W.P.(MD) Nos.8675 and 8687 of 2024

BEFORE THE MADURAI BENCH OF MADRAS HIGH COURT
DATED : 22.04.2024

CORAM:

THE HONOURABLE MR.JUSTICE R.SURESH KUMAR
AND
THE HONOURABLE MR.JUSTICE G.ARUL MURUGAN

W.P.(MD)Nos.8675 and 8687 of 2024
and
W.M.P.(MD)Nos.7935. 7936. 7938 and 7940 of 2024

and
W.P.(MD)No0.9476 of 2024 and W.A.(MD)No0.819 of 2024

W.P.(MD)No0.8675 of 2024

K.K.Ramesh ... Petitioner

-Vs-

1.The State of Tamil Nadu,
Rep. by its Home Secretary,
Fort St.George, Secretariat,
Chennai-600 009.

2.The Director General of Police,
Dr.Radhakrishnan Salai,
Chennai.

3.The Commissioner,
Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments Department,
119, Uthamar Gandhi Salai,

Nungambakkam, Chennai-34.
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W.P.(MD) Nos.8675 and 8687 of 2024

4.The District Collector,
Madurai District, Madurai.

5.The Commissioner,
Madurai Corporation,
Arignar Anna Maaligai,
Madurai.

6.The Commissioner of Police,
Madurai City, Alagarkoil Road,
Madurai.

7.The Superintendent of Police,
Madurai District, Alagarkovil Road,
Madurai.

8.The Joint Commissioner / Executive Officer,
Arulmigu Meenakshi Sundareswarar Temple,
Madurai District.

9.Executive Officer,
Arulmigu Kallalagar Temple,
Madurai District.

10.The Assistant Director of Drugs Control,
Office of the Assistant Director of Drugs Control,
Madurai Mobile Squad, Prampumalaikaradu,
Melakuyilkudi, Nagamalaipudukkottai,
Madurai-625 019. ... Respondents

PRAYER: Petition filed under Article 226 of the Constitution of India, to issue a
Writ of Mandamus, directing the 1% respondent to instruct the respondents to

a) To adequate police protection should be given to the places Meenakshi
Amman Festival and Lord Kallalagar Festival in Madurai.

b) To mobile Medical Services may be set up in large level in festival places
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in Madurai

W.P.(MD) Nos.8675 and 8687 of 2024

c) To flying squads may be set up monitor the Annadhanam foods and

hygienic foods to the devotees in Meenakshi Amman Festival and Lord Kallalagar

Festival in Madurai.

d) To provide drinking water mobile toilet and some other basic facility to

the devotees at the time of Chithirai Festival by considering the petitioner's

representation dated 20.03.2024.

For Petitioner

For R1 to R4

& R10

For RS

For R6 & R7

For R

For R9

W.P.(MD)No0.8687 of 2024

G.D.Manikandan
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: Mr.K.K.Ramesh (Party-in-Person)

: Mr.Veera Kathiravan,

Additional Advocate General,
assisted by Mr.P.Thilak Kumar,

Government Pleader

: Mr.K.K.Kannan,

Standing Counsel

: Mr.S.S.Madhavan,

Government Advocate (Crl.Side)

: Mr.V.R.Shanmuganathan,

Standing Counsel

: Mr.S.Manohar

... Petitioner

-Vs-



W.P.(MD) Nos.8675 and 8687 of 2024

1.The Secretary to the Government of Tamil Nadu,
Tourism, Culture & Endowments Department,
Secretariat, Fort St.George, Chennai-600 009.

2. The Commissioner,
Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments Department,
119, Uthamar Gandhi Salai,
Nungambakkam, Chennai-34.

3.The Joint Commissioner,
Arulmigu Meenakshi Sundareswarar Thirukovil,
Madurai.

4. The Chairman,
Trust Board,
Arulmigu Meenakshi Sundareswarar Thirukovil,
Madurai.

5.The Deputy Commissioner,
Arulmigu Kallalagar Thirukovil,
Alagarkovil, Melur Taluk,
Maurai.

6.The Chairman,
Trust Board,
Arulmigu Kallalagar Thirukovil,
Alagarkovil, Melur Taluk,
Maurai.

7.The District Collector,
District Collector's Office, Madurai-20.

8.The Commissioner,
Madurai Corporation,
Arignar Anna Maaligai,
Thallakulam, Madurai-625 002.

9.The Dean,
Govt.Rajaji Hospital,
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Panagar Road, Madurai-625 020.

10.The City Police Commissioner,
Commissioner of Police Office,
Alagar Kovil Main Road,
Madurai-625 002.

11.The Inspector of Police (Law and Order & Crime),
B-2 Police Station,
South Chithirai Street, Madurai-625 001.

12.The Deputy Director,
Southern Region,

Fire & Rescue Services Department,
Melaveli Street, Madurai-625 001.

13.The Superintending Engineer,
TANGEDCO, Madurai Race Course Road,
K.Pudur, Madurai-62500. ... Respondents

PRAYER: Petition filed under Article 226 of the Constitution of India, to issue a
Writ of Mandamus, directing the respondents herein to consider the petitioner's
representation dated 16.02.2024 and take appropriate steps for a grand celebration
of “Chithirai Festival fo the year 2024 by providing free Darshan to all devotees
for the entire festival period in Arulmigu Meenakshi Sundareswarar Thirukovil

and Arulmigu Kallalagar Thirukovil within a time stipulated by this Court.

For Petitioner : Mr.V.Meenakshi Sundaram,
for Mr.M.Vinothraj
For R1, R2, R7, R9: Mr.Veera Kathiravan,
R12 & R13 Additional Advocate General,

assisted by Mr.P.Thilak Kumar,

Government Pleader
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For R3 & R4 : Mr.V.R.Shanmuganathan
Standing Counsel

For R5 & R6 : Mr.S.Manohar

For R8 : Mr.S.Vinayak,

Standing Counsel

For R10 & R11  : Mr.S.S.Madhavan,
Government Advocate (Crl.Side)

COMMON ORDER
[Order of the Court was made by R.SURESH KUMAR, J.]

Since the issue raised in these Writ Petitions as well as Writ Appeal is
related to Chithirai Festival of Arulmigu Meenakshi Sundareswarar Temple,
Madurai and Arulmigu Kallazhagar Temple and as the issues raised in these cases
are interlinked, with the consent of the learned counsel for the parties, all these

cases were heard together.

2.Insofar as W.P.(MD)No0.9476 of 2024 and W.A.(MD)No0.819 of 2024
are concerned, those two cases are taken up along with other Writ Petitions
for the purpose of passing the present order, which would be an interim order

in those cases ie., W.P.(MD)N0.9476 of 2024 and W.A.(MD)No0.819 of 2024.
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3.Insofar as W.P.(MD)Nos.8675 and 8687 of 2024 are concerned,

these Writ Petitions are disposed of by this order itself.

4.In W.P.(MD)Nos.8675 and 8687 of 2024, we have passed interim

orders on 08.04.2024 and 18.04.2024.

5.Pursuant to the said orders, especially, order dated 18.04.2024, we
have visited the spot, where Lord Kallazhagar descending into Vaigai River in the

early hours on 23.04.2024 as well as the surrounding area, yesterday ie., on

21.04.2024.

6.The District Administration headed by the District Collector,
Commissioner of Police and other police officials, Commissioner of Madurai
Corporation and his officials, the officials of Public Works Department, Fire and
Rescue Service Department, Health Department and Water Resources Department
and also the temple authorities of Arulmigu Meenakshi Sundareswarar Temple
and Arulmigu Kallazhagar Temple, the learned Additional Advocate General, the
learned Government Pleader, the learned Government counsel and others were

present.
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7.The elaborate arrangements, which are made for the grand festival of
Kallazhagar descending into Vaigai River, had been explained to us by the
stakeholders concerned. After having inspected the places, we felt that some more
directions are necessarily to be given to the District Administration, Police and
Civic Administration and the temple authorities for the smooth and secured

conducting of the festival.

8.As the festival of Celestial marriage at Arulmigu Meenakshi
Sundareswarar Temple and Car festival had been over by today (22.04.2024), the
only major festival left is the Lord Kallazhagar descending into Vaigai River,
which is scheduled to be conducted by tomorrow (23.04.2024) at 05.50 a.m., to
6.10 a.m. In the said festival by taking into account of the earlier year's statistics,
the District Administration and the temple authorities expect that there will be

gathering of devotees to the extent of 7 to 10 lakhs.

9.1f any festival is being conducted, where the expected devotees would
be touching one million, it will be very noted festival not only of the State but also
throughout the Country. Therefore, such a mammoth festival is to be conducted
with utmost care and precautions in all respects.
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10.In this context, we already recorded as per the instructions given by
the Administration concerned that how much police persons would be deployed
for security purposes. Insofar as the arrangements, that are made in the festival
site at Vaigai River are concerned, we were told by the authorities concerned that
this year both in the northern bank and southern bank of Vaigai River, new
footsteps have been constructed very recently, which are put to use for public.
Using the staircase, public can enter into the Vaigai River from where they can
witness the event of the Lord Kallazhagar descending into Vaigai River

conveniently.

11.This arrangement for the first time this year they have made only in
order to manage the crowd, as several lakhs of people will throng in a particular
spot in Vaigai River at the time of the Lord Kallazhagar descending into Vaigai

River.

12.In this context, we have also to point out that for the purpose of this
festival, water has been released from Vaigai Dam, which already reached
Madurai and there had been water flowing, which, according to the Public Works
Department and Water Resource Department, is 1000 cubic feet.
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13.However, on seeing the flow of water, we felt that if that much of
water is permitted to flow during this Kallazhagar festival time, especially, when
the Lord Kallazhagar descending into Vaigai River, where lakhs of people may
make use of the river bed, that may not be conducive for those, especially, women

and children to have a free standing on the River.

14.Therefore, yesterday (21.04.2024), we orally suggested that the
quantity of water being released can be reduced to the optimum level, which

would be decided by the authorities concerned.

15.Pursuant to the said suggestion, today (22.04.2024), the learned
Additional Advocate General and the learned Government Pleader appearing for
the official respondents / District Administration, on instructions, would submit
that the water flow has been reduced to 400 cubic feet, which would be, according
to them, the optimum level and the same has to be maintained for the purpose of
conducting the festival, as the devotees would expect that water flow for their

worshipping purposes.
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16.That apart, how medical facilities are provided in and around the
spot, how drinking water facilities are provided throughout the en-route and also
in the spot and how the crowd management will be undertaken by the police force

by placing temporary barricades, all have been explained to us.

17.That apart, the Deputy Director of Tamil Nadu Fire and Rescue
Services, Southern Region, Madurai, has filed a report, where inter-alia, he has
stated the following:-

“During these festival days (21.04.2024, 22.04.2024 &
23.04.2024) lakhs of devotees would witness the festival.
Considering the devotees and general public safety, it is proposed to
conduct standby duties by deploying 13 fire vehicles (Emergency
Rescue Tender, Fire Water Tenders, Fire Water Bowzers, Ambulance,
Fire Bullet Squad) with 212 fire fighters under the supervision of
Dy.Director Southern Region, Madurai along with 2 District
Officers, 4 Assistant District Officers. It is further informed that Fire
& Rescue Services Department have fully equipped and mobilised
sufficient forces to carry out the bandobast standby duties for the
Madurai Chithirai Festival 2024. It is submitted that this status
report along with the annexe Standby Duty Scheme and Action Plan
for the kind perusal and orders.

Annexure: Standby Duty Scheme & Action Plan.”
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W.P.(MD) Nos.8675 and 8687 of 2024

18.Insofar as on the line live wires crossing across the en-route, the Lord
Kallazhagar descending into Vaigai River are concerned, it was, in fact, inspected
by us and the District Administration and stakeholders have explained that those
live wires had been put in the maximum height and tightened. Therefore, that
would not create any hindrance to the free moving of Kallazhagar through the

en-route.

19.In fact, emergency medical camp has been set up at Theni Anantham
Complex, where a group of Doctors with emergency medicines are kept ready to
meet out any medical emergency. Apart from that, if any further medical
assistance is required, the Rajaji Medical College Hospital since is located nearby,
such medical care also would be immediately given. This is what the assertion

made by the City Health Officer, Corporation of Madurai.

20.Having taken note of these elaborate arrangements, that have been
made by the District Administration and stakeholders concerned, we have
satisfied that if these arrangements have been made or pressed into service with
utmost care, meticulous plan and execution, the function would be conducted in a
smooth manner without giving any room for any complaint or any untoward.
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21.Insofar as W.P.(MD)No0.9476 of 2024 and W.A.(MD)No0.819 of 2024
are concerned, this Writ Petition and this Writ Appeal pertain to water spreading
or water pouring by the devotees during Kallazhagar procession from Azhagar

Kovil till the Lord Kallazhagar descending into Vaigai River.

22.In this regard also, we have passed an interim order on 18.04.2024 in
W.P.(MD)No0.9476 of 2024, where we have stayed the order passed by the District
Collector, Madurai / 1* respondent in the said Writ Petition dated 03.04.2024,
under which, the District Collector had made certain restrictions and made it
compulsory for those devotees, who want to complete their Nerthikadan in
spreading water through the en-route and also at the time of the Lord Kallazhagar
descending into Vaigai River, to register their names in advance.

23.In this regard, as we directed the respondents, the Executive Officer
of the Kallazhagar Temple has filed a report dated 18.04.2024, where the Deputy
Commissioner / Executive Officer has made the following:-

“QHaHmBBHTUIe6 143310 LFe) 20240 et FHaemrLi
QUBHS BT QI(HSIM 19.04.2024 (LPSH6L 28.04.2024 QUEDJ
BenL GupeyeTengl. Gomulg Hmalipraillsd 23.04.202410 BxHa &memsv 5.51
oewidb@ Gsd 6.10 eWH@GH6T MG H6NTENDS] HeUHH D MB3l6L
sIWBSGEBSBTT. BBy  HeelpralBe —SHOPESDHE  DMISHSHIL
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LGS BeMellBhHHID  LILeOTUNTHHemIBHTEN  LbHTH6T  APHTCHTUIVIGHE,
AUMMS  HHAUTTH6T. BB SHOSSHHT  (PpdHHW  HHAIPTHSH6T6E0
eemmpres Gl iuc G (Notified Festival ) 2 eusid (papsugid o eiten
DHHeNTeL P’ G Fplures eumLBEHTHID — Cemewrm il (b
QUMHB MBS

CuoBuy  Hmelipraled  LUSBHTHET — fHD  GoméH6lsmeh
SIHETOG H6T6NPHT OFH Hewiewi] LiFHID CHIHHEHL 60 CFeVH SIS
oTILIGHI  LITO6(BID  HMevlond  OHTIBISHOSHTL (B IPHHHH6D 266N
DGBDTEGID.  IDFHIMT LOMEBID  DHT  &HBOILIUB  SFTomkiseiedmbaIb,
Fousmiend LTI LD, SHewi(Bdbde0 OTeUl LD, GJTIOBTSHLJLD D6l L ID.
Cumelid  WHIMTHGEH DAHBMUIEL 2 6o LOTAIL L MIH6M60  S[HHEHID
BEID  HOPSHHIHET  LOLGHBMVIMHEHID  L16L6LTUITE 56001 BT 6u
USSHTH6T  1oGHlIemJulled BLEGID FHHMTHIHHANPTONED &H60HEHIOEHT6wI(H
SImeMO@ HolTempsy Ged  Hewiewty LiFa CFeHSH  QIHD GIB6]T.
ChiyH b HL_ 6 & 60016001 L1 &F & CBi &b HL_60 GILUTS
SHeumedt  @ITOFTW eIl sULIQuiled  BLLOLUG — QIPSHHID. MG
NUNTHHEMBBTO  LHSHTH6NT DTG H66NMPHT OFH  Hevwrewty LiFd
HhIBeNH ChIHH b emen Hlenme] OFUIIH QIDHBHHD S HHEHITENHI.
QbBHBDNTIH HLHH L6V UMI(BHBEHHE (PTHTHER  HEL6LTG6NLD
SImemdl@ Llggeiien  OQeumislmTeold  HmbCamullelimbsh  DimeTOG,
HONONIPH]  GHHWJ UTHaHHe0 UpluTL &l GeusflCuw  subHe| CerGu
Hevtewi] LiFF CohIHHesL60 UTDLISHHNNBHBTTHEeT GCoed DigHemest
OHTLIbHH DipHT OCFNHH eveuswBWLTH CFeved el  GBHSBID,
UM H SBISVILD, DIFH60 60 QHTLJHEHI &\6)T 60 @ FTLOFTUIT
o6TL SLILIQUIeVID  HewTenfJLiFH BChIHHBHL 6 OFavIHs  IHBMTTH6I.
@GNS &G 60T @ TTLDITWIY LO6OITL_&BLILIQ U6V, L1db & BH61T

6RTL HLILIQHEGE OFsvsud  auPulGeoCuw SRmUBUPD  HUTTEHHT6mIHEHIED
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gnlg MMl DAMETOEG H6TeNPBT GHHMT UTHHIHD 61(LDHBHHET  6UHLD
Curgl HewtewtfiFd Hhisend ChIHHEHLenenr  HenmBaIBBISMTTH6NT.
LNeoT] SHleumedt SUMIOFTWIT LWL SLILIQUISVID Hetotenty LiFdH HemL GuUBILD.
DH6N  LIBE AMOTOG  HOTONPHT  GHHMJ  UTHNHH60  GUCTOTIQ LT
SImeMdl@  alfyrsll  Qu@momeT Camuilesd OFaimenL b cisnFullevid
Goumdl  OFsvaud eIl OBHHeVID UBIGHTHRICH LSHTH6NT FniguilhHbHI
Hewtewt] LIFS smisensdl ChiHaHbHL e HlenmGauBnl almaIBiTHel.
CrIHHBHL 6 OFVHHID CQUTHIOITS Hewiewt] LiFa LSHTH6N
mPBHHeMg BHTed enLUled HIhHH Gumeis Fplwr ewul CUTHSHS)
FHBHLOM60T & 6001 6301 6] SI(HETLOG HETONLDS] G LIFFHeugI
LeTOBBRISTEONS — IPSEBHH60  QNHHSH  ubSHleTend.  SHBOUTIHS
semtewt]  LFHID  BUTHeT  elewauiby (Pressure pump) OumdbSHub,
CaudIGUTRHL_B6iT, SHTelibiss, FTWMIG6T. LT60, Huly Gumems Lsw
QuUITHL_sBemer & 6001 6001 (T L_ 60T H6VHEHI & 6001 600 ] L& g
BBIDHHIHOTBNT. HMTEL DIHOOG H6eNPH]T MBIFHHHME LTHIIL
IBUBUBIL 631, SPBHT DewibHl QB  alemey  HHH  (PlpUITH
hBHOEHHEG CFpld gBuUBD eumulI] 2 6fTengl. CeID DPSHHHEG
Cremed FTHHH UMD UL LHHEGHD St oBmId  CHTed  LIGHHeM6e0
GomLg @parwenid, LUTeL, HUlT HevbdH B OHTLIHHILIGAISHTEL BFHT60
ST 1IOBWID  HewT UTHIUSB6T gBUBSH HTHE SUI0SHSHTHBSEI.
SiFH L BOILEOTH  DPHMHBEH CFIHHID ChiIHH oL menm  HaIBT6
wpempuled  HmallpralB@ e OIS,  GLHNHH6T  OBBID
WHCWTTH6eT 10H Heviewty LIFFUBHTD DIGUTH6IT LIeL  Deieae0HEThdHS)
aemmd CrflhEmaH et elugd COsfleldbahisd OsTeTenem LGB BSHI.
CuoBLy Hewrewty LiFs ChIHHEL CFNHH HLOLDSHSHSH 6
LsLBeuml  Teul L BIGeTNelBhEHID  USHHTH6T  OHMIHEG  QIHISHIED

SeUTH6IT  OFaiiensdl 2 WITHAHISIB  FHem] &Hewen  aupdHd& WP No.
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6948/2024, meir 28.03.2024 2 s yelen L HmbEsmuisy MifeuTsddlL b
sowienty LFs ChIHHosLel 6F5HH DMILS OLBIeUHeL LI HenL
(pewB  FHBHe0BET 2 _6iTenen 6l60 LSHHTH6IT LIVFIL LOGHSH B HLISH H6i
Geuel b euemTemnniD ©_GIT6TI6T. GLosild L1606V U1 & 856301 & S IT 63T
LS SHTHEHHE SHewient] LiFsH DD 6UIDHIGHMBHTE HTED HeUBTFID
eH GHopaursBel 2 etengl  e6Ugd GBI SHHEHHTGHID 61631

alugld Gsflelsais QsmeeneniiLBanmg.L]

24.Relying upon this report, the learned Standing Counsel for the
Executive Officer of the Kallazhagar Temple has submitted that insofar as the
water spreading event is concerned, it is one of the Nerthikadan and also it is the
ceremony being followed from time memorial. Several thousands of devotees

would take this kind of Nerthikadan during the Kallazhagar festival every year.

25.Stating this, the learned Standing Counsel would further submit that
sometime in the name of Nerthikadan by spreading water on Lord Kallazhagar or
on the devotees, pressure pumps were fitted by some few people. Those people
may not be the true devotees, but can only be branded as miscreants. Like that
some of them instead of spreading pure water, sometime they spread colored
water and some chemicals would be added and sometime milk and curd would

also be added. If these kind of water mixed with any other things as stated above
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or poured either on the devotees or on the Lord Kallazhagar and the priests, who
are standing along with the Lord Kallazhagar during the entire procession, that
will harm the devotees as well as the priests. Therefore, that kind of practice by

the very miscreants should be prohibited and prevented, he contended.

26.Apart from this small complaint, there had been no other complaint
with regard to the water spreading ceremony, which is one of the Nerthikadan

being undertaken by thousands of devotees during the Kallazhagar Festival.

27.In the report, it has also been stated that insofar as the direction that
had been given by the Writ Court in W.P.(MD)No0.6948 of 2024, dated 28.03.2024
1s concerned, it is practically difficult for executing such directions by the temple

authorities.

28.The learned Standing Counsel would further contend that since this
Court intervened against the order passed by the Writ Court dated 03.04.2024, as
there had been only 7 persons registered, seeking such permission for water
spreading, therefore, it was a very lukewarm response to register themselves for
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such water spreading event by devotees, as thousands of devotees would normally
involve in that exercise, whereas less than 10 people wanted to register their
name. Therefore, it goes against the wishes of entire devotees. This is also one
of the issue that had been brought to our notice by the temple authorities by the

report filed by the Executive Officer.

29.We have taken judicial notice of the same.

30.Insofar as the issuance of pass to the Kattalaidharar, Upayatharar,
Mandagapaditharar as well as V.I.Ps., is concerned, it is submitted by the learned
Standing Counsel for the Kallazhagar Temple that there are 2000 (two thousand)
passes issued in that category ie., Kattalaidharar, Upayatharar, Mandagapaditharar
as well V.I.Ps.,. Each pass will carry only one person, that means, by having that
pass, only one person will be permitted in the reserved separate enclosure. That
apart, the temple authorities also issued 400 (four hundred) number of badges
inscribing it as “Arulmigu Kallazhagar Thirukovil, Joint Commissioner, HR & CE

Department, Chithirai Perunthiruvizha-2024".

31.These badges, according to the learned Additional Advocate General,
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the learned Government Pleader as well as the learned Standing Counsel for the
temple, were issued mainly for V.I.Ps., officials and the temple authorities. Even
the person, who wear the badge will not be permitted to take any additional
person along with him or her. Therefore, altogether, there will be only 2000 + 400
= 2400 entrants permitted in the reserved enclosure, where the Lord Kallazhagar

will descend into Vaigai River and will be rested for further poojas.

32.We have taken note of these arrangements also. Insofar as the said
enclosure, which has been specifically made in the Vaigai River bed for the
purpose of the Lord Kallazhagar descending into the River is concerned, it is a
small place and just adjacent to this place, water flow in the Vaigai River is found.
When that being so, the place cannot be further extended for the purpose of
allowing more number of devotees in the name of the Kattalaidharar, Upayatharar,

Mandagapaditharar as well V.I.Ps., etc.

33.Therefore, the authorities, especially, Police authorities must be strict
in the pass and badge system for totally 2400 people alone in the reserved

enclosure.

34.In the name of having pass or in the name of holding badge, that pass
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holder or badge holder shall not be permitted to take any other second person with

him or her. This should be strictly maintained.

35.The over all arrangements, that have been made by the District
Administration, Police authorities, all other departments of the State, temple
authorities, as has been explained herein above, are to the satisfaction of this
Court. Therefore, recording the aforestated we feel that W.P.(MD)Nos.8675 and
8687 of 2024 can be disposed of. Insofar as the water spreading Nerthikadan is
concerned, in W.P.(MD)N0.9476 of 2024 and W.A.(MD)No0.819 of 2024, we are
inclined to give the following directions:-

(1)During the entire Kallazhagar procession as well as at the time of
descending into Vaigai River and also on the return journey of the Kallazhagar to
the Azagar Kovil, water spreading event can be permitted as per the usual fanfare.
Insofar as the restrictions, that have been made of course pursuant to the order
passed by the Writ Court as directed by the District Administration vide order
dated 03.04.2024 is concerned, since that order has already been stayed, no further
order is required to be given on the said order dated 03.04.2024 passed by the

District Collector, Madurai.

(11)The devotees are permitted to spread water by using the leather bags
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or any other bags or containers by using only natural force, that means in pump
using hand force alone. No power pump using battery or any other mechanised
system would be permitted to use. If any of the devotee is having such kind of

power pump, the police can immediately take action and seize the apparatus.

(111)It is also the duty of the police to ensure that during the water
spreading event only pure water is to be used and no colored water or mixed water
with any materials like chemicals, milk or curd would be permitted. This shall be
ensured by the Police and they also must ensure that such a water spreading event

shall not be permitted to be on the children as well as the aged people.

(iv)If the police finds any excessive water spreading by a particular
devotee / person on a targeted devotee or a crowd, that could be prevented and the

Police can take necessary action against those individuals.

36.We also direct the City Police Commissioner, Madurai to ensure that
the Police force deployed for Kallazhagar festival shall be pressed into service
even after the Kallazhagar descending into Vaigai River atleast for few hours till
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the major portion of the crowd is getting disbursed peacefully.

37.With all these aforestated orders and directions, W.P.(MD)Nos.
8675 and 8687 of 2024 are disposed of. No costs. Consequently, connected

miscellaneous petitions are closed.

38.Post W.P.(MD)No0.9476 of 2024 and W.A.(MD)No.819 of 2024 in

the 3rd week of June, 2024.

[RSK.J] & [G.AM.,J]
22.04.2024

NCC : Yes/No
Index : Yes/No
Internet : Yes/ No

Yuva

Note: Issue order copy on 22.04.2024.

To

1.The Home Secretary,
State of Tamil Nadu,
Fort St.George, Secretariat,
Chennai-600 009.
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2.The Director General of Police,
Dr.Radhakrishnan Salai,
Chennai.

3.The Commissioner,
Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments Department,

119, Uthamar Gandhi Salai,
Nungambakkam, Chennai-34.

4.The District Collector,
Madurai District, Madurai.

5.The Commissioner,
Madurai Corporation,
Arignar Anna Maaligai,
Madurai.

6.The Commissioner of Police,
Madurai City, Alagarkoil Road,
Madurai.

7.The Superintendent of Police,
Madurai District, Alagarkovil Road,
Madurai.

8.The Assistant Director of Drugs Control,
Office of the Assistant Director of Drugs Control,
Madurai Mobile Squad, Prampumalaikaradu,
Melakuyilkudi, Nagamalaipudukkottai,
Madurai-625 019.

9.The Secretary to the Government of Tamil Nadu,
Tourism, Culture & Endowments Department,
Secretariat, Fort St.George, Chennai-600 009.

10.The Joint Commissioner,
Arulmigu Meenakshi Sundareswarar Thirukovil,
Madurai.
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11.The Dean,
Govt.Rajaji Hospital,
Panagar Road, Madurai-625 020.

12.The Inspector of Police (Law and Order & Crime),
B-2 Police Station,
South Chithirai Street, Madurai-625 001.

13.The Deputy Director,
Southern Region,

Fire & Rescue Services Department,
Melaveli Street, Madurai-625 001.

R.SURESH KUMAR, J.
AND
G.ARUL MURUGAN, J.

Yuva

14.The Superintending Engineer,
TANGEDCO, Madurai Race Course Road,
K.Pudur, Madurai-62500.

W.P.(MD)Nos.8675 and 8687 of 2024
and

W.P.(MD)N0.9476 of 2024 and
W.A.(MD)No0.819 of 2024
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22.04.2024
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