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cases power to quash the crimina

be exercised where the offender

would depend on the facts and

category can be prescribed. Howe

High Court must have due regard

Heinous and serious offences of m

rape, dacoity, etc. cannot be fittin

victim’s family and the offender ha

not private in nature and have se

compromise between the victim a

under special statutes like Preven

committed by public servants whi

provide for any basis for quashin

offences. But the criminal cas

dominatingly civil flavour stand 

quashing, particularly the offenc

mercantile, civil, partnership or 

arising out of matrimony relatin

where the wrong is basically priva

have resolved their entire dispute

may quash criminal proceedings i

between the offender and victim, th

bleak and continuation of crimi

oppression and prejudice and extr

not quashing the criminal case d

compromise with the victim. In oth

whether it would be unfair or cont

with the criminal proceeding or c

would tantamount to abuse of p

compromise between the victim an

ends of justice, it is appropriate th
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inal proceeding or complaint or F.I.R m

der and victim have settled their disp

and circumstances of each case and 

owever, before exercise of such power, 

ard to the nature and gravity of the cri

f mental depravity or offences like murd

ittingly quashed even though the victim

r have settled the dispute. Such offences 

e serious impact on society. Similarly, 

m and offender in relation to the offen

vention of Corruption Act or the offen

while working in that capacity etc; can

shing criminal proceedings involving su

cases having overwhelmingly and p

d on different footing for the purposes

ences arising from commercial, financ

or such like transactions or the offen

ting to dowry, etc. or the family dispu

rivate or personal in nature and the par

ute. In this category of cases, High Co

gs if in its view, because of the comprom

, the possibility of conviction is remote a

iminal case would put accused to gr

xtreme injustice would be caused to him

e despite full and complete settlement a

 other words, the High Court must consi

ontrary to the interest of justice to conti

or continuation of the criminal proceed

f process of law despite settlement a

 and wrongdoer and whether to secure 

e that criminal case is put to an end an

on(s) is in affirmative, the High Court sh

 quash the criminal proceeding. 
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power under Section 482 of the C

quashing the proceedings or re

direction to continue with the crim

(I) Power conferred und

distinguished from the pow

the offences under Sectio

Section 482 of the Code, 

quash the criminal procee

compoundable, where the 

themselves. However, this 

with caution. 

(II)When the parties have 

petition for quashing the c

factor in such cases would 

(i) ends of justice, or 

(ii) to prevent abuse of the

the power the High Court

aforesaid two objectives. 

(III) Such a power is not b

involve heinous and ser

offences like murder, rap

private in nature and have

for offences alleged to hav

like the Prevention of Corr

Public Servants while wo

quashed merely on the bas

the offender. 
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commercial transactions o
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whether the possibility o
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treated as crime against th

� � � � ��

e Code while accepting the settlement a

 refusing to accept the settlement w

riminal proceedings: 

nder Section 482 of the Code is to 

power which lies in the Court to compou

ction 320 of the Code. No doubt, un

e, the High Court has inherent power

ceedings even in those cases which are 

he parties have settled the matter betw
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ve reached the settlement and on that ba

criminal proceedings is filed, the guid

uld be to secure: 

 the process of any Court. While exercis
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alone. However, the High 

because there is a mentio

charge is framed under thi

Court to examine as to wh

is there for the sake of it o

evidence, which if prove

under Section 307 IPC. Fo

High Court to go by the n

injury is inflicted on the vi

weapons used etc. Medical

the victim can generally be

prima facie analysis, the 

there is a strong possib

conviction are remote and 

accept the settlement and q

in the later case it would

accept the plea compoun

settlement between the par

swayed by the fact that the

to result in harmony betwe

relationship. 

(VII) While deciding whet

482 of the Code or not, ti

Those cases where the se

the alleged commission o

investigation, the High C

settlement to quash the c

because of the reason that

and even the charge sheet 

where the charge is frame

evidence is still at infan

benevolence in exercising

facie assessment of the ci

On the other hand, whe

complete or after the concl

stage of argument, norma

exercising its power unde

cases the trial court wou

finally on merits and to 

offence under Section 307
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gh Court would not rest its decision mer

tion of Section 307 IPC in the FIR or 

 this provision. It would be open to the H

 whether incorporation of Section 307 I

it or the prosecution has collected suffici

oved, would lead to proving the cha

 For this purpose, it would be open to 

e nature of injury sustained, whether su

e vital/delegate parts of the body, nature
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y be the guiding factor. On the basis of t

he High Court can examine as to whet

sibility of conviction or the chances

nd bleak. In the former case it can refuse

d quash the criminal proceedings wher

uld be permissible for the High Court

ounding the offence based on compl

parties. At this stage, the Court can also

 the settlement between the parties is go

tween them which may improve their fut

hether to exercise its power under Sect

, timings of settlement play a crucial ro

 settlement is arrived at immediately a

n of offence and the matter is still un

 Court may be liberal in accepting 

e criminal proceedings/investigation. I

hat at this stage the investigation is still

eet has not been filed. Likewise, those ca

med but the evidence is yet to start or 

fancy stage, the High Court can sh
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 circumstances/material mentioned abo

here the prosecution evidence is alm
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those cases where the con

court and the matter is a

Court, mere compromise 
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“15 The broad principles which

subject, may be summarised in the

(i) Section 482 preserves t

prevent an abuse of the pr

of justice. The provision 

recognises and preserves p

(ii) The invocation of the j

First Information Report o

that a settlement has been 

victim is not the same as

purpose of compounding

offence, the power of the

of Section 320 of the Cod

power to quash under Sect

non?compoundable. 

(iii) In forming an opini

complaint should be quash

Section 482, the High Co

justice would justify the exe

(iv) While the inherent pow

and plenitude it has to be e

or (ii) to prevent an abuse 

(v) The decision as to wh

Report should be quashed

victim have settled the disp
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conviction is already recorded by the tr

is at the appellate stage before the H

ise between the parties would not be

ame resulting in acquittal of the offen

onvicted by the trial court. Here charge

07 IPC and conviction is already record

 therefore, there is no question of sparin

uch a crime.” 
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Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973. T
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inion whether a criminal proceeding 
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circumstances of each ca

principles can be formulate

(vi) In the exercise of th

dealing with a plea that 

Court must have due reg

offence. Heinous and serio

or offences such as murder

be quashed though the v

settled the dispute. Such of

nature but have a serious

continue with the trial in s

element of public intere

offences; 

(vii) As distinguished from

cases which have an over

civil dispute. They stand 

exercise of the inherent pow

(viii) Criminal cases in

commercial, financial, 

transactions with an essen

situations fall for quashing

(ix) In such a case, the 

proceeding if in view of t

the possibility of a convict

criminal proceeding would

(x) There is yet an exceptio

(viii) and (ix) above. Econo

economic well?being of 

beyond the domain of a m

The High Court would be 

offender is involved in an 

fraud or misdemeanour. T

of upon the financial or

balance.” 
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 case and no exhaustive elaboration

lated; 

 the power under Section 482 and wh

at the dispute has been settled, the H

regard to the nature and gravity of 

erious offences involving mental deprav

der, rape and dacoity cannot appropriat

 victim or the family of the victim h

 offences are, truly speaking, not private

ous impact upon society. The decision

in such cases is founded on the overrid

terest in punishing persons for seri

om serious offences, there may be crimi

verwhelming or predominant element o

nd on a distinct footing in so far as 

power to quash is concerned; 

 involving offences which arise fr

l, mercantile, partnership or simi

ssentially civil flavour may in appropri

ing where parties have settled the disput

the High Court may quash the crimi

f the compromise between the disputa

viction is remote and the continuation o

uld cause oppression and prejudice; and

ption to the principle set out in propositi

onomic offences involving the financial a

f the state have implications which 
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“13. Considering the law on the

Court on the point, referred to h

under: 

i) that the power conferred

the criminal proceedings fo

Section 320 of the Code c

and predominantly the civ

out of commercial transa

relationship or family disp

the entire dispute amongst 

ii) such power is not to be

involved heinous and ser

offences like murder, rap

private in nature and have

iii) similarly, such power 

under the special statutes 

offences committed by 

that capacity are not to 

compromise between the vi

iv) offences under Section

fall in the category of hein

are to be treated as crime

individual alone, and ther

offence under Section 307

have a serious impact on th

of powers under Section 4

parties have resolved the

However, the High Cour

because there is a mentio

charge is framed under thi

Court to examine as to wh

is there for the sake of it o

evidence, which if prove

under Section 307 IPC. Fo

High Court to go by the n

injury is inflicted on the vi

weapons used etc. Howev

would be permissible onl

investigation and the charg

during the trial. Such exerc
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the point and the other decisions of t

o hereinabove, it is observed and held

red under Section 482 of the Code to qu

s for the non?compoundable offences un

e can be exercised having overwhelmin

 civil character, particularly those aris

nsactions or arising out of matrimon

isputes and when the parties have resol

gst themselves; 

 be exercised in those prosecutions wh

serious offences of mental depravity 

rape, dacoity, etc. Such offences are 

ve a serious impact on society; 

er is not to be exercised for the offen

es like Prevention of Corruption Act or 

by public servants while working 

to be quashed merely on the basis

e victim and the offender; 

ion 307 IPC and the Arms Act etc. wo

heinous and serious offences and theref

ime against the society and not against 

herefore, the criminal proceedings for 

307 IPC and/or the Arms Act etc. wh

n the society cannot be quashed in exerc

n 482 of the Code, on the ground that 

their entire dispute amongst themselv

ourt would not rest its decision mer

tion of Section 307 IPC in the FIR or 

 this provision. It would be open to the H

 whether incorporation of Section 307 I

it or the prosecution has collected suffici

oved, would lead to framing the cha

 For this purpose, it would be open to 

e nature of injury sustained, whether su

e vital/delegate parts of the body, nature
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still under investigation. 

paragraphs 29.6 and 29.7 

of Narinder Singh (supra) 

read as a whole and in the 

v) while exercising the po

quash the criminal procee

offences, which are privat

impart on society, o

settlement/compromise be

High Court is required to 

the conduct of the accus

absconding and why he w

with the complainant to en
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“25. The only question in th

Miscellaneous Applications filed 

Cr.P.C. could have been allowed a

for abetment to commit suicide, e

ten years, could have been quash

the complainant and the accused

aforesaid question cannot, but be i

xxx   xxx  

xxx   xxx  

37.  Offence under Section 30

suicide is a grave, non?compoun

power of the High Court under Se

even be exercised to quash c

compoundable offences, to secure 

the process of Court. Where the 

disputes essentially civil and pe

exercise its power under Section 

proceedings. In what cases pow
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 Therefore, the ultimate conclusion

9.7 of the decision of this Court in the c

a) should be read harmoniously and to

the circumstances stated hereinabove; 

 power under Section 482 of the Code

ceedings in respect of non?compounda

ivate in nature and do not have a seri

on the ground that there is 

between the victim and the offender, 

 to consider the antecedents of the accus

cused, namely, whether the accused w

e was absconding, how he had manag

 enter into a compromise etc.” 
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 this appeal is whether the Crimi

ed by the accused under Section 482 of 

ed and an FIR under Section 306 of the I

e, entailing punishment of imprisonmen

ashed on the basis of a settlement betw

sed named in the FIR. The answer to 

be in the negative.  
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306 of the IPC of abetment to com

oundable offence. Of course, the inher

Section 482 of the Cr.P.C. is wide and 

 criminal proceedings relating to n
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personal in nature, the High Court 

on 482 of the CrPC to quash the crimi
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complaint or criminal proceeding

would depend on the facts and circ

38.  However, before exercisin

Cr.P.C. to quash an FIR, criminal

the High Court, as observed abov

regard to the nature and gravity o

which are not private in nature 

cannot be quashed on the basis of

the complainant and/or the victim

dacoity and even abetment to com

in nature. Such crimes are again

prosecution be quashed on compr

grave and falls within the ambit of

39. Orders quashing FIRs an

serious offences only on basis o

would set a dangerous precedent,

oblique reasons, with a view 

Furthermore, financially strong 

cases of grave and serious offence

etc. by buying off informants/com

would render otiose provisions su

incorporated in the IPC as a deter

40.  In Criminal Jurisprudence

that of the informant. Once an F

and a criminal case is started by

the State and the accused. The S

order is maintained in society. It i

case of grave and serious non?

society, the informant and/or comp

the extent of ensuring that justice 

the offender. An informant has no

of a non? compoundable offence o

which impacts society. 
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50.  In our considered opinio
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