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&/�'+�&'-0� It appears that petitioner No.1 is employed at Adesh Hospital. A 

perusal of the bank statements of petitioner No.1 (Annexures R-2 to R-4) 

indicate that regular monthly payment of an amount Rs. 8000/- was being 

credited to her account. Moreover, the respondent has already solemnized 

second marriage and has the responsibility to not only maintain his old age 

parents but also his three daughters from the first marriage and two children 

from the second marriage.  
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-'�� There is a general tendency on the part of the wife to amplify her 

needs and the husband to conceal his actual income, making it difficult to 

determine the earning capacity of the rival claimants with exactitude. The rival 

claimants must scrupulously bring on record their actual respective earning 

capacities in order for the Court to arrive at quantum of maintenance which is 

just and fair in terms of principle of equistatus. The quantum of maintenance 
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must be justifiable and realistic to provide succour to the dependent spouse and 

also to avoid occurrence of the two extremes of the maintenance being either 

paltry or extravagant, ensuring that neither of the two is reduced to a life of 

penury. The adequacy of the maintenance allowance has to be determined by 

the yardstick of the dependent spouse being able to lead a life of reasonable 

comfort. 
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-&�� It is evident that petitioner No.1 is well qualified and is currently 

employed. The facts of the case would be squarely covered by the judgments 

rendered by the Hon’ble Supreme Court in Bhushan Kumar Meen vs. Mansi 

Meen @ Harpreet Kaur (2010) 15 SCC 372 and Anu Kaul vs. Rajeev Kaul MANISHA
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(2009) 13 SCC 209 and the Division Bench of the Delhi High Court in X vs. Y 

passed in MAT. APP. (F.C.) 78/2023 decided on 11.10.2023. As such, petitioner 

No.1 is not entitled to maintenance under Section 125 Cr.P.C. A perusal of the 

�����
��� !�����
���	����&/�--�&'-1� �
���	��� that the learned Family Court 

has correctly assessed the income of the respondent at Rs. 12,000/- per month 

based on the material available on the record. A careful and just balance has 

been drawn qua petitioner No.2, keeping in view the spiralling inflation rates 

and the high cost of living corresponding to her reasonable needs. 
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