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W.P.(MD) No.9327 of 2024

BEFORE THE MADURAI BENCH OF MADRAS HIGH COURT
DATED : 16.04.2024
CORAM
THE HON'BLE MR.JUSTICE C.SARAVANAN
W.P.(MD)No.9327 of 2024

&
W.M.P.(MD).No.8504 of 2024

1.K.Rajangam

2.M.Velthurai

3.S.Mahendran

4.T.Natarajan

5.K.Govindan

6.M.Ramachandran ... Petitioners
Vs.

1.The Joint Commissioner

Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments Department

Sivagangai, Sivagangai District

2.The Manager

Sivagangai Devasthanam

Sivagangai District

3.The Superintendent

Sivagangai Devasthanam

Manamadurai
Sivagangai District ... Respondents
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Prayer: Writ Petition filed under Article 226 of Constitution of India for
issuance of a Writ of Mandamus directing the 2™ and 3™ respondents to
receive the necessary fee from the petitioners and allow them to host the
5th day Mandagapadi of Chithirai Thiruvizha of the Arulmigu Veera
Azhagar Thirukovil, Manamadurai Taluk, Sivagangai District for the year
2024 as per the judgment dated 20.04.2005 passed by the Ld. District
Munsif cum Judicial Magistrate Manamadurai in O.S.No. 114/2004 and
based on the representation dated 30.03.2024 submitted by the petitioners
within a reasonable time.
For Petitioner : Mr.K.C.Ramaligam
For Respondents : Mr.P.Subburaj, SGP for R1
Mr.S.Madhavan,
Standing counsel for R2 and 3.
ORDER
Writ Petition is filed for issuance of a Writ of Mandamus directing
the 2" and 3™ respondents to receive the necessary fee from the
petitioners and allow them to host the 5th day Mandagapadi of Chithirai
Thiruvizha of the Arulmigu Veera Azhagar Thirukovil, Manamadurai
Taluk, Sivagangai District for the year 2024 as per the judgment dated

20.04.2005 passed by the Ld. District Munsif cum Judicial Magistrate
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Manamadurai in O.S.No. 114/2004 and based on the representation dated
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30.03.2024 submitted by the petitioners within a reasonable time.

also some of the petitioners had approached this Court in W.P.(MD)No.

2. This is the second round of litigation before this Court earlier

11279 of 2023 for the following relief:

festival on 23.04.2024. Earlier the Writ Petition was dismissed with the

“ Writ Petition filed under Article 226 of the
Constitution of India praying this court to issue a Writ
of Mandamus directing the 5" respondent to allow the
petitioners to conduct 5" day Mandagapadi as
celebrated as per the tradition for the Chithirai Festival
of Arulmigu Sri Veera Alagar for the year 2023 as per
the Judgement passed by the District Munsif cum
Judicial Magistrate Manamadurai in O.S.No. 114/2004
dated 20.04.2005. ”

3. The relief in this Writ Petition is also similar for the ensuing

following observation:

“ 6. The petitioners claim that as per the
tradition and customs, the petitioners' villagers are
conducting the Fifth day Mandagapadi of Arulmigu Sri

Veera Alagar, however, there was a dispute with regard
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to mentioning the names in the pamphlets. Thereby,
the second respondent conducted the peace committee
meeting in which they arrived at a conclusion to hand
over the right to the fifth respondent Devasthanam.
Since the temple belong to the fifth respondent
Devasthanam and a decision of the peace committee
meeting was taken on 23.04.2023, unless the petitioners
challenge the said decision, the present writ petition is
not maintainable. Furthermore, the said festival is
scheduled to be conducted tomorrow and the petitioner
chosen to file the present writ petition today, which is
not sustainable.

7. Accordingly, this writ petition is
dismissed. However, the fifth respondent is directed to
conduct the Fifth day Mandagapadi Festival of Arulmigu
Sri Veera Alagar by allowing the petitioners- villagers
and other village persons. It is needless to say that the
law enforcing agency shall take appropriate action
against the persons who create law and order problem
during the festival. No costs. Consequently, connected

miscellaneous petitions are closed. ”

4. It appears that the rivals from the other village have also filed a
suit before the District Munsif cum Judicial Magistrate, Manamadurai in
O.S.No. 114/2024 for declaring that they were entitled to conduct the

festival. The suit was dismissed by the Court by the following
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observation:

“12. @GO  erapadlewt 1 LigPHleurdlserr
SINTHONTHI  UPSHHNTUID HTUT 6MPHenD  NFTIAILISHBS
flrendemul  MIPHEH AWBUITED BbSHI DBIBIENEVSHSHINN
FglLLifley 63 (F)-er BPp BbBH  SBBHEDCVUISHINMB
BHIWET  DYeWETULIT  [bHIDHILSH B0 106 CFUIHI  LIMEMTLD
CasL®s  (ppujd.  QBBHFIOGIBSHII0  UTHIBOT — HTHBH6ED
CFuigenen  @bs  Ligrews  fFTiiusne 2 Menouiuied
BIIODIBSBHBEG — CUTHI — DBIBTID — DeVemev  6TeIMI
GBI Bertenieont.  yewHLl  CLITWISSHI  BbS  Fn(BhH6L
e1(LpaXileonT CUGDGOTUILILIL L. UTDH)B6T DIUTH6YTH]
LfSTISHHe0 51D BB  1o6wrl BLILNQUIeTT LTSI [BTLBLD
LGB 2 /flemip BBIBETESH G Gex6001(p GILDsIIIH
L (Berteneorit. gml @il wppn  efipreller LTS
BIL&LD BLESIL. 2 feww Fellsv 2 Meww b, GomLig
2_flemiosemert DITOT60N DS 2 _femtouilied
BOL (pedB&FFL L 1D Lifley 9-601 &l Feiled BBHIOCTBSHIHBS
CuTEl  DIBIETIID  2_61T6NI&).  LD6WTL_BLILIQ — HHeoTe e
Cunsl HmIEBEBDHSH WALTEDS  HTCouciBOLoeTZI  BieUTH6T
CaL L LABTISH D60 B myailsvsnsv. [BTL&LD  [BL_FHPI_

2_fMlemwenwiiimaius ol B6w  Hirorelbs  Cedevir(BGLoeT LI
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G (hererientit. 616016 JoI:7:7 QUIPEH WD
NFTibs  QBpIHIostipd  CUIHIL — YeTedeDT — 2_61T617Hh]
61603l HITLOTEONDBLIIB BB

13.  e1qpeileort 4 :  GUTHIBONT  DY6UTH6ETT  HILIL
UPHNE  [BIBLIBETS BMTOTSHBHNTeD UTHIB6T CHmilLiLig
)AL IQIETE)] 6TDHITTD CIFWIVBISHHIS ~ BL L 6M6IT
Lflamgd GBS BHHBNTEHNT DDV  6T6olml  DIbHIHIOITBLD
DITOTMBBIHL.  6T601C6Y  UTHIBO6T — MPHS — H6NEWPLIY
OFUNLILILIBDIBSI. — UPSHDBIT — HEeDIDEMUIL]  GILITBISHH]
LIlgBIITHI® 615 HH 0T T GlFeVe)d  GIBHTEMBEMUI  UTDHIB6T
CBThSHD CouemiBOveiyy 2 SHFlrell LiiBamas.L]

5. It appears that petitioners have also filed O.A.No.47 of 2024 on
28.03.2024 1i.e., just a month before the ensuing festival for the temple.
This application has been filed under Sec.63(e) of the HR&CE Act,1959.
The office of the Joint Commissioner also numbered the same on
12.04.2024 and fixed the hearing on 06.06.2024. The facts reveal that on
23.04.2023 a peace committee meeting was conducted by the Tahsildar
and it was decided that in absence of the consensus between the rivals the
5" day Mandagapadi festival in the subject temple will be held by the 2™
and 3" respondent. Although the decisions of the peace committee are not
binding they are intended to bring peace in the festival. The petitioners

have approached this Court at the 11™ hour. The petitioners have
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approached the 1* respondent almost at the 11™ hour just about 30 days

before the festival.

6. Considering the same, the prayer of the petitioner cannot be
accepted as it would lead to chaos in the temple festival. Considering the
same, the 2" and 3™ respondent is directed to proceed with the 5™ day
Mandagapadi festival as was done pursuant to the peace committee
meeting held on 23.04.2023 for this year as well. As far as the rights of
the petitioner for the 5™ day Mandagapadi festival in the ensuing festival
during 2025 is concerned, same will be subject to the decision to be
arrived by the 1% respondent in O.A.No.47 of 2024. It is expected that
Original Application will be disposed of on merits and in accordance with
law within a period of six months. Needless to state the representative of
the rival group also shall be heard before appropriate orders are passed.
The 2™ and 3™ respondents also may be heard before further orders are

passed by the 1* respondent.

Writ Petition stands dismissed with the above observation. No

costs. Consequently, connected miscellaneous petition is closed.
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16.04.2024.

Index: Yes/ No
Neutral Citation: Yes / No
kpr

C.SARAVANAN, J.

kpr

To

1.The Joint Commissioner
Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments Department
Sivagangai, Sivagangai District

2.The Manager
Sivagangai Devasthanam
Sivagangai District

3.The Superintendent
Sivagangai Devasthanam
Manamadurai

Sivagangai District

W.P.(MD)No0.9327 of 2024
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