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$+� There is a general tendency on the part of the wife to amplify her

needs  and the  husband to conceal  his  actual  income,  making it  difficult  to

determine the earning capacity of the rival claimants with exactitude. The rival

claimants  must  scrupulously bring on record their  actual  respective earning

capacities in order for the Court to arrive at quantum of maintenance which is

just and fair in terms of principle of equistatus. The quantum of maintenance

must be justifiable and realistic to provide succour to the dependent spouse and

also to avoid occurrence of the two extremes of the maintenance being either

paltry or extravagant, ensuring that neither of the two is reduced to a life of

penury. The adequacy of the maintenance allowance has to be determined by

the yardstick of the dependent spouse being able to lead a life of reasonable

comfort.
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$(� A perusal of the order dated 23.02.2018 (Annexure P-1) passed by

the learned lower  Appellate  Court  indicates  that  the  enhanced maintenance

amount of Rs. 11,000/- per month was correctly ordered to be paid from the

date  of  the  application.  The  current  income  of  the  respondent  being  Rs.

49,491/- per month has been adequately accounted for and a careful and just

balance has been drawn, keeping in view the spiralling inflation rates and high

cost of living corresponding to the reasonable needs of the petitioner, to arrive

at the sum of Rs. 11,000/- per month. Learned counsel for the petitioner has

been unable  to  indicate  any perversity  in  the  impugned order  which  could

warrant interference by this Court.

$*� ����
�����0����
��

�
����
����������������!���
���%
����%


"���"

��0 � !

��� � �
����� � !���
����
�	� � �����������,�/� � �" � ��0� � ����� � ���� � �����

������
���"�

     
����� ������� ����.���������+
��������/

�($��$���%� ���������� �����
,��!�@��#���

,�/ ?�
��

���
�����5

����
� @
�5A�

,��/ ?�
��

�

��
��%�
 @
�5A��

AJAY GOSWAMI
2024.08.07 16:53
I attest to the accuracy and
authenticity of this order/judgment


