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IN THE HIGH COURT OF DELHI AT NEW DELHI
Date of Decision: 11" December, 2019
W.P.(C) 6183/2018 & C.M.No0.50724/2019 (for intervention)

VISHALAKSHIGOEL ... Petitioner
Through:  Petitioner in person with
Ms.Kamakshi Garg, Mr.Armaan Gupta, Advs.
Versus
UNION OF INDIA AND ANR. ... Respondents

Through:  Mrs.Suparna Srivastava, CGSC with
Ms.Nehul Sharma, Adv. for R-1.
Mr.Naushad Ahmed Khan, ASC for GNCTD.
Mr.Nizamuddin Pasha, Mr.Izafeek Ahmad,
Mr.Bharat Gupta, Advs. for the intervenor.
CORAM:
HON'BLE THE CHIEF JUSTICE
HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE C.HARI SHANKAR

ORDER
D. N. PATEL, Chief Justice (Oral)

This public interest has been preferred with the following prayers:-

“a) Direct the Commissioner of Delhi police and his
officers not to put the mandate of using Urdu and
Persian Words in the entire F.IR. (First
Information Report).

b)  Direct the Commissioner of Delhi police and his
officers to use simple Hindi or English language
(or any language suitable to the parties of the
case) in the whole of the F.IR., so that it can be
comprehended to entire public at large (especially
the concerned parties) OR replace the entire
formal text with comprehensive columns just like
other parts of the F.LR..”
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2. Having heard the learned counsel for the parties and looking to the
facts and circumstances of the case, it appears that the respondents are using
several archaic Urdu and Persian words in registering the First Information
Reports (‘FIRs”) under the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973. List of such
words have been mentioned in our orders dated 7" August, 2019 and 25"

November, 2019.

hereinbelow:-

Order dated 7" August, 2019

661-

list of such words are as under:-

2.

For ready reference, these two orders are extracted

The petitioner who is appears in person has taken this
Court to the list of Persian as well as Urdu words frequently
and commonly used by the police themselves while narrating
incidents in the FIRs and normally at the end of the FIR. The

“Insaad jarayam
Majroob
Imroz
Inkashaf
Musammi
Mustaba
Adam pata
Muddayi
Muddala
Tameel
Aala-a-qatal
Taftish
Daryaft
Hasab jabta
Missal
Tarmeem
Ishtagassa

Prevention of crime
Injured

Today
Disclosure
Mr/Ms

Suspect
Untraceable
Complainant
Accused
Execution
Murder weapon
Investigation
Plea

As per law

File
Amendment
Petition”

Learned counsel for the petitioner has also taken this
Court to following sentences of one of the FIRs registered
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under Section 154 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973:-

*fi9 DO WTes 4wt 7o, ferll SR WaR Fae § 77 SI @
Crime Women Cell/North Distt. & A/ga 8F W AHEH b
smy ogER U/S 498/A/406/34 TPC %1 &% 81 9&1 S 8
forers qel & & FEW Jo & Wio F@ s SHO 4
awai gae SI Ramphal @red & s

3. Learned counsel for the petitioner has also taken this
Court to page No.71 of the writ petition which is also one of the
sample FIRs which is more in Urdu than in Hindi language.
The same reads as under:-

T 7 7 797 39 W R AT A e mh— 17/6/16 FT D-

163 F 7197 R.W.A. F7 School F T&ATF ST T0 73314 F7 7% 7 F1% T¢ 73

FraTest area ¥ 77 £ %ﬁﬁ%ﬁmﬁwﬁﬁ&mrﬁ i e

ST 47 7 T § School FT T, T THT 7 T2 919 417 TET 441 F

T?f_f#ﬁ_r-_a?a'“m?rlﬂ;rﬁo_;lﬁ-?ﬁ_TWﬁﬂ_’F

_"_T'GI'TITFW'I_}_WEW}_FT L '_Tﬂ_"T_"TTI'ﬂ_qm"‘IT_T

WH’-TWWT'T-'—r o7 T F 7 T 9 0 0T A T AL A T

T 719 [T 7 9T 7 7 49 919 THREST &9 § 7 F9F TF 20 WET A T

TAF THIT F (1T 70 A 31 77 47 | T 7 PCR 7 Call 77 PCR T Deep

Chand Bandhw Hospital %7 77 a1 T 77 Medical 7971, T Fa75=11 1% &7

ST TFT ATUIE F1 3 376 [4ATE FI1 FATE] 51 70 | A9 397 39709 foram

TE 77 21 2 | Sd/- English Sumit Kumar Attested ST Bhagat Singh, P.S. Ashok

Vihar, Dethi, Dt -17/7/16, 5T DO T7#7 7917 TeF17 {7957 # 1% DD No.-16A

‘an—r—r*SITrm—l—r—nrrn-‘r'—ﬂ—-'TT:—:r ﬂ'rﬂ-—ErHospnal
Ell 'T«‘ 5 7% 5 §I TT:'_-I_I_FDeep Chdeospﬂal‘J_ﬂa MLC No. -
1381/ 16 T Sumit Kumar_FFf_l IELE = 'I_:"-Tr A/H/O Physical Assault
2 Hours back Abrasion. Burise + over face ('R) shoulder, neck 7 nature of injuries
DRH_I“}_J-‘I'.ITI‘-IT‘_?ITI'—F_FI_ ='TIT|_ T =7 797 T, HEEI a1
MLC ¥ T 47 58 U/S 323/341/506/34 IPC &7 9vsg =T /47T =747 £ |
TorgTaT A% 17 g T ST qHEAT A5 F. G207 28T0/NW FTTT AT g |
HFEAT °F Tt 5 JIgaR 7qr9 SHO g3 el TFST 81 Prempal =g =
F1 979 | AT 3 354 Dt 17/07/16 at 10.30 AM, 7 7557 —In front of Doodle
Kids School D-Block, Ph-1st Ashok Vihar Delhi, T. = 737911 Az17 Dt. -
17/7/16 at 2.15 PM. T FEERT 97 I ITOF TEE 7 F WA T JTeE
T=ET TFEAT . 335/16, U/S 323/341/506/34 [PC 7977 F77 57 CIPA Operator F
LR C-::-m;:rutm T feed FTET ATET TIF TEAW T 9T Computerized FIR. Cop‘l_,r
AT &7 51T 7. 2870NW & 3T A= 7 7H 719 SHO ATEA CIECAR G ]
SIPrempal‘l—-'—T‘-l—cr T OEEAT T F TR FIA T AT | S AFATT
TRV ETF AEACTE T F1 [HEHT 3 EOAT j‘l’l FFa8 HC/DO

W.P.(C) No.6183/2018 Page 3 of 19



4. FIR should be in words of the complainant. Too much
flowery language, the meaning of which is to be found out
with the help of dictionaries, is not to be used in the FIRs.
Moreover, the police officers are working for the common
public at large and not always for those who are Doctorate
degree holders in Urdu, Hindi or Persian languages. As far as
possible, simple words are to be used in the FIRs.

5. We, therefore, direct the Commissioner, Delhi Police to
explain whether these words used in the sample FIRs
mentioned in the memo of this writ petition, are of the
complainant or of the police personnel. We also direct the
Commissioner, Delhi Police to file an affidavit indicating as to
why they are using such type of words which are not spoken by
the concerned complainant. The affidavit shall be filed before
the next date of hearing.

6. List on 25" November, 2019.”
Order dated 25™ November, 2019

“l.  Counsel for the respondent No.2 submitted that the
Deputy Commissioner of Police, Legal Cell, Police
Headquarter, Delhi has already issued a Circular dated 20"
November, 2019 regarding use of simple words instead of Urdu
and Persian words while recording the FIR. Detailed list of
Urdu words being used in FIR with their respective translation
in Hindi and English at page No.109 annexed with Circular
dated 20" November, 2019 read as under:

e E. 36 A< R g IS g

! 3EH ey Special

2. 3 T e uar a1 T Untrace

3. AR ITRTe Culprit

4 3ISH AqATEd IEGEIRERIGHG §-§ Unidentified

&

e B CCIC] dTell U As above
IR dTelT =g JTAPRT Senior Officers
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7. 3T wqd Sy Submitted

8. 37Rd VY Behind, back

9. 3eer uc Rank

10. srafaa aREATAhdl, TTaTS Reality

11. ShaTol TNPR Confession

12. SR TId, grIer Promise

13. sforen I Information

14. ST gear T Revenge

15. ECIE IIRT Charge

16. sgqITET gRare, R Complaint

17. ESIE UG e, deraed Arrangement

18. SIS PRI IR HRIaTE Preyentive
action

19. STABR-AMT-T-TNIM | SdeR AR-TNaTm Hue and Cry
Notice

20. PolHdG T forgar Writing
Statement

21. FIfIe g&d gl | H9g WY Cognizable
Offence

22. EIRE) JATeT, gof &iar oy | To lodge

HBCHT Gl Ll

23. ReHaaT Jar & Submitted

24. QAT Jemel X 3carfe 61 domefy | House

25. almﬁqr e Request

26. T[T FIGEIG] Conversation

27. e AT, g1, gt @ | Gangs

IEIRAES

28. IR 3 fSgA PIS F Tgar @ | Deserted

29. GEE: A @l gEr Eyewitness

> STl = glr\ll(iziigation

31. o _e= Following

32. ST ITHhdT ol HIC el =afs Ex Convict

33. ST gaeh 9 O Oar Oy &war | Pick Pocketing

34. SRS IdET, TAY Express

35. JaH g Attested

36. e g Article

37. Jod Tl Summon

38. AU &R Uar R Sharp Weapon

W.P.(C) No.6183/2018 Page 5 of 19




39. dredd gay Relation
40. RIEIG] qrelat Compliance
41. adrar Al Supplementary
42. TR 3-@1:[?—11?-[ Investigation
43. SEdTaST afEaa e o Document
UHATIT & &G H G0
& T Th
44, gEdEd TEAIER Signature
45. SATHT BERIE) Enquiry
46. goed 3SF Right, Ok
47. arerrd el Condition
48. R ag] Animal
49. Ud aesH el ufay Fourth Copy
50. Rester JpR, arfeard Waste
51. e a3, ﬁ_‘ﬁ List, Memo
52. T aIHASI THS o) drol FiATT | Recovery
~ Memo
53. Fe FRTIN WWW PT Feol I | Seizure Memo
o & R # fof@d
STt
54. B TN Aol P hr q:Eﬁ Handing over
55. Fe arEd UeaTd Bl q:ﬁﬁ %Errgiﬁcation
56. WE, ShATH Y 3aaYy TNAR Disclosure
oY e Memo
57. B AATASE ardy ﬁﬁzm Gl Identification
T Memo of Place
58. W6, STAT dannel T fr TFemeh Body Search
59. B AT Fea By Jumping
60. Pelea ;Eﬁ List
61. CAGEL g-jj g Bad Intention
i e
63. GIRGIE Al ﬁ'qg:na'\qﬂ l{xuigordmg to
64. Il IUH Above
65. SICIRE| erRI By
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66. Al afEa deh Sent in writing

67. g I @ ST =T Compile

68. PG HeATEAqT Place of

occurrence

69. T g, # I, Myself

70. AFA P Mr.

71. TEFAT g, A Ms.

72. HSATT AL Culprits

73. ;ﬂg—.‘% IDCIEGETSL Complainant

74. FRATTRT forg <afes uT 3;guy | Suspicious
FNA P AR &

75. AT STEA), g Injured person

76. G ey Male

77. ?FIGI?-EﬁTIT e &Y Female injured

78. AT ufafda ==t Famous person

79. ATAE et a@fera arera Brief facts

80. ;ﬂ;ﬂﬁq 3Ra 3T ;ﬂaﬁa Appropriate
feerd

81. AGFAS BTl Tﬁr @I, ORI Entire facts

G il s

83. Atsesth sufeafa Present

84. TSt A freTor gear T o | Inspection

85. A@ER IO, A I &ar | Spy, Informer
drell

86. P=prapouecy [p=c] Busy

87. ol ag] Animal

88. Ager utg Received

89. IAT T Pl fa%g Stea Unlawful

Assembly
Dl

90. Tl AISRT Iy fr guiy Stolen property

91. ARSI AL By

92. E R m;r Safe

93. TR Tec-a7 Bond

94. IRl A ufa, doa True copy
FHATTId 38

95. P ey ure Near
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96. Aperrd Ahe g Duplicate
copies
97. adreT afRomH Result
98. B @t @ Without scale
99. ATHSIS afaa By name
100. =G Do o Uk TET, Fe FET Confine,
Detain
101. a1 BId gFade | IERT Non-
Cognizable
S
102. ECIEE) A® sl Daily Diary
103. forer gggq;ﬁ', geod Enmity
104. ®-9-F Al S | fAeafafad sargt & | In front of
following
Sk witnesses
105. GIECARGI 3l Incident
106. arIGT HIH IATE | Al Pl GTAT dXa BT | Approver
CEGR-CR Idre dedledr
107. gofieT 37Oy T 3T Serious crime
108. AqEH g Person
109. e araf Associate
110. TS gfed Happened
111. SR ITATET Evidence
112. RG] TedTd Identification
113. TEd SiTedT 2z ufchar afear As per Cr.PC
114. Reraa ERIEGI Caution,
warning
115. RBraTd & Security
116. ESICIG) forarrefia rfdien & | Under trial
¥ g ot prisoner
117. T A e ax In harmony
118. Rl 3T Order
119. g‘ﬁ'q‘[ q-s-—m'aﬁ Qo Feature
120. TS i o Alongwith
121. T AT dTSel RIerdwdar & As per the
statement of
PAATTHR complainant
122. W@' TSI greft FEE Colleagues
123. 3iee el Only
124. TS ol Ig TSHAT This case diary
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125. ISEG &g Iy Case diary

126. 3T wEqd Present

127. W 3TaE e Meet suddenly

128. AR AIA W/, S g By

129. geEd JACTH A Through

130. IE IRIRL afraa genelt Personal search

131. JhIH GG 39T Pl § for@r Written by self

g3

132. EGIRG et Witnesses

133. CRIGIG] YA Statement

134. Grau RIgepT g3n Paste

135. IRALIE AT gedr W 3uiea Eye witness

T

i N sl oy

137. AT ST Oar o Iem @y | Address not
known

138. TSTATHFAT fSgeT o @ a5 @ | Convicted

139. HSH TS ITFAT TGP P ol F @ | Acquitted

140. IS EHT Start / Begin

141. ADFHA qof Complete

142. 3edeR T & forw gieex Poster

143. RS ITaTEr Evidence

144. To g (T ) Son of

145. 36 SUATH Alias

146. ST qe Injury

147. FH e g Sifg fare Post Mortem
Report

148. qEd TR Prompt, Quick

149. SISt =g Proper

150. AR gaa Possible

151. 37T oImer Dead body

152. dedre el Possession

153. Grearaanaft T T Tarehr Search of place

154. afaafTer & ggg # In. connection

155. W 319H I gff:

156. F-I-F Safafaa afeat ir; the presence

W.P.(C) No.6183/2018 Page 9 of 19




(% GHE)
157. WH-I-Th QAECe: Word by word
158. TEER ﬁ'qg:na'\qﬂ As per
procedure
159. BEIGH Rty Circumstances
160. OreilT HEIEYT Mediator
161. TFAMHH AR HT AR Sketch of dead
body
162. mg@ orge faug & qu‘f Identified
KIGCEarUE
163. HSH AATET orge fug & cLu‘f Unidentified
SATABRY o &
164. arafrer e AT A BT Noted for
compliance
165. SEIIEY e 39 Ru @ oar | Unpaid labour
166. Eerci foeg, uda Against
167. &N Tt &Y By hand
168. FHAAT e Consult
169. e C ol Fe & g Against law,
Illegal
170. Fdferag Tarfdca Ownership
171. CRICAE G Hegdd Valuable
172. TS TR, a9 Weapon
173. AT 3 (Pl & fawg) | Hlegal
174. HABEATT 37T Accusation
175. &l ST d= & arFr erhr Interfere
PIAT
176. LA faar fopeY aoie @ Interference
TR el
177. HRAEY APIIT FIT dTelT Complainant
178. IR T T Patrollling
179. ded HFAR According to
180. GIED gfg P (AT Ascertain
HIAT)
181. W“ﬂa T Sanctioned
182. AT T Coincidence
183. TaRTST 3mafy Objection
184. STed T Hest H ol Seize
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185. IEEUSES a§ Struggle
186. gEdEd TEAIER Signature
187. Heaa Oy g I 3O B Habitual
— offender
188. TS CICGIGECT G Measurement
189. HASGA B Facts
190. TaTfRer ToT Wish
191. S IGIGI CRICGGIGIMCIECS] Permission
e letter
192. HUAFRY G IRIGIG Pulling
193. ;ﬂ;ﬂm Ty Employee
194. NIERIG] gl o1 fREar Joint share
195. e TS (AT #) Few, Little
196. B3TET Jqar Gl Sobbing
197. Qnferer awcer 3¥awor # FiFAfed | Joinin
ALt investigation
198. g & T By order of
199. AT A AR Order
200. e Ied, doh Argument
201. W gafa Connected
202. o152} 3iax Difference
203. B Rrprag Complaint
204. AT HA TR AT (FHRFT) Impossible
205. Jasait FaE] Interest
206. daoe e ey HROT F Without any
reason
207. arfere =g Appropriate
208. Ao T H @ gC ﬁzifing in
209. R SRR ST 379 e Irresponsible
Fad F AR A T
STetdr &
210. SHIRATAT gHsiar a3 Agreement
211. Segral gfar® Entry
212. I G T, T Self
213. 37eQ 3TTTRT Doubt
214. eH araer fasured & g Not served
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215. ECCI I Information
216. wE 3cddl UUH TeT First Party
217. wd STH IFGIE R L) Second Party
218. 3OS EIERIGECTGI Warn
219. 3Tl 3T, A8 Senior
220. STold yaqqﬁ Permision
221. sfogere sRIsH 3gadt @1 fSareT Co'ntrom of
222. edd AT I(i;lcl)nv:ingly
223. Eepsirch AT Dispatch
224, 33Te 3SR Discovery
225. R g, gt Agreement
226. PR HTHAG SR Useful
227. FIIS STdeTS P =i £ Cognizable
228. IR THeoll TG drell Having
Possession
229. Fed B 3TSTIT-3TeT4T Separately
230. Fiserd TS Criminal
231. RRIGE HAT Statement
232. I T o Ta = Written
Statement
233. T Ty AU T Affidavit
234. IEIET egd Dismissed
235. T IH Acquit
236. ST F gga &, & A A | Withreference
237. TeTTord sufeafa # ;(r)l the presence
238. arad &P gFIET A, & RAwg ?rfrespect of
E: |
239. CIEGEESG e & v & Information in
resepct of
240. a"’Fﬂ'ﬁ' AqEH ey <afw Innocent
241. AR SURIh /gl Above
mentioned
242. HTAT s, STTTE Crowd
243. HAAGHH gfeey Suspicious
244, Forfar FAOM, WA Advice
245, HASDAT TrTaT Department
246. Arded 3, Ty Subordinate
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247. IR erRI Through, by

248. AR %’g?ﬁ Appoint

249. Frferady AT TFad Price related

250. AT ¥ e ufa Economic
condition

251. ATGH 5 TITHTT drell Innocent

252. argd, e BISel, TATTeN File

253. T AT Example

254. A3 efaa Suspend

255. 333.]1%7." adegor Examination

256. ABIH TATT Destination

257. giqs—dﬁ-q; eeT-The, e Different

258. AR agg, AR Agreed

259. ASTRHA 3TORTedY Accusedd

260. AT arerue Disputed

261. Frfel gATIT W F I Fit for hearing

262. Gar:| G Cast

263. st el Dismiss

264. RGICERIR AT Sir

265. STHET gfasfa Bail

266. iy g, 39T Wealth

267. STAH ULl TS Errciﬁ::swn of

Y| A T offencolerime

269. STelrel YA, foREpa Insulted

270. IIGE] e, 3R Direction

271. N CIERRE AT Seek response

272. STaTaes EGECAR Responsible

273. SIEGE gfa 8, JTAATER Surety

274. e D EAES Body

275. %ﬁ T Offence

276. S-T-gFdrer ERIRISIG] Dismiss

277. SR-T-TFoen 2E-xg # Under
observation

278. MN-T-frad Rgd &, garerg & | Under custody

279. JRET T, fraoT Particulars

280. AHEA faegd, =alar Detailed
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281. Arged TTEY Opportunity
282. g:ﬁgkz gaAE, suieyd Present
283. TSTHET oAt Consent
284. rCIGLI UTATT Departure
285. SIGIE gasiar ux Settlement
286. g g4 Bribe
287. Rer D Acquit
288. T Oy HIIM T3, TR Absconder
289. RICIEL: o g qﬂg Abandon
SRS o &
290. IEREN safaw So
291. P gedT g";"' Incident
292. G LS HROT Reason
293. ISTE AR q'q‘]'g PHROT Sufficient
ground
294. arforee Arar-Tar Parents
295. T TR Heinous
296. qqd J&ATOT, 18T Evidence
297. AT 'ﬁ;ﬁ_ﬂé Hearing
298. arfeg g, yaoa Prove
299. T T, ol Clue
300. qore gastar Settlement
301. ERLE] querjzﬁ On oath
302. adod g;nﬁ o) W Summoned
303. o Safaf@a Following
304. REACH uftafda Change,
convert
305. JATH HHED, |RT, | All
306. Al e In charge,
Record & Maal
Khana
307. el PRI Lock-up
308. Aol T gfddes & ufd Copy of daily
diary entry
309. CACIES 3= Other
310. Strear fafd, @rea, ufear Legal
procedure
311. STTedT WisTeRY &z ufthar @fear Code of
Criminal
Procedure
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312. arifora e HRAT &g dfear Indian Penal
Code

313. SRIIH 37T Crime

314. SHGIG SIIH 3rqedt fr ApATH Prevention of
Crime

315. THR TIER TP Fr %a For official
work

316. gHT *F gy Along with

317. ISt 32T Objective

318. 33%‘5‘ RIpradddr Complainant

319. LGl W Reporting
Person

320. Wﬂ' LS 117:) Seizure

321. ShTH Uhea Disclosure

322. GRIGER] CHTATRYOT Poining out,
instance

323. IHSI g g Recovery

324. Jearertt Uerd kel & fow To give

325. AT 37ereT Ilegal

326. R I Y e Illegal

327. HTAT AT, TE Crowd

328. Rad 3rfReeT Custody

329. o Tafaf@a Given below

330. EGIRGE grefr Witness

331. HAAGHD ETAT digra gfifeafaar Suspicious
circumstances

332. arse TNFR Confirm

333. gehdT, g3 BRG] Place of
occurrence

334. arfepar gl Incident

335. areafy ST, fSeetar Departure

336. ZATITRAT FATER, APIGLA By Chance

337. AqeH aax Continuous

338. BT faear Detailed

339. RcIG JTHE Namely

340. T HAT Statement

341. ST ot Ifherd @it Personal
Search

342. sgqﬂa’ 31T Today

343. ol 3H, I% This, That

344. HTaehT cﬁjy Ul &1 Previous
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345. FAS 3T BT d1E &I Later
346. JHegT HeUAT Observe
347. arerfor Uty Present
348. Ueraear Uty Present,
produce
349. gferear gl Package
350. IGRIGEKDIE] Saforat & g Finger prints
351. CLICRIED & faeg Against
352. sifa el Ifhaa g993 Personal bond
353. R EIGREGIEI gfaefa o Bail bond
354. AT, e afEa Written
355. JeTd F Ty Through
356. TET G TR0 & aArems § | Through
seizure memo
357. gﬂa-@zﬁ HFAR According to
358. W F gFaeyg & In respect of
359. H Tt g Relevant
360. Segral g Entry
361. g &l = @ Previous
362. WP ey Party
363. 37eaol UUH First
364. CARE:| IFGIE Second
365. ;ﬂ;q;ﬁq; e Different
366. HTRE e Retired
367. TSl Qel: IR Re-start
368. FASTHA rEaT Explanation
369. 3reTear 37T Separate
370. urEr FHUT Cloth
371. UAIR QETed Freat o maTE #eg | Relying on
evidence
N
372. el SEL Side
373. gdix F FqH As
374. IS URFES Begin
375. 3TTSTH 3=g End
376. SHSIC geErdr Help, assitance
377. HHSY T TTATITHaT Coming and
going
378. ;ﬁ;@qﬁ i Receipt
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379. A Ga T T Self Written
380. W URI=TId Offence under
section
381. N ferad fRTeT Under custody
382. SR AR ST @ # Under
observation
383. W TH{RN W Stamped,
sealed
2. The aforementioned Urdu/Persian words are being used

mechanically by the Police without knowing the meaning
thereof and without proper application of mind. FIR should be
in the simplest language possible. It should be in the words of
the person lodging the FIR. There is no need for Police to show
their knowledge of Urdu and Persian words and these words
should not be used by them mechanically without knowing their
exact meaning. Moreover, public at large may not be able to
understand all these Urdu or Persian words, therefore with
every copy of the FIR, the aforementioned list is required to be
supplied to a person seeking a copy of the FIR so that he/she
can himself/herself see the translated version of Urdu and
Persian words used in the FIR and understand the contents of
the FIR. The aforementioned list may not be exhaustive as
there can be other similar Urdu and Persian words being used in
the FIR which are not mentioned in this list. The practice of
using these words in the FIR ought to be stopped by the Police.

3. Looking to the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973, it
appears that FIR is the most vital document prepared by Police
as it sets the process of criminal justice in motion. In fact, copy
of the FIR is required to be sent to the Magistrate immediately
as it is an immediate version of the narration of the whole
offence. In Court, FIR is required to be read time and again,
hence, it should be in a simple language or it should be in the
language of a person who has approached the Police for lodging
of FIR.

4, In view of the Circular dated 20™ November, 2019 issued
by the Deputy Commissioner of Police, Legal Cell, Police
Headquarter, Delhi, we hereby direct the respondent No.2 to
present before this Court at least copies of ten FIRs registered

Page 17 of 19



with ten different police stations so that we can verify whether
the Circular issued by the Deputy Commissioner of Police is
being followed by the subordinate police officers/officials in
letter and spirit. Thus, minimum hundred copies of FIRs
should be presented before the Court on the next date of hearing
with supporting affidavit.”

3. Pursuant to the aforesaid observations of this Court, the respondents
have issued a Circular dated 20™ November, 2019 which is at Annexure-A
to the counter affidavit filed by respondent No.2.

4. In view of the aforesaid circular, learned counsel for respondent No.2
has handed over copies of approximately 100 FIRs. Copies thereof have
also been handed over to the counsel for the petitioner. The said FIRs are
taken on record.

5. After a perusal of the aforementioned FIRs, it appears that in most of
the FIRs, the directions contained in circular dated 20™ November, 2019 by
the Deputy Commissioner of Police have been followed by the respondents.
Hence, we see no reason to further monitor this case.

6. Nonetheless, we expect that the aforesaid circular dated 20"
November, 2019 shall be followed by the Delhi Police so that the general
public at large may not face any difficulty in understanding the contents of
an FIR. We also expect from the respondents that they shall upload the list
of the archaic Urdu and Persian words which were in use while registering
the FIRs on the website of Delhi Police.

7. We also direct the Commissioner, Delhi Police that the orders of this
Court in this writ petition as well as copy of the aforesaid circular dated 20™
November, 2019 should be circulated to the concerned Police Officers so as

to percolate the same in the hierarchy and also to the teaching/educational
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institutes meant for training of Police Personnel.

8. We further clarify that the list which have been enumerated in our
orders as extracted hereinabove is not exhaustive. The respondents, in their
discretion, may curtail or add to that list.

0. Before parting, we deem it appropriate to clarify that we have not
opined against the use of Urdu words per se. Every language is entitled to
command its own respect, and we are conscious of the richness of Urdu as a
language. We only seek to emphasize that an FIR, by its very nature, has to
be worded in a manner as would make it comprehensible to the common
man. An FIR is the starting point of the criminal investigative process, and
usage of archaic expressions, which the common man rarely-if-ever-uses,
can have serious repercussions on the efficiency and efficacy of the criminal
justice delivery system. We, therefore, clarify that while the use of Urdu
words of common usage, like “kitaab”, “ilzaam”, “hawaalat” etc. may be
permissible, obscure and archaic expressions can find no place in an FIR.

10.  With these observations, the writ petition is disposed of.

C.M.No0.50724/2019 (for intervention)

11. In view of the disposal of the writ petition, we see no reason to
entertain this application.

12.  The application is accordingly dismissed.

CHIEF JUSTICE

C.HARI SHANKAR, J
DECEMBER 11, 2019/ ‘anb’
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