC PROSECUTOR & ANR. ... RESPONDENTS

Ms. Ashwini Bandekar, Advocate for Applicant.

Mr. Preetam Talaulikar, Additional Public Prosecutor for the

Respondents/State.
CORAM: S.G. CHAPALGAONKAR,J.
DATE : 3" SEPTEMBER 2026
ORDER:
1. Applicant secks relaxation of condition incorporated in bail order

dated 30.06.2026 passed by this Court in Criminal Application (Bail)
No.554 of 2026(F) whereby Applicant has been restricted from entering into
the territorial jurisdiction of Taleigao Police Outpost where victim resides,

till recording of his evidence by the Trial Court.

2. Applicant is accused in Crime No.88/2026 registered with Panaji
Police Station, North Goa, for offences punishable under Sections 115(2),

109(1), 126(2), 352, 351(4) r/w Section 3(5) of BNS 2023. Applicant has
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been released on bail by this Court vide order dated 30.06.2026 on the
conditions stipulated in para no.10 of the said order. Applicant specifically

seeks exemption/relaxation of condition no.7, which reads thus:

“7. The Applicant will not enter into the territorial jurisdiction of
the Taleigao Police Outpost, which is where the victim resides, till
his evidence is recorded by the Trial Court.”

3. Ms. Ashwini Bandekar, learned Advocate appearing for Applicant
submits that Applicant has abided by the conditions of bail till this date.
However, his father expired on 23.08.2026. Applicant needs to visit his
house, which is in the jurisdiction of Taleigao Outpost, to attend the last
rites. Applicant needs to be with his family members at this difficult time.
Applicant would not contact the victim or his family and would restrict his

presence in the house with his family.

4, Mr. Preetam Talaulikar, learned Additional Public Prosecutor,
opposes the application contending that the aforesaid condition is
incorporated for specific reasons and with intention to protect the interest of

prosecution and the victim.

5. Having considered the submissions advanced, this Court finds that,
looking to the specific reason incorporated in the application, which is
supported by Death Certificate of Applicant’s father, condition no.7 can be
temporarily relaxed so that Applicant can attend the last rites of his father

and remain in the company of his family in grief.

6. In the result, the following order is passed:
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ORDER

(i)  The application is partly allowed.

(ii) The operation and implementation of condition no.7
restricting Applicant’s entry in the jurisdiction of Taleigao
Outpost is suspended for the period of two weeks from the date
of this order i.e. till 18.09.2026. However, Applicant shall

continue to abide by all other conditions of the bail without

default.

(iii) Applicant shall be at liberty to move for relaxation of
condition after filing of chargesheet which shall be considered

on its own merits.

7. Criminal Misc. Application No.198 of 2026 stands disposed of.

S.G. CHAPALGAONKAR,]J.
Signed by: NITI K HALDANKAR Page 3 of 3
Designation: Private Secretary 3'd September 2026
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