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IN THE HIGH COURT OF KARNATAKA,AT DHARWAD 

DATED THIS THE 4TH DAY OF NOVEMBER, 2025 

PRESENT 

THE HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE S G PANDIT 

 AND  

 THE HON'BLE MRS JUSTICE GEETHA K.B. 

WRIT PETITION NO. 101935 OF 2024 (S-KAT) 

BETWEEN:  

 
SRI. KRISHNA KUMAR S/O. THIMMARAYAPPA, 

AGED ABOUT 47 YEARS, 
WORKING AS CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT OF PRISON, 
CENTRAL PRISON, BELAGAVI-591108 

RESIDING AT OFFICERS QUARTERS BELAGAVI AREA, 
HINDALGA VILLAGE, BELAGAVI-591108 

…PETITIONER 

(BY SRI. PRITHVEESH M.K, ADVOCATE) 
 

AND: 

 

THE STATE OF KARNATAKA 
REPRESENTED BY ITS PRINCIPAL SECRETARY, 
DEPARTMENT OF HOME (PRISONS AND CINEMA), 

VIDHANA SOUDHA, BENGALURU-560001 
…RESPONDENT 

(BY SRI. G.K. HIREGOUDAR, PRL. GOVERNMENT ADVOCATE) 

 
 THIS WP IS FILED UNDER ARTICLES 226 AND 227 OF THE 

CONSTITUTION OF INDIA, PRAYING TO CALL FOR RECORDS FROM 

THE RESPONDENT AND SET ASIDE THE IMPUGNED ORDER DATED. 08-

12-2023 PASSED BY THE KARNATAKA STATE ADMINISTRATIVE 
TRIBUNAL BELAGAVI BENCH IN APPLICATION NO.10454/2023 AND 

APPLICATION NO. 10456/2023 (ANNEXURE-A) AND CONSEQUENTLY 

ALLOW THE APPLICATION NO.10454/2023 (ANNEXURE-B) AS WELL AS 
APPLICATION NO.10456/2023 (ANNEXURE-C) FILED BY THE 

PETITIONER BEFORE THE TRIBUNAL AS PRAYED FOR, IN THE 
INTEREST OF JUSTICE. 
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 THIS PETITION, COMING ON FOR PRELIMINARY HEARING, THIS 

DAY, ORDER WAS MADE THEREIN AS UNDER: 

 
CORAM: THE HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE S G PANDIT 

 AND  
 THE HON'BLE MRS JUSTICE GEETHA K.B. 

 

ORAL ORDER 

(PER: THE HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE S G PANDIT) 

The unsuccessful applicant is before this Court under 

Article 226 of the Constitution of India questioning the order 

dated 08.12.2023 passed by the Karnataka State 

Administrative Tribunal, Belagavi (for short ‘Tribunal’) in 

Application No.10454/2023(Annexure-B). The petitioner has 

sought for declaration that the Departmental enquiry 

initiated by charge memo dated 03.04.2018 as abandoned 

and in Application No.10456/2023 (Annexure-C), the 

petitioner had sought for a direction to consider his case for 

promotion to the cadre of Deputy Inspector General of 

Prisons with retrospective effect from the date on which his 

juniors are promoted vide Notification dated 26.06.2019.  
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2. Heard Sri.Prithveesh M.K. learned counsel for the 

petitioner and Sri.G.K.Hiregoudar, Prl. Government 

Advocate for respondent. 

3. At present, the petitioner is working as Chief 

Superintendent of Central Prison, Belagavi.  The petitioner 

was issued with Articles of charge dated 03.04.2018 

alleging certain misconduct.  The petitioner is said to have 

submitted detailed reply denying the allegations made 

against him on 26.06.2019. It is stated that juniors of the 

petitioner were promoted to the next higher cadre of 

Deputy Inspector of Prison, following sealed cover 

procedure in respect of petitioner. It is stated that the 

petitioner approached Tribunal in Application No.7174/2018 

questioning the Articles of charge dated 03.04.2018 as well 

as order dated 03.07.2018. The said applications are said to 

have been dismissed reserving liberty to the petitioner to 

raise all contentions before Enquiry officer. 
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4. It is submitted that sanction was also accorded 

on 31.12.2021 to prosecute the petitioner for the offence 

punishable under the Provisions Prevention of Corruption 

Act, 1988.  It is stated that aggrieved by the order dated 

26.03.2021 passed by the Tribunal in application 

No.7174/2018, the petitioner approached this Court in WP 

No.8866/2022 which was disposed of by order dated 

01.02.2023 with an observation that the enquiry against the 

petitioner shall be expedited. Thereafter, the present two 

applications are filed before the Tribunal by the petitioner 

which were dismissed under the impugned order dated 

08.12.2023.   

5. Learned counsel Sri. M.K. Prithveesh would 

submit that though the enquiry is instituted by issuance of 

Articles of charge dated 03.04.2018, till this date the 

respondents have not commenced the enquiry which has 

prejudiced the case of the petitioner and affected his service 

condition. Further, learned counsel Sri. Prithveesh would 

submit that during this period, the juniors of the petitioner 
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are promoted to the  next higher cadre and petitioner is 

working under the  juniors of the petitioner. Therefore, he 

submits that since the enquiry is pending which is delayed 

by virtue of action of the respondent-Disciplinary Authority, 

he prays for allowing the writ petition or in the alternative 

to issue a direction to promote him to the next higher cadre 

during the pendency of the enquiry. 

6. Per contra, learned Prl.GA Sri.G.K.Hiregouder 

would submit that the charges against the petitioner are 

very serious, in that the petitioner has allowed drugs inside 

the jail. Therefore, he submits that the petitioner would not 

be entitled for any relief.  Further, learned counsel would 

submit that it is a joint enquiry against the petitioner as 

well as one Smt.Anitha, Superintendent of Jails. It is 

submitted that the said Smt.Anitha, Superintendent of Jails 

had approached the tribunal and had obtained interim order 

of stay of the enquiry. In that circumstances, for some 

period the enquiry could not be commenced.  Further, the 

enquiry officer appointed subsequently has issued enquiry 
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notice to the petitioner dated 03.11.2025 directing the 

petitioner to appear before the Enquiry officer on 

12.11.2025 at 3 p.m.  The said notice is filed before this 

Court along with memo dated 04.11.2025, the same is 

taken on record.  In the said notice the enquiry officer has 

stated that he would try to complete the enquiry within 

three months. 

7. Learned counsel Sri. Prithveesh has placed 

reliance on the decision of the Hon’ble Apex Court in the 

case of State of Punjab and others Vs. Chaman lal 

Goyal1 to contend that whenever there is delay in 

concluding the enquiry, the Court has to balance and direct 

the respondents to consider the case of the Government 

servant for promotion. Thus, he would pray for allowing the 

writ petition. 

8. Having heard the learned counsel for the parties 

and on perusal of the writ petition papers, taking note of 

                                                      
1
 (1995)2 SCC 570  
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the gravity of the charge against the petitioner, we are not 

inclined to accept the writ petition. 

9. The Articles of charge dated 03.04.2018 came to 

be issued to the petitioner which is placed on record as  

Annexure-A1. The charges against the petitioner reads as 

follows: 

“PÁgÁUÀÈºÀUÀ¼À G¥ÀªÀÄºÁ¤jÃPÀëPÀgÁVzÀÝ ²æÃªÀÄw r. gÀÆ¥À, L.¦.J¸ï, 

gÀªÀgÀÄ É̈AUÀ¼ÀÆgÀÄ PÉÃAzÀæ PÁgÁUÀÈºÀzÀ°è CPÀæªÀÄ £ÀqÉ¢zÉ JAzÀÄ ¸À°è¹zÀÝ 

ªÀgÀ¢ DzsÁgÀzÀ ªÉÄÃgÉUÉ À̧PÁðgÀªÀÅ DzÉÃ±À À̧ASÉå: ºÉZïr 62 ¦DgïE 

2017, ¢£ÁAPÀ: 14.07.2017 gÀ°è F §UÉÎ «ZÁgÀuÉ £ÀqÉ¹ ªÀgÀ¢ À̧°è À̧®Ä 

s̈ÁgÀvÀ ¸ÀPÁðgÀzÀ ¤ªÀÈvÀÛ PÁAiÀÄðzÀ²ðUÀ¼ÁzÀ '²æÃ «£ÀAiÀiï PÀÄªÀiÁgï, 

L.J.J¸ï, EªÀgÀ£ÀÄß «ZÁgÀuÁ¢üPÁjAiÀÄ£ÁßV £ÉÃ«Ä¹zÀÄÝ, ¸ÀzÀjAiÀÄªÀgÀÄ 

À̧°è¹zÀ ªÀgÀ¢UÉ ¸ÀA§A¢ü¹zÀAvÉ, PÀvÀðªÀå¯ÉÆÃ¥ÀªÉ¸ÀVzÀ ²æÃ PÀÈµÀÚPÀÄªÀiÁgï, 

ªÀÄÄRå C¢üÃPÀëPÀgÀÄ EzÀgÀ «gÀÄzÀÞzÀ zÉÆÃµÁgÉÆÃ¥ÀuÉ «ªÀgÀ: 

DgÉÆÃ¥À-1 

  É̈AUÀ¼ÀÆgÀÄ PÉÃAzÀæ PÁgÁUÀÈºÀzÀ D¸ÀàvÉæAiÀÄ°è ¢£ÁAPÀ: 29-06-2017 

gÀAzÀÄ À̧eÁ §A¢ 4755 £ÁUÉÃAzÀæ ªÀÄÆwð FvÀ£ÀÄ ªÀÄÄRå 

ªÉÊzÁå¢üPÁjUÀ¼ÁzÀ qÁ|| PÀ¼À¸ÉÃUËqÀgï gÀªÀgÀ ªÉÄÃ¯É ºÀ¯Éè ªÀiÁqÀ®Ä 

¥ÀæAiÀÄwß¹zÀÄÝ, PÁgÁUÀÈºÀzÀ ªÀÄÄRå À̧ÜgÁVzÀÝ ¤ÃªÀÅ ¸ÀA Ȩ́ÜAiÀÄ D À̧àvÉæAiÀÄ 

ªÉÊzÁå¢üPÁjUÀ¼ÀÄ ªÀÄvÀÄÛ ¹§âA¢UÀ½UÉ À̧ÆPÀÛ gÀPÀëuÉ MzÀV À̧ÄªÀ°è PÁgÁUÀÈºÀzÀ 

ªÀÄÄRå¸ÀÜgÁzÀ ¤ÃªÀÅ «¥sÀ®gÁVgÀÄwÛÃj. 
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  DgÉÆÃ¥À-2: 

  É̈AUÀ¼ÀÆgÀÄ PÉÃAzÀæ PÁgÁUÀÈºÀzÀAvÀºÀ ¸ÀÆPÀëöä ¸ÀA¸ÉÜAiÀÄ M§â 

dªÁ¨ÁÝjAiÀÄÄvÀ PÁgÁUÀÈºÀzÀ ªÀÄÄRå¸ÀÜgÁVzÀÝ ¤ÃªÀÅ, AiÀiÁªÀÅzÉÃ ¤µÉÃ¢üvÀ 

ªÀ À̧ÄÛUÀ¼ÀÄ PÁgÁUÀÈºÀzÉÆ¼ÀUÉ £ÀÄ À̧Ä¼ÀzÀAvÉ ¤AiÀÄAwæ¸ÀÄªÀÅzÀÄ ¤ªÀÄä DzÀå 

PÀvÀðªÀåªÁVzÉ. DzÀgÉ ¤ÃªÀÅ, F PÀæªÀÄªÀ£ÀÄß À̧ªÀÄ¥ÀðPÀªÁV ¤ªÀð»¸ÀzÉÃ 

wÃªÀævÀgÀ PÀvÀðªÀå¯ÉÆÃ¥ÀªÉ À̧VzÀÝjAzÀ eÉÊ°£À M¼ÀUÉ ªÀiÁzÀPÀ ªÀ À̧ÄÛUÀ¼ÀÄ 

À̧gÀ§gÁeÁV §A¢UÀ¼ÀÄ ªÀiÁzÀPÀ zÀæªÀå ªÀ À̧ÄÛUÀ¼À£ÀÄß G¥ÀAiÉÆÃV¹ ªÀiÁ£À¹PÀ 

gÉÆÃVUÀ¼ÁVgÀÄvÁÛgÉ. C®èzÉ, §A¢UÀ¼À£ÀÄß ªÀiÁzÀPÀ ªÀ¸ÀÄÛUÀ¼À ¸ÉÃªÀ£É ¥ÀjÃPÉëUÉ 

M¼À¥Àr À̧ÄªÀ À̧®ÄªÁV qÀæUï mÉ¸ïÖ Qmï UÀ¼À£ÀÄß DUÀvÀåPÉÌ vÀPÀÌAvÉ MzÀV À̧®Ä 

«¥sÀ®gÁV¢ÝÃj. 

DgÉÆÃ¥À-3: 

  É̈AUÀ¼ÀÆgÀÄ PÉÃAzÀæ PÁgÁUÀÈºÀzÀ D À̧àvÉæ « s̈ÁUÀzÀ zÁR¯É PÉÆoÀr 

(Medical Store Room)UÉ E¯ÁSÉAiÀÄ ¹§âA¢UÀ¼À£ÀÄß £ÉÃªÀÄPÀ 

ªÀiÁqÀzÉÃ PÀvÀðªÀåzÀ°è ¤®ðPÀëåvÉ vÉÆÃj¹zÀÝ®èzÉ, ¤AiÀÄªÀÄ¨Á»gÀªÁV ¸ÀeÁ 

§A¢UÀ¼À£ÀÄß zÁR¯É PÉÆoÀrAiÀÄ PÀvÀðªÀåPÉÌ £ÉÃ«Ä¹zÀÝjAzÀ ªÉÊzÀåQÃAiÀÄ 

zÁR¯É PÉÆoÀr (Medical Store room) ¬ÄAzÀ §A¢UÀ½UÉ 

À̧A§A¢ü¹zÀ ªÉÊzÀåQÃAiÀÄ zÁR¯ÉUÀ¼ÀÄ £Á¥ÀvÉÛAiÀiÁVgÀÄvÀÛªÉ. M§â 

dªÁ¨ÁÝjAiÀÄÄvÀ PÁgÁUÀÈºÀzÀ ªÀÄÄRå C¢üÃPÀëPÀgÁzÀ ¤ÃªÀÅ, PÁgÁUÀÈºÀzÀ 

PÁAiÀÄð¤ªÁðºÀPÀ CxÀªÁ °¦PÀ ¹§âA¢UÀ¼À£ÀÄß £ÉÃ«Ä¹zÀÝ°è F jÃwAiÀÄ 

¯ÉÆÃ¥ÀzÉÆÃµÀUÀ¼À£ÀÄß vÀqÉUÀlÖ§ºÀÄ¢vÀÄÛ. DzÀgÉ ¤ÃªÀÅ, F PÀæªÀÄ dgÀÄV À̧®Ä 

«¥sÀ®gÁV wÃªÀævÀgÀ PÀvÀðªÀå¯ÉÆÃ¥ÀªÉ À̧VgÀÄwÛÃj. 

DgÉÆÃ¥À-4: 

  É̈AUÀ¼ÀÆgÀÄ PÉÃAzÀæ PÁgÁUÀÈºÀzÀ D À̧àvÉæAiÀÄ OµÀ¢ü zÁ¸ÁÛ£ÀÄ 

PÉÆoÀrAiÀÄ°è ¸ÀeÁ §A¢UÀ¼À£ÀÄß £ÉÃ«Ä¹gÀÄªÀÅzÀjAzÀ D¸ÀàvÉæ ªÉÄrPÀ¯ï 

Ȩ́ÆÖÃgï£À°è ® s̈Àå«gÀÄªÀ ªÀiÁvÉæUÀ¼À£ÀÄß §A¢UÀ¼ÀÄ ¤AiÀÄªÀÄ¨Á»gÀªÁV 
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¥ÀqÉAiÀÄÄvÁÛgÉ. C®èzÉ, OµÀ¢ü zÁ¸ÁÛ£ÀÄ PÉÆoÀrAiÀÄ°è PÁAiÀÄð¤ªÀð» À̧ÄªÀ 

À̧eÁ§A¢UÀ¼ÀÄ §A¢UÀ½UÉ ¤zÉÝ ªÀiÁvÉæUÀ¼ÀÄ ® s̈ÀåªÁUÀÄªÀAvÉ ªÀiÁrzÀÝjAzÀ 

CzÀgÀ zÀÄgÀÄ¥ÀAiÉÆÃUÀ ªÀiÁrPÉÆAqÀÄ §A¢UÀ¼ÀÄ ªÀiÁ£À¹PÀ gÉÆÃVUÀ¼ÁUÀ®Ä 

¤ÃªÀÅ ¥ÀgÉÆÃPÀëªÁV PÁgÀtPÀvÀðgÁVgÀÄ«j. zÁ¸ÁÛ£ÀÄ PÉÆoÀrAiÀÄ 

¥sÁªÀiÁð¹¸ïÖUÀ¼À À̧ºÁAiÀÄPÁÌV PÁgÁUÀÈºÀzÀ ¹§âA¢AiÀÄ£ÀÄß £ÉÃ«Ä¹zÀÝ°è 

OµÀ¢üUÀ¼ÀÄ §A¢UÀ½AzÀ zÀÄ§ð¼ÀPÉAiÀiÁUÀÄªÀÅzÀ£ÀÄß vÀqÉUÀlÖ§ºÀÄzÁVvÀÄÛ. F 

¤nÖ£À°è ¤ÃªÀÅ PÀvÀðªÀåzÀ°è É̈ÃdªÁ¨ÁÝjvÀ£À, ¤®ðPÀëåvÀ£À PÀvÀðªÀå¯ÉÆÃ¥À 

vÉÆÃjgÀÄwÛÃj. 

DgÉÆÃ¥À-5: 

  É̈AUÀ¼ÀÆgÀÄ PÉÃAzÀæ PÁgÁUÀÈºÀzÀ°è zÁR¯ÁVzÀÝ bÁ¥ÁPÁUÀzÀ 

ºÀUÀgÀtzÀ ¥ÀæªÀÄÄR DgÉÆÃ¦ ¸ÀeÁ §A¢ C§ÄÝ¯ï PÀjÃA ¯Á¯ï vÉ®VUÉ 

PÁ£ÀÆ£ÀÄ/¤AiÀÄªÀÄUÀ¼À°è CªÀPÁ±À«®è¢zÀÝgÀÆ ¤ÃªÀÅ AiÀiÁªÀÅzÉÆÃ 

zÀÄgÀÄzÉÝÃ±À¢AzÀ vÉ®VUÉ C£ÀÄPÀÆ® ªÀiÁrPÉÆqÀÄªÀ zÀÈ¶Ö¬ÄAzÀ FvÀ£À 

À̧ºÁAiÀÄPÁÌV CUÀvÀåQÌAvÀ ºÉaÑ£À À̧ASÉåAiÀÄ°è PÁgÁUÀÈºÀzÀ «ZÁgÀuÁ 

§A¢UÀ¼À£ÀÄß £ÉÃ«Ä¹ CªÀgÀÄUÀ½AzÀ CªÀiÁ£À«ÃAiÀÄªÁzÀ PÉ®¸ÀUÀ¼À£ÀÄß 

ªÀiÁr À̧®Ä CªÀPÁ±À ¤ÃrgÀÄªÀÅzÀgÀ eÉÆvÉUÉ DvÀ¤UÉ «±ÉÃµÀ ¸Ë® s̈ÀåUÀ¼ÁzÀ 

ªÀÄAZÀ, aPÀÌ J¯ï.E.r n« EvÁå¢ ¸Ë®¨sÀåUÀ¼À£ÀÄß MzÀV¹ 

PÀvÀðªÀå¯ÉÆÃ¥ÀªÉ À̧V¢ÝÃj. 

DgÉÆÃ¥À-6: 

  É̈AUÀ¼ÀÆgÀÄ PÉÃAzÀæ PÁgÁUÀÈºÀzÀ°è zÁR¯ÁVgÀÄªÀ ±À²PÀ¯Á gÀªÀjUÉ 

ªÀÄ»¼Á ¨ÁågÀPï£À LzÀÄ Ȩ́¯ïUÀ¼À£ÀÄß ¤AiÀÄªÀÄ¨Á»gÀªÁV ¥ÀævÉåÃPÀªÁV 

MzÀV¸À¯ÁVzÉ. À̧zÀj §A¢UÉ ¥ÀævÉåÃPÀªÁV DºÁgÀ vÀAiÀiÁj À̧®Ä 

¤AiÀÄªÀÄ¨Á»gÀªÁV ªÀÄ»¼Á §A¢AiÀÄ£ÀÄß £ÉÃ«Ä¸À¯ÁVzÉ ºÁUÀÆ CqÀÄUÉ 

vÀAiÀiÁj¸À®Ä CqÀÄUÉ PÉÆÃuÉAiÀÄ ªÀåªÀ¸ÉÜAiÀÄ£ÀÄß ºÁUÀÆ ¤AiÀÄªÀÄUÀ½UÉ 

«gÀÄzÀÞªÁV ºÉaÑ£À PÁ¯ÁªÀ¢üUÉ À̧AzÀ±Àð£ÀPÉÌ CªÀPÁ±À ªÀiÁrPÉÆqÀ¯ÁVgÀÄvÀÛzÉ. 
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À̧zÀj §A¢UÉ ºÁ¹UÉ, ªÀÄAZÀ, ZÉÃgï EªÀÅUÀ¼À£ÀÄß MzÀV¸À¯ÁVzÉ. 

MmÁÖgÉAiÀiÁV AiÀiÁªÀÅzÉÆÃ zÀÄgÀÄzÉÝÃ±À¢AzÀ ±À²PÀ¯Á gÀªÀjUÉ C£ÀÄPÀÆ® 

ªÀiÁrPÉÆqÀÄªÀ zÀÈ¶Ö¬ÄAzÀ J-ªÀUÀðPÉÌ Ȩ́ÃjzÀ §A¢UÀ½UÉ ¤ÃqÀ É̈ÃPÁzÀ 

¸Ë® s̈ÀåUÀ¼À£ÀÄß §A¢ ±À²PÀ¯Á gÀªÀjUÉ ¤AiÀÄªÀÄ¨Á»gÀªÁV ¤Ãr 

PÀvÀðªÀå¯ÉÆÃ¥ÀªÉ À̧V¢ÝÃj. 

 F ¤ªÀÄä £ÀqÀvÉAiÀÄÄ 1966 PÀ£ÁðlPÀ ¹«¯ï Ȩ́ÃªÁ (ªÀvÀð£É) ¤AiÀÄªÀiÁªÀ½UÀ¼À ¤AiÀÄªÀÄ 

3(1) (i)(ii) ªÀÄvÀÄÛ (iii) gÀAvÉ À̧PÁðj £ËPÀgÀjUÉ vÀPÀÄÌzÀ®èzÀ £ÀqÀvÉAiÀiÁVgÀÄvÀÛzÉ.” 

10. A reading of the above Articles of charge, 

indicates that the charges alleged against the petitioner are 

very serious in nature. If those charges are proved, it 

warrants major penalty. Be that as it may. It is true that on 

an earlier occasion when the petitioner had approached this 

Court, this Court had observed that the enquiry to be 

completed expeditiously. However, in the impugned order 

passed by the Tribunal, the Tribunal has observed that the 

enquiry proceedings be completed within a period of six 

months.  However, the petitioner is before this Court 

challenging the said order of the Tribunal. It is seen that 

from 2018 onwards in one or the other proceedings, the 

petitioner is either before the Tribunal or before this Court, 
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therefore, it cannot be said that the enquiry is delayed 

because of the respondents conduct. However, it is to be 

noted that for delay in concluding the enquiry, the 

petitioner himself is responsible. 

11. The Hon’ble Apex Court in the case Chaman lal 

Goyal supra has observed that wherever there is inordinate 

delay in initiating the enquiry or in concluding the enquiry, 

the Court shall balance the situation taking note of the facts 

of each case and direct the respondents appropriately.  To 

the peculiar facts of the present case, the decisions in 

Chaman lal Goyal supra would not be applicable. 

12. As stated above along with memo dated 

04.11.2025, the letter dated 03.11.2025 of the Enquiry 

Officer is enclosed, wherein it is seen that the Enquiry 

Officer has fixed the enquiry date as 12.11.2025 and he has 

also stated that he would try to complete the enquiry within 

three months. The petitioner shall appear before the 
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Enquiry Officer on 12.11.2025 for further participation in 

the enquiry. 

13. Learned counsel Sri.Prithveesh would submit that 

the petitioner would cooperate with the Enquiry Officer for 

early completion of the enquiry. Even after co-operation of 

the petitioner, if the Enquiry officer fails to complete the 

enquiry within three months, it is open for the petitioner to 

seek appropriate reliefs. 

14. With the above observations, the writ petition 

stands dismissed. 
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