
W.P.(MD)No.12346 of 2024

BEFORE THE MADURAI BENCH OF MADRAS HIGH COURT

DATED:  12.06.2024

CORAM:

THE HONOURABLE MR.JUSTICE B.PUGALENDHI

WP(MD)No.12346 of 2024

K.Kannan ... Petitioner

Vs.

1. The Superintendent of Police,

    Office of the Superintendent of Police,

    Virudhunagar,

    Virudhunagar District.

2. The Inspector of Police,

    Sattur Town Police Station,

    Virudhunagar.      ... Respondents

PRAYER : Writ Petition filed under Article 226 of the Constitution of 

India, praying for the issuance of a Writ of Certiorarified Mandamus, 

to call for the records relating to the rejection order in Na.Ka.No.

98/D1PS/STR/2024 dated 04.06.2024 passed by the 2nd respondent 

and quash the same and consequently, direct the 2nd respondent to 

grant  permission  and  protection  to  perform  cultural  events,  i.e. 

Adalpadal  Program  scheduled  to  be  held  on  13.06.2024  “Pongal 

Festival”  at  Arulmigu  Shree  Kaliamman  Thirukovil  at 

Venkadachalapuram Village, Sattur Taluk, Virudhunagar District.
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For Petitioner  : Mr.C.Uthayakumar

For Respondents: Mr.T.Senthil Kumar

   Additional Public Prosecutor 

        

O R D E R

The  petitioner  is  the  Member  of  the  festival  committee  for 

conducting  festival  in  Arulmigu  Shree  Kaliamman  Thirukovil  at 

Venkadachalapuram Village, Sattur Taluk, Virudhunagar District. As 

a part  of  the temple festival,  they are intending to conduct adal 

padal  programme  for  which,  permission  was  denied  by  the 

respondent Police by the order impugned in this writ petition on the 

ground  of  law  and  order  issue.  Challenging  the  same  this  writ 

petition is filed.

2.The  learned  Counsel  for  the  petitioner  submits  that  this 

Court has granted permission for adal padal programme and he has 

relied on several  judgments  including a Division Bench Judgment 

and prayed for setting aside the impugned order with a direction to 

the  respondent  police  to  grant  permission  to  conduct  adal  padal 

programme during the temple festival. They are ready to conduct 
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the programmes with the conditions to be imposed by the Court.

3.The learned Additional Public Prosecutor has raised serious 

objections  that  this  adal  padal  programmes  are  conducted  with 

obscenity and it promotes vulgarity. Therefore disputes arise among 

the organisers,  villagers  and the public  leading to  registration  of 

several criminal cases. Several such incidents had occurred during 

such  adal  padal  programmes.  The  learned  Additional  Public 

Prosecutor  further submits that  though the permission is  granted 

with certain conditions, the conditions are not scrupulously followed. 

Therefore, it is very difficult to implement the conditions with the 

available limited force. He pointed out that except permission for 

adal  padal  programme,  they have granted permission for  temple 

festival and also for police protection. Therefore apprehending law 

and order issue, the respondent police has denied permission for 

adal padal programme. 

4.This Court considered the rival submissions made.
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5.The adal padal programmes now became common in almost 

all the temple festivals and it appears to be a cultural development 

in this State. By playing film music, the men and women dance in 

the stage in colourful attire. The learned Additional Public Prosecutor 

on instructions submits that most of these songs played during this 

programme are in double meaning  with obscene words and induces 

vulgarity  and sexuality.  Such objections of  the learned Additional 

Public Prosecutor cannot be denied in toto.

6.Tamil Nadu is a State having rich heritage and tradition with 

several  arts  and  culture.  Every  region  is  having  unique  art  and 

culture. However, the youngsters are not interested in the traditional 

and age old culture and they are preferring film songs rather than 

the traditional arts. Dancing with obscenity is a prohibited one and it 

was earlier called as record dance, later on developed as cabaret 

dance and now such dance is performed in the village festivals in the 

name of adal padal.

7.The temple festivals are conducted by collecting tax from the 

residents of the particular area, irrespective of their willingness to 
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make their contributions. 

8.When  cyclone  Khaja  has  ravaged  Tanjore  and  Pudukottai 

districts, a few youngsters formed a team (now called as KAIFA) and 

by  using  the   collected  public  money  meant  for  adal  padal 

programme, they have de-silted a water body in their village and the 

ground  water  level  in  that  area  got  recharged.  On noticing  this, 

several  volunteers,  other  villagers  and  many  organisations  have 

come forward and also made their contributions. So far they have 

de-silted 200 water bodies in several districts.  

9.These  adal  padal  programmes  are  being  watched  by 

everyone irrespective of their age and gender, while so, there should 

not be any obscenity and it should not spoil, especially the young 

minds. The youngsters and the villagers have to realise the benefits 

reaped by the Pudukottai, Tanjore and Nagapattinam districts and 

they  have  to  spend  the  money  for  constructive  purposes. 

The organisers of the festival committee have to lead the youngsters 

in the right direction like KAIFA. A few youngsters had spent the 

money in such way and achieved this much and if every organiser of 
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the festival  committee spends money in such a constructive way, 

a lot more can be achieved.

10.When the record dance and cabaret dance are prohibited 

similar  such  dances  with  obscenity  and  vulgarity  can  never  be 

allowed in the form of  adal  padal  that too affecting the law and 

order. However this Court since has already entertained such writ 

petitions  seeking  permission for  adal  padal  programmes  and has 

also  granted  permission  by  imposing  several  conditions  and  also 

considering the circulars issued by the Director General of Police in 

RC  No.007301/Gen  I(L)/2019,  dated  09.04.2019  and 

RC.No.159539/Crime4(3)/2018,  dated  31.10.2018   the  impugned 

order is set aside with a direction to the respondent police to grant 

permission  provided  if  the  petitioner  submits  the  undertaking 

affidavit as given below.

11.The petitioner shall file an affidavit before the respondent 

Police with the following undertaking:

"1/eh';fs;  elj;jt[s;s  Mly;  ghly;  epfH;r;rpapy; 

g';nfw;Fk; fiy"h;fs; miuFiw Milfisnah my;yJ 

Mghr eld mirt[fisnah gad;gLj;jkhl;lhh;fs;/
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2/,ul;il mh;j;j  ghly;fnsh  my;yJ trd';fnsh 

my;yJ  rhjp  kjk;  my;yJ  murpay;;  bjhlh;ghd 

trd';fnsh ,lk;bgwhJ/

3/tpsk;gu  gyiffs;  kw;Wk;  Rtbuhl;ofs; 

gad;gLj;jg;glhJ/

4/nkYk;. epfH;r;rp khiy 7 kzp Kjy; 10 kzpf;Fs; 

elj;jp Kof;fg;gLk;/

5/rl;lk;  xG';F  rk;ke;jkhf.  fhty;Jiwapdh; 

tpjpf;Fk;  epge;jidfis  gpd;gw;wp  nkw;go  epfH;;r;rp 

eilbgWk;/

6/fhty;Jiwapduhy;  mspf;fg;gLk;  ghJfhg;gpw;fhd 

brytpid brYj;Jfpnwhk;/

7/epfH;r;rp  bjhlh;ghf tpjpf;fg;gLk;  epge;jidfis 

gpd;gw;w  jtWk;gl;rj;jpy;.  ePjpkd;wj;jhy;  tpjpf;fg;gLk; 

jz;lidfis Vw;Wf;bfhs;fpnwhk;/"

12.The  respondent  Police  shall  also  impose  such  other 

conditions, which are necessary to maintain law and order.

13.The  entire  programme  shall  be  videographed  by  the 

respondent police at the cost of the petitioner and  a copy of the 

same  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Superintendent  of  the  Police 

concerned  as  well  as  to  the  learned  Additional  Public  Prosecutor. 

In case of any violation of any of the conditions, the petitioner and 

the organisers will be held responsible. 
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14.The respondent Police shall also ensure that the undertaking 

given by the petitioner and the conditions imposed by the police are 

followed scrupulously by the petitioner and the organisers.

15.In the event of any violation is reported before this Court 

and if  no  proper  action  has  been taken  by  the Police,  Contempt 

Proceedings  would  be  initiated  as  against  the  petitioner  and  the 

organisers as well as the respondent Police.

16.With  the  above  direction,  this  writ  petition  is  allowed. 

No costs.  

Index     :Yes/No         12.06.2024 

Internet : Yes/No

ogy

To

1. The Superintendent of Police,

    Office of the Superintendent of Police,

    Virudhunagar,

    Virudhunagar District.

2. The Inspector of Police,

    Sattur Town Police Station,

    Virudhunagar.
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B.PUGALENDHI,J.

ogy

WP(MD)No.12346 of 2024

12.06.2024
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