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IN THE HIGH COURT OF MANIPUR
AT IMPHAL

PIL No.22 of 2025
Ningthoujam Toyai & Anr.

Petitioners
Vs.

Union of India & 5 ors.
Respondents

BEFORE

HON'BLE THE CHIEF JUSTICE MR. M. SUNDAR
HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE AHANTHEM BIMOL SINGH

(ORDER)
(Order of the Court was made by Mr. M. Sundar, CJ)

25.11.2025
[1] In the captioned ‘Public Interest Litigation’(‘PIL’ for the

sake of brevity). Mr. KH. Tarunkumar, learned senior counsel
instructed by Mr. M. Rustam, learned counsel on record for PIL
petitioners, Mr. Darakishwor, learned Senior Panel Counsel for
Central Government(Sr. PCCG) for *first respondent’("lR1’ for the
sake of brevity, to be noted, similar abbreviations will be used with
regard to other respondents also) and Mr. Phungyo Zingkhei,

learned counsel R2 to R6 are before us in the physical Court.

[2] In the hearing today, notwithstanding expansive and
elaborate prayers, learned senior counsel for PIL petitioners, on
instructions, very fairly submits that PIL petitioners abridge the

prayer for the present(in the caption PIL), elaborating on the same,



learned senior counsel submits that the first PIL petitioner has sent
a representation dated 30.05.2025 and for the present, it will suffice
if addressee No.5 (Respondent No.3) is directed to dispose of the
said representation (to be noted, this 30.05.2025 representation
shall from hereon and henceforth be referred to as ‘said
representation’) within a time frame. Learned senior counsel
submits that if the PIL petitioners are either not satisfied or
aggrieved by the disposal, the rights and contentions of PIL
petitioners (including contentions in instant PIL) may please be
preserved for assailing the same in an appropriate manner

including another PIL if so advised, and if so decide.

[3] Both the State counsel for the respondents, more
particularly R3 very fairly agreed to the afore-referred request and
also submitted that the exercise can be completed in 8(eight) weeks

from today i.e., on or before 10.02.2026.

[4] Before we write the operative portion of instant order,
it is deemed appropriate to scan and reproduce the afore-referred
said representation (dated 30.05.2025) which has been placed
before this Court as part of the case file ( Annexure A/16). We do
so and the scanned reproduction of afore-referred representation is

as follows:
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Manipur,
= Th.c Princ.i;.\al S«""“'?' 0 Prime Minister
Prime Ministey s Office, Sout Block,
Secretariay Building, Ney Delhi.
! 1!;|w Secretary of the Ministry Envirenment,
Orest &'nd &C W r - sl the
I ThePyine l"fm‘ Change (MOEFCC), India. PUCE & MOFS
mcupal Chijes C'Jl‘l&'rvatnr of Forests Commrnmerni ¢ Mo
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5 TheSecretary (Revenue), y Seweie A } ’
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Ref.: Letter No. 6/SDC/IW-1/ Aller/ 2020 dated 03/10/2022 swritten
by the Sub-Divisionat Oificer, Imphal West, Lamsang,
Subject:

A humble representation tor taking up favourable action: (i)

~transter the administrative jurisdiction of Kangchup Chiry
Reserve Forest from the jurisdiction of Kangpokpi Divisional
Forest Officer to Divisicnal Forest Officer Central in terms of
administrative and practical convensence as indicated by Hon'ble
Division Berch of High Court of Maripur in the case of The
Kargchup Chingxhong, Wamen's Association -Vs- The State of
Manipur & 3 Ors. by its judgment and order dated 05, 03/2020 in
PIL No. 8 of 2020 by making necessary corrections in the working
plan by redrawing Farest Division boundary; and (1)) for

~demarcation and censalidation of a distinct boundary line
between the Kangehup Chiru Valley Village Reserve Forest and
the Revenue Village 60-Chakpa Village, Imphal West within a
sl pulated time,

Sir, ’

Gir, With due regards, | the undessigned custoenary Chief of Chakpa Phayeng, and
hdute Caste Village have the honor to lay down the followlng wonds for your Gael

s : :

selP s sympathetic consideration and pecessary favourable

. sef) of Chakpa/Lol/Schedule Caste
m the Khulakpa (Village Chief)
(1) mL- . t.:led in the Revenue village H-Chakpa Phayeng, Lameang, PO, & PS,
Community 5 § Wit Dt Manipar-795146. The said Village is situated about 1)
Lameang In\l"':: {mphal City bs reistered and eointained under she MLR & LR Act,
; e fro ‘ 3
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ot WItH PIOPer jamabungg i e

u
v Imphal West Vallgy Distrigy, et b the Sekmar Asembly Constitiency

B That, Fhumbly beg o submit
parbar recorded the Darbay Resol
jhat I considering the DR. No.
214/ ORGL. Datedd 13703 /1934
schedule Caste CHAKPA PHAYENG that the
the above said forest ara to Ni'\gﬂwubm Leih
of CHAKPA PHAYENG and he was Biven the
timited ¥ights to use the forest Product inclug;

that o 08/02/1934, ghye
ution No. 104 o

26 of 07 /01 /19
on the "Uh't'ﬂ of

President, Manipur State
20/07/1932 of APPENDIX XIVB
M in the light of PMSD Memo No.
Valley Village Reserve Forest for the
Darbar agread to approve and entrust
a0, the then Khulakpa (Village Chief)
right to preserve the forest lami with
g 10 protect cultural and customary
(hunting for beasts/bees) within the boundary of the

Flag “A"). : ® said Darbar Resolution of the vear 1934 is enclosed as
@) That on 27/09/217, al Nid
submitted a humb! on8 With the villagers of Chakpa Phayeng

id village as entrusted by the Darbar Resolution
VB. (A copy of th. letter dated 27/09/2017 is
enclosed as Flag *B*) (A copy :

Further, on 14/03/2018, the Dean, National Sports University Society, Khuman
Lampak, Imphal, Manipur Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, Government of India
cordially sent a letter Inviting the Phayeng Khulakpa Schedule Caste (Village Chief of
Phayeng) for participating in the Bhumi Puja & Foundation Stone Laying Ceremony
of National Sports University which was held at Haoreithen, Imphal West District on
16/06/2018 followed by a variety of entertainment programme and video
conferencing by the Hon'ble Prime Minister of India Shri Narendra Moxdi - Ii,

It Is submitted that on 05/ 10/2020, another memorandum of appeal was
submitted to the Hon'ble Minister, Forest & Environment, Government of Manipur
with a similar request to preserve and protect the cultural and customary rights of the
said village as entrusted by the abovementioned Darbar Resolution. (A copy of the
letter dated 15/10/2020 15 enclosed as Flag “C") '

(#)  That on 31/10/2022, vide letter No. 6/SDC/IW-L/ Allot/ 2020, the Sub.
Deputy Collector, Imphal West, Lamsang forwarded a report to the Sub-Divisiona)
Officer, Lamsang reganding joint survey to identify the overlapping bound S
between the Kanchup Chiru Valley Village Reserve Forest and Revenue Villages of
Lamsang SDC Cj udlzn} 60-Chakps Phayeng, 59-Kharang Koireng and S6.

Smt. M. Baby 2. TRUE w
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pert, the overlapping aren of nevenue villagiee No
abovesaid reserved forest anea were confinmed and
tistedd in the annexure-1 of the said report alongwith their respective allotted Dag Now
anud lamd size (in acre). (A copy of the said report is enclosed as Flag “D*)

Kandangband. In the abovesaid e
t-Chakpa Phaveng with the

On 11/12/2022, the Divisional Fopest Officer, Kangpokpi Forest Division,
Government of Manipur wrote a letter to the Deputy Commissioner, Imphal West,
Government of Manipur wherein it was clearly stated that as per the Government
arder, a joint survey was conducted to demarcate and consolidate the boundary of
K‘“Sd\up Chiru Reserve Forest and the same was completed, all the stakeholders in
the survey exercise are required to append their signature and seal on the map

constructed from the data collector as per survey for further necessary action, (A copy
of the said letter dated 01 112/ 2022 is enclosed as Flag “E").

3. That, on 15/07/2024, a legal notice by referring the letter No. 6/SDC/IW-
L/ Allot/ 2020 dated 31/10/2022 written by the SDC, Imphal West, Lamsang was
forwarded to the Sub-Divisional Officer, Lamsang, Imphal West, Government of
Manipur wherein since the said report for completion of the joint survey for
demarcation of the reserve forest areas was submitted way back on 3171072022 and
thenwamxﬁonbkmnpmﬂllthedm.thenbddﬁcemmqumd to take up
immediate necessary action for joint survey to identify the overlapping boundary
areas mentioned in the said report and the said report dated 31/12/2022 and also to
protect and preserve the valley village reserve forest entrusted to schedule caste
Chakpa Phayeng by the abovementioned Darbar Resolution.

The community of the undersigned belongs to the backward/schedule caste
community which has been discriminated for centuries on the basis of caste lines and
we require equal protection of law including our customary rights in terms of the
constitutional scheme and the State Authority and Central Govt. Authorities are also
duly bound to protect and preserve the centuries old customary practices of the
schedule caste community of the undersigned.

It is also submitted that the Clvil Administration of the village of the
undersigned have always been under Imphal West jurisdiction in view of the
proximity of the Phayeng Schedule Caste Vlllngf IE\d the attached /adjacent
Kangchup, Reserve Forest to Imphal West District which is around 1011 kilometers.
Whereas, the schedule caste village of the undersigned and the Kangehup Chiry
Reserve Farest is about 50 - 60 kilometres away from Kangpokpi District Head
Quarter which is absolutely beyond administrative convenience ax no help or

assistance can be provided from Kangpokpi District Head Quarter which = about 50
.m.:@'w
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Ralommetres awanv Bt i s abwnn s easien b adimmister the said s hedule caste village

anea Trom lphial West Disteict §Hlead Quarter which is onlyv absout 10:11 kilometres
AWav

o The Hon'ble Division Bench of the Hon'ble High Court was pleased consisder
the wsue of administrative convenience in the similar circumstances, wherein the

Division Bench of High Court by it's onder dated 0570372020 in PIL No. K of 2020 was
please o olwerve as under: -

“141  Fron the muterials plaved ou record, if s clewrly seen thot the
silaated withy I Serlv-Divisions, T -West Dasterct, 1
was originally under the jurisdiction of the Lamsang Police Stalon
went of Mmigur vide ils ordvr dated 999 brought
Kangchup t r prisdic b * G Sapa
] il r's I " ilage and i ke
ithin_Senapati wow Kan oi_Distri rli
i) . 1 '
] ' thervin 1 is not kot
Iic in genceal. Bul ane H wliech i > aile

W+t g

-Wum'
johal Wew Disxict &
Regd No.

(A copy of order dated 05/03/2020 is enclosed as
Flag “F")

7. IlwnalmobaavedbyDlvls!mBemhdHon’bleHighCourtatm5‘,“17
of the said judgment dated 05/03/2022 as under: -

“[5]  Aduittedty, the villagees approvcind te concermed mthorities
tictuding e How'te Chivf Misister, Miniper Ponying for Innsfer of

e Knrgehmp Clingkinong villige eoufer flrlvldw‘i&? annug
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Pabice Shobiow i e Apcars fo b no abyection fram auy migle, ns is
cordent frome iy COPNSpOniences aud Ny reporls ,,;r"“. pnl;} e ntiding
the oone selmnitped by tine Adal, Suprivtvodent n,f: Palur, Kangpokpi to
Hhe effect tat the reqoest of tiv villagers s gro;uim’ and e reveinn

outhorities which an placed o3 recond. Morvaver, the avcess to jnstice al
e
5

rstep of Hw people s pumonyt & sndispeosalbic aned s
vonsidend fo he g right inegloded ive N rigint do lifo as guaranteed wnder

he provisions of Arbcle 21 of? Constitudion of ludia. )} is for Hw Shale
Guuvetigent 1o eusiye if is pulidic sterest. ...."

171 As seen from the abory decisions, My issie reiating o exercise of
power by the High Conrt under Article 226 of the Constitution of Ll
it watter relating to pabscy decision is vo louger wes integr, by thv
fresent vase, the Keugohup Chinghiong aillage wisich was ariginaliy
Wwder e frerisdiction of the Lamsang Police Station, has been placed
wnder the juvisdiction of Camnion Supmrmrina Police Station, has been
placed wnder the pinsdiction of Gawmon Saparmina Police Station,
Kangpokpi District which is abowt 47 ke awey from the village croating

a lot of incmmovgiicnces and probicms both for the villagers aud the police
at Cannpon Sapariei i i, What are the reasor

not kmown to this Cowrl, as the instant PIL is being disposed at the

suotion_stage toithput an_affidavit bring filed on behalf of the

respondents. Bl considering e submissions of the learsed coupsel

pillugers have pot hocu considenvd and are sill pending for consideration
i s, s Court is of the view that the instay) P

dispased of by passing en buocwous order, Accordingly, Hhe instant PI|.
5 i

stands _di wyltls the dinegti

pagticular, the respondeit No, 1 & 2 shall consider the representation
dated 22-10-2010 subuitted to Hw Superinterdent of Police, Tmphal-
West and the applation dabed 20-06-2013 subssitted ta the Han'ple
Chicf Minister, Manipur and dispose of the saie within a period of n
wonth from the dukt of receipt of a vopy of this order by issiing a
spvaking ovder i respect thenvaf. ......°

_§ - Accordingly, the State Government had t.tsmlvm.ed the ?olir! jurisdiction of
Kangchup Chingkhong village from Gamnom Saparmeina Police Station (which, js

about 50 Kilometres away) to Lamsang Police Station (which is only

-7 Kilometres

away). Most importantly this Kangchup Chingk '“‘"!‘ Village is situated near the
Chaitpn Phaveng Schedule Caste village of the undersigned. Theretore, the ratia and

OPY
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iudgm-mt Jdated 0570372020 in PIL N, 8 of 2020 of Division Bench of Hon'ble High
Court is square applicable as in the present case also.

A copy of the Gazette of Manipur dated 15% June,
2020 is enclosed as Flag “G".

Due to failure to take immediate necessary action by the State Govt. and Central
Govt. Authority, the people of the Chakpa Phayeng Village are facing a lot of
difficulties in protecting and preserving the forest land and vegetation as well as in
performing the customary amd cultural rights of the Schedule Caste Chakpa Phayeng,
Community,

In the premises aforesaid, your Goodself's is
requested to kindly take up necessary favourable action: -
(3) transfer the administrative jurisdiction of Kangchup
Chiru Reserve Forest from the jurisdiction of Kangpokpi
Divisional Forest Officer to Divisional Forest Officer
Central in terms of administrative and practical
convenience as indicated by Hon'ble Division Bench of
High Court of Manipur in case of The Kangchup
Chingkhong Women's Association -Vs- The State of
Manipur & 3 Ors. by its judgment dated 05/03/2020 in PIL
No. 8 of 2020 by making necessary corrections in the
working plan by redrawing Forest Division boundary; and
(ii) for demarcation and consolidation of a distinct
boundary line between the Kangchup Chiru Valley Village
Reserve Forest and the Revenue Village 60-Chakpa
Village, Imphal West within a stipulated time,

For this act of kindness, | shall ever remain prayed,

z?w;!é'.h;\}:l;a‘ms Yours faithfully,
e f . ; ezaqnq
LD el

-

Wevr (Bt

Commissioner |Jecicial) i
O e s & s Cout (N. Toyai Chakpe)
Ropd. No 5882024 Phayeng Khulakpa

kpa Phayeng Vlllage. PO. & PS Lamsan
m],::yml West District, Manipur-795146. -

TRUE COPY



[5] This court notices that afore-referred representation
has been duly received by Government of Manipur on 04.06.2025.

Nonetheless, the scanned reproduction can be adverted too (now).

[6] In the light of the narrative thus far, captioned PIL is
disposed of with a directive to R3 to dispose of afore-referred said
representation i.e., 30.05.2025 representation sent by the first PIL
petitioner, on its own merits and in accordance with law as
expeditiously as the business of R3 would permit but in any event
within 8(eight) weeks from today i.e., on or before 10.02.2026. The
proceedings (disposing of the representation made by R3) shall be
duly served on each of the PIL petitioners(under due
acknowledgements) within 5(five) working days from the date of
disposal. If the PIL petitioners and or any other person concerned
with the subject matter are aggrieved or not satisfied with the
disposal, we make it clear that all rights and contentions of the PIL
petitioners and/or any other person who may be concerned with
the subject matter of instant PIL are preserved for approaching this
Court by way of another PIL or assailing the disposal proceedings
in @ manner known to law. If such a scenario unfurls, though
obvious, we make it clear that such proceedings will go on, on its
own merits and in accordance with law untrammeled by instant
order, more particularly, untrammeled/not stifled by the prayer

being abridged in the instant proceedings.
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[7] Captioned PIL disposed of in the aforesaid manner.

There shall be no order as to costs.

JUDGE CHIEF JUSTICE

John Kom



